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Teis little look has been written under many 
disadvantages, but with a sincere desire to ascer- 
tain tU truth. My chief happiness in complet- 
ing it lootold have been to give it to my ivife ; ^t 
can noio only be inscribed to her memory. 


X^ovemher 1891. 
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CHAPTER 1 


youth 

WiLLiABi Pitt the younger was bom at Hayes in 1759, 
in the full splendour of his father’s famous mimstn^ ; m 
the year that sa^Y Quebec fall before the dying Wolfe ; 
that saw the glorious but inconclusive victory of Mmden ; 
that saw Hawke in a November storm crush the French 
fleet off Belleisle ; the year that produced Burns and 
Wilberforce. None, perhaps, has given us names so 
honoured and cherished by the human race. Of his 
parents it is needless to say anything, except m so far as 
thev influenced his career. His father, Wilham Pitt, Earl 
of bkatham, was the most striking figure and the most 
dazzling statesman of his time ; while, if one may judge 
of his speeches by their eflect, he may be held the p-eatest 
orator that England has ever produced. Lady Chatham 
was the only sister of two remarkable brothers. One, 
George Grenville, the obstinate minister of an obstinate 
Kin» did much to involve us in our most disastrous 
and'^unnatural war. The other, Richard Earl Temple, 
welded his family into a discipHned and formidable 
force, which lasted as a potent factor in politics for at 


least two generations ; and accomplisliedJts persistent 
object in the third, by obtaining the lucMess dukedom 
of Buckingham- lor its cMel 

With such parents, the younger Pitt: was:,' 
politician; his rare qualities of mind were 'from Ms- 
earliest childhood directed and trained lor parliamentary 
work. ■■ It did not, indeed, at first appear probable that he. 
would survive to realise the designs of his father, who 
himself had suilered from the gout before leaving Eton. 
A. feeble constitution hardly promised life, much less 
vigour ; but, fortified by floods of port wine — the prescrip- 
tion of Lord Chatham’s favourite physician, Dr. Addington, 
tiie father of the Prime Minister — ^it enabled him to live 
to be forty-seven, and sustain for near tw^enty years, almost 
unaided, the government of the country. From six to 
fourteen, however, his health was so indifferent that for 
more than half that period he was unable to apply 
himself to study ; and, w^hen at the latter age he went 
as an undergraduate to Cambridge, it stands recorded 
that he was accompanied by a nurse. In the autumn 
of that year (1773) his disorder reached its crisis; he 
returned homo dangerously ill; but, on his recovery, 
he seems to have secured a share of health sufficiefut for 
the purpose.s of public life, and troubled only by periodic 
fits of the gout, then the appanage of statesmanship, 
which he orved loss to his original disease than its 
original remedy. 

But this sickly ehilclliood only makes his undoubted 
precocity the more extraordinary. Delicate healtJj 
probably confined him to study, as it had confined his 
father. We know that lie bought Hollwood, because 
he used to go birdnestiiig there as a. child. Otherwise, 
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his nui'sery annals point entirely to leariirng. ft-as, 

indeed, one of the rare instances, like John Msll and 
Macaulay, of infant prodigy maturing into hnlliant man- 
hood. From his earliest years his parents’ letters abound 
in ailusioiis to his talents and character. “Eager Mr. 
William,” “ the Counsellor.” “ the Philosopher, are their 
nicknames for the marvellous child. ^ In 1766, when he 
was seven, his tutor writes ; “ Lady Hester and Mr. Pitt 
continue to astonish as much as ever; and I see no 
possibility of diminishing their ardour either by too much 
business or too much relaxation. When I am alone 
reading, Mr. Pitt, if it is anything he may attend to, 
constantly places himself by me, when his steady 
attention and sage remarks are not only entertaining 
but useful, as they frequently throw a light upon the 
subject and strongly impress it on my memory.” At 
the same age he appears to have displayed the dignity and 
self-possession that marked him in after life; and a trifling 
anecdote of his stay at Weymouth in that year records 
him as having dumbfoundered mature observers by these 
qualities. Another and a later tutor, Bishop Tomline, 
says, that “although he was little more than fourteen 
years* of age when he went to reside at the University, 
and had laboured under the disadvantage of frequent ill- 
health, the knowledge which he then possessed was very 
considerable ; and in particular, Ms proficiency in the 
learned languages was probably greater than ever was 
acquired by any other person in such early youth. In 
Latin authors he seldom met with difficulty ; and it 

was no uncommon thing for him to read into English 

sLx or seven pages of Thucydides, which he had nM 
previously seen, without more than two or three mis- 
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.JifiB, and sometimes without even one. It _ was by 
rr.,..-I fdiatham’s particular desire that Thucydides w^,s 


Lord Cliatham’s particular desire uia^ 
the first Greek book which Mr. Pitt read after he 
came to college. The only other wish ever expressed 
ijy Ills lordship relative to his son’s studies was tha. 
wiiild read Polybius with him.” But his latest and 
mo, St pregnant study, more important to his calmer than 
the “ straage rhapiiody of Lycophron,” or even Polybius, 
was the great work of Adam Smith. He, almost alone 
of the statesmen of that day, had mastered and assimi- 
lated the Wealth of Nations, before entering public life. 

A graceful story has been told in which Pitt is made 
to declare his indebtedness himself. Dundas asked 
Adam Smith to dinner, but the philosopher did not 
arrive till all were seated. When he entered the whole 
companv rose to their feet, and Pitt gaily exclaimed, 
“We will stand till you are seated, for we are all your 
.scholars.” The elder Pitt, who seems to have written 
uiuny of his letters in a sort of classical nigntmare, was, 
it may be gathered from this very pedantry, no great 
Bcliolar. It was to his training, however, that Pitt owed, 
not merely the pow'er to translate at sight, which so 
astonished his tutor, but that fluency of majestic: diction 
mid command of correct expression, which aftei-wards 
distinguished him as an orator. His father would make 
the boy of an evening read freely into English the 
passage which he had construed with his tutor in the 
morning. So much did this grow into a habit that, when 
hi later years an ancient writer was quoted, Pitt always 
rendered the sense of the sentence into flowing English, as 
if for his own use, before he seemed to enter into it. It was 
to these lessons that he always attributed his ready copious- 
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ness of language. Wli.at : was ■ scarcely less valiiablCj 
Lord Cliatliam, (who, we are told, made .a point of 
giving daily iiistriictioii, and readings from the Bible 
to ills children), encouraged his son to talk to him 
without reserve on every subject ; so that the boy, who 
seems to have returned the boundless affection with 
which his father regarded Mm, was in close and constant 
communication with one of the first .minds of the age. 
How strictly political was the bias that his mind thus 
obtained, we see from a tragedy, “ Ijaurentiiis, King of 
Clariiiiiiiii/'’ still extant, composed by William at the age 
of thirteen ; in which there is no trace of love, but which 
has for its plot a struggle between a faitlifiii minister 
and an unscrupulous conspirator about a regency. 

The details of the childhood of great men are apt tO: 
be petty and cloying. Hero-worship, extended to the 
bib and the porringer, is more likely to repel than attract. 
But, in the case of Pitt, those details are doubly import- 
ant; for they form the key to his career, which without 
them would be inexplicable. They alone explain that poli- 
tical precocity and that long parliamentary ascendancy, 
which still puzzle posterity. For he went into tlie House 
of Commons as an heir enters his home ; he breathed 
in it Ms' native atmosphere, — ^he had, indeed, breathed no 
other;, in the nursery, in the schoolroom, at the 'uni- 
versity,' he lived in its temperature; it had been, so 
to speak, made ■ over to him as a bequest by its im- 
.questioned 'master. ' Throughout 'his life, irom the, 
cradle, to the ' grave,' he'may'be said to, have known no: 
wider ..existence, ' The objects and amusements,'. that, 
other men,; seek, in ■■ a ,tliousaiid ways, were for 'Mm all, 
concentrated there. It '.'was ''his mistress, his .stud, ^his 
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.l-opbox bia game-pTeaerae ; it waa bis aiubivWii, bis 
iita'rbia ied. For it, aiid it alone, bad the eon- 

” t rintham trained him from his birth. No 
sumxnate Chatham trameu tn bis 

Tomi? Hannibal ^as ever more solemnly devoted to Ins 

country than Pitt to Parliament. And the austen j' 

his political consecration lends “ Ja 

records of his childhood ; for they furnish aim t^ 

onl’^ "’earns of ease and nature that play on his u.e. 

?;^e-'n:;destined, at one bound, to a«ain ^ ^f 

but isolated position, the first necessity of wnich is sd - 
control ; and, behind the imperious mask of puv/ei, he a 1 
but concealed the softer emotions of his 
Grief for the loss of his sister and her husband are the 
only instances of human weakness that break the stern 
impressiveness of his life, up to that last year idien a e 
preyed pitilessly on the dying man. From the tame 
thab he went to Cambridge, as a boy of fourteen ivith 
his tutor and his nurse, he seems, with one short interval, 
to have left youth and gaiety behind. _ ^ 

4U this does not amount to much; but it mus. be 
remembered that the life of Pitt has yet to he vmtten 
That by Eichards Green, who wi'ote under the name of 
■ Gifford, need scarcely be mentioned. That by Temline 
has been severely judged, more perhaps jnth reference 
to what it might have been than to what it ic , or . eie 
are worse hooks. But the shores of biographical enter- 
prise are strewn with the wrecks of the private secre- 
taries of that period. There is Tomline; there is 
Trotter ; there is even Stapleton ; and there is BoiUTienne. 
The Life by Loi-d Stanhope remains a standard book ; it 
was wiitten by one born under the shadow of Pitt, and 
. 4.1,» •t.mr.s of hereditary 
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name. Bufe it is iio dispamgeraent to tliose cleligiitfii! 

' volumes to say that tliere remains a domiant mass of 
riiaterial, that was not then, even if it is iioWj accessible^ 
wMcli must throw a new' light on this period. There are 
the papers of Grenville, and Harrowby, and Oamiiiig ; of 
Liverj^ool, and Lonsdale, and Miilgrave ; more especially 
the collections of Buckingham and of Toiiiline, wliich, it 
may be presumed, have been rather tapped than draiiicii 
The same suimise may be entertained by those who have 
read what has been published from, the arcliives of Eose 
and of Malmesbury. There is also the State , Paper 
Office ; which, especially in the Foreign Department, 
seems destined to. elucidate much, of Pitt’s policy. 
Lord Stanhope gathered and garnered with unwearied 
sympathy and acuteness. But the ■ materials 'which he 
utilised, appear, on examination, to be scanty e,nough, com- 
pared to those, which, it would seem., must necessarily 
be in existence; even if the papers of George III., 
which have so mysteriously vanished, should never 
again see day. 

Pitt was admitted ' at- Pembroke Hall on the 26th of 
April 1773, when he was not yet fourteen. By the kind- 
ness of the Eev.. C. E. Searle, D.D., Master of Pembroke 
College, it is possible to print here the letter mth 
which' Chatham introduced his boy to the authorities. 
It is "addressed to Sir. Joseph Turner, then- Benior Tutoi' 
of the College and Senior Wrangler in 1767 ... , ... 

Burton Pykseot,' ■ 
October By 177^* - y \ 

Sib— Apprehensions of ■ gout, '' about this Season', .'forbid 
.m.y .under taldng. ' a journey to Cambiidge with my Bon. . . I, 
...i-egret.. this more .particularly, as it deprives, me. of an' occasion. 




of introduced to your Personal Acquaintance, and tlmf 

of the Gentlemen of your Society; a loss, I shall wu 

to repair, at some other time. Mr. Wilson, whose admirable 
Instruction and affectionate Care have brought my bon, 
early, to receive such farther advantages, as he cannot faU to 
find, under your eye, will present Him to you. e is c 
a tender age, and of a health, not yet firm enough to he 
indulged, to the full, in the strong desire he has *0 
useful knowledge. An ingenuous mind and docility of 
temper will, I know, render him oontormahle to your Dis- 
cipline, in all points. Too young for the irregularities oi a 
man, I trust, he will not, on the other hand, prove touhle- 
some by the Puerile sMlies of a Boy. Such as he is, I am 
happy to place him at Pembroke ; and I need not say, how 
much of his Parents’ Hearts goes along with him.— I am, 
with great esteem and regard, Sir, your most faithful and 
most obedient humble Servant, Chatham. 


At the University, Pitt led the austere life of a student; 
never missing hall or chapel or lecture, save when iUness 
hindered. He took bis degree, by privilege, at the age 
of seventeen, but continued to reside at Cambridge for 
nearly four years afterwards, seeing rather more of Ha 
contemporaries, and with habits somewhat less ascetic, 
than heretofore. He had always allowed himself the 
relaxation of a trip to London to hear his father speak. 
“ His first speech lasted above an hour, and the secona 
half an hour; surely the two finest speeches that were ever 
made before, unless by himself,” writes the enthusiastic 
son; and in his nineteenth year it was his fate to sup- 
port the old statesman to the last scene in the House of 
Lords. Two months later he was bearing his part as 
chief mourner in the gorgeous procession that followed 
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,~m tli8 .heraldic epithets for. once not iiiisapplied— 
" the noble and piiiSvsant William .Pitt, Earl of Cliat,imiii,” 
to that grave in Westminster Abbey, which, in. less than 
thirty years, was, in still darker days, to open " for 
himself. 

His father’s disregard of money, as complete as liis 
own, left him with an income of from £250 to £300 a 
year ; nor was this immediately available. His uncle, 
Lord Temple, advanced tbe ,snm necessary to purchase 
Mm a set of rooms at Lincoln’s Inn. He began to keep 
his terms early in 1779; and, although continuing liis 
residence at Cambridge, to sip with prudence the cup 
of London am,usements. His share of these mainly con- 
sisted in attendance at parliamentary debates : where he 
became acquainted with Fox, already a star of the first 
magnitude. Hor did he shrink from a visit to the 
opera or an occasional rout. He was called to the bar 
ill June, 1780. 

His residence at Cambridge began at this time to 
have an object not less solid than study ; for he came to 
be considered in the light of a possible candidate for the 
representation of the University in Parliament. 
eagerness' with which he. embraced this' opportunity, 
betokened the mind set steadfastly in this direction by 
every influence and predisposition of youth. The dis- 
solution came in September 1780, when he stood for 
the University, and was left at the bottom of the 
poll. But immediately afterwards, the young' Duke, 
of Eutland, who had. been warmly interested' in Pitt’s, 
success, applied to Sir James Lowther for a seat for his 
driend. 'Lowther, afterwards Lord Lonsdale, exercised 
In the ..North ... of, .England . a sway ■ which , wo .'can '.'now. 
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■ hardly ■measure' or Imagme. In 17 82 he had offeied tc 
build and equip at liis: own expen, se a vessel of war wit.h 
seventy guns. Boswell and Wilberforce have borne 
almost trembling testimony to the splendour of Ms 
court, which exhibited extreme hospitality, tempered by 
extreme awe, and which northern politicians haunted 
like a northern St. Jameses, One of the chief secrets 
indeed of his power lay in his parliamentary iiifliieiice, the 
extent of which was exactly defined in the deferential 
nickname of the Premier’s Cat~o’-Mne-Tails., To one 
of Ms nine boroughs he now nominated Pitt; w.lm 
accordingly in January 1781 took his seat in the House 
of Commons as member for Appleby. ■ Exactly, three 
years later, he was to enter it as Prime Minister, and hold 
that post' with unexampled power for eighteen years, ■ 
At the time that Pitt stepped into public life, the 
adm,inistration of Lord North was in its agony. ' Its thin- 
spun life was only preserved by the exertions of the King. 
The good-humoured cynicism of the minister had long 
ago given way to the most dismal apprehension ; he 
was more and more determined to retire. But he had 
to deal with a stern taskmaster., 

, The character of George IIL is one which it is not 
easy to understand, if we take the common and erroneous 
view that human nature is consistent and coherent ' 
The fact is, that congruity is the exception ; and that 
time . and circumstance and , opportunity paint with 
heedless hands and garish colours on the canvass of s, 
man’s .life ; so that the result is less frequently a finished 
picture than a palette of squeezed tints. George IIL, 
who gloried in the name of Briton,’" irho obtained his 
initial popularity by being an Englishman born, and 

c 


I 


YOUTH 


II 


who, indeeds , never, ' travelled farfeiier tiiati York^ ' was' 
the German priricelet of his day. Ko petty elector or 
ra,argrave, , not the ruler , of Hesse, who sold his ' people 
by the thousand as material of war, held more absolutely 
the view of property, as applied to his domiiiioiis or 
subjects. 

He saw in the American war, not vanished possi- 
bilities in the guidance of a new world, but the expro- 
priation of an outlying estate, the loss of which diminished 
his consequence. He fought for it, therefore, as doggedly 
as a Lord of Eavenswood for his remaining acres. As 
to his ministers, he regarded them as the mere weapons 
of a warfare waged on behalf of autocracy. So long as 
they served him blindly, he lavished caresses on them ; 
from the moment that they showed independence, he 
discarded them like old coats, and old coats which had 
become repulsive to him. It is probable that he never 
liked Bute, and that Bute’s direct influence over him has 
been greatly exaggerated. But, while North was the 
complaisant grand virier, nothing was too good for him. 
The: Cinque-ports and the Garter, money, terms .of en- 
dearment, were all freely given. At the time, however, 
of Pitt’s entry into Parliament, the Mnister was flinch- 
ing under the terrific punishment of the Opposition and 
tlie severity of continual disaster ; it was clear that he 
could not long endure ; and the affectionate monarch was 
oooling down to freezing point. From the time of his 
resignation to his death, Lord North remained a stranger ' 
to 'GeorgC' III. ■ 

/It , is.' doubtful whether, the King ever regarded /Pitt . 
otherwi.S8 than as an indispensable officer, of whom, 
/with\' ■' Ms ^^d -— -- d . ’long- ' 'Ubstinate. face,” , he;, stood,. 
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painfully ill awe. For Pitt, alive and in power, t!i6 
sole' bulwark against Pox and the deluge, lie' was 
willing to,, ' do anything — -to pa.y liis bills or ; to , double 
the peerage'; but for the dead PitPs debts lie, had not a 
farthing to spare ; and he ungraciously ignored, and even 
denied, his former promise to contribute £30,000 for that 
object. At one time he found in Addington the servant 
that he required ; and he wrote to Mm in terms scarcely 
less fond, than those which James employed to Viliiers, 
or Maria Theresa to Kauiiitz. He adjured the minister; 
to take horse exercise ; he waited ■ patiently with his 
family at Addington’s house till Addington should 
come; the favou,rite was even ad,mitted to share the 
royal mutton and turnips. No soon,er 5 however, had 
Addington, appalled by the reduction of ,his majority 
to the not inadequate figure of thirty-seven, hurried 
from the field of battle, than his intimacy, with the King 
ceased also. The Eobinsons and the Roses lasted 
perhaps . longer, for they were perennially useful ; nor 
did Eldon ever give the King the chance, save for a few 
months, of proving that Ms affections survived office. 

It is strange that any sovereign should display so 
thorough, a contempt for the loyal service he received ; 
it is stranger still in one whose popularity rested on 
his English qualities ; on his warm heart, and affectionate 
disposition.. Again, his habits were not less domestic 
than those of Mr. Perceval; but Ms home was a hell 
upon earth. What he cared for in his family rektioiii 
was to maintain the same power over Ms' children that 
Frederick William I. exercised over Frederick the Great. 
As a consequence, they escaped, from his roof m soon, 
and returned to it as rarely, as possible. 
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Tills IS lioi' a pleasant portrait; but there are bettei 
features in it. To his' sense of dutj^ mistaken as we may 
deem it, lie was honestly faithful; he wm frugal, and 
pious, and chaste ; though the diilness of his court made, 
vktiie itself odious, and his parsimony did not prevent 
constant and' unbounded demands on Paiiiament for the 
debts of the Civil List. His talents, .like his ' morals, 
were not of an attractive kind, but they must not be 
underrated. He was the ablest political strategist of 
his day. He had to struggle against men of genius, 
supported by popular enthusiasm, on tlie one hand ; and 
m impracticable aristocracy, inured to supreme power, 
on the other. . He had, during his reign, to deal with 
the elder Pitt and the younger Fox, when they were 
the idols of tlie nation ; with the haughty alliance of 
Grenville and Grey ; with the intolerable obstinacy of 
Grenville's father; with the close oligarchy of Whig 
nobles that had encircled and enchained the throne ; and 
with the turbulent democracy of Wilkes. He defeated or 
outwitted them all Pitt impatiently betrayed the truth, 
after an interview with the King, then just recovering from 
a fit of insanity. Never,” said the statesman, “ has he 
so bafiied me.” By a certain persistent astuteness; by 
the dexterous utilising of political rivalries ; by cajoling 
some men and betraying others ; by a resolute adroitness 
that turned disaster and even disease into instruments of 
his aim, the King realised his daiiing object, of convert- 
ing the dogeship to which he had succeeded, into a real 
and to some extent a personal monarchy. At any rate, 
he indefinitely enlarged its boundaries. 

It is necessary to dwell on the character of the 
sovereign, who played . so prominent a. part before and ■ 



a,iter our story. ■ , Little, liowever, need liere be .said of 
Xortli ; for within fourteen montlis he. had ceased to te 
minister^ and, with the exception of his obscure share in 
the Coalition govemmeiit, had retired from 'prominent 
public life. But his reputation is below Ms real merits,, 
though it owes ' something to the inajestic eulogy of. 
Gibbon, In the art of gaining affection, and in .debat- 
ing power, he was' second only to Fox. He was cour- 
ageous and resourceful cool in adversity, of an imruffied 
temper; he held, moreover, the first place in the State 
for twelve years, and left office, with all the unlimited 
opportunities of wealth that were then offered by war 
loans, even a poorer man than he entered it. His 
cynical and easy wit, indeed, covered a higher character 
than many with greater pretensions ; and his good 
nature, facile to a fault, which made him lend himself 
to reprehensible acts, and to a policy of which at Iasi 
he clearly saw the folly and the wickedness, is the main 
reproach that history has to urge against him; though that 
is heavy enough. He had apparently formed himself 
on Walpole ; with the unlucky difference that, wdiile 
Walpole had to deal with a Caroline of Anspach, North 
found his master in George III. 

It was of course inevitable that Pitt should attach 
himself to the Opposition ; more especially, as that part 
of it, which had constituted the personal folloTving of 
his father, still held together under the leadership of 
Shelburne. ■ . A month after taking his seat ■ lie ' had 
m,ade his maiden speech (February 26 , 1781 ), and . 
had been hailed by the first men in Parliament, 
with the ready generosity of genius, as henceforth 
worthy to rank with them. He spoke on behalf of 
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' Biirke^s Bill for economical reform^ iinexpectedi j, being . 

' called upon hy the House ; . and his first speech was, 
whatj perhaps, no other first speech ever was, an effective 
reply in debate. Fox and North and Burke vied in 
congratulation. ' *'He is not a chip of the' old block,” 
said the latter; it. is the old block itself.” He spoke, 
again in 'May on a question of the control of public- 
expenditure with not less success ; and for , the ' third 
and last time in the session, on a motion of Fox’s for 
peace with America. His speeches, therefore, in his 
first session were devoted to peace and retrenchment, 
and his main effort in the next to parliamentary reform ; 
the three causes nearest and most congenial to him ; 
the beacons of his earlier, and the wiil-o’-the- wisps of his 
later career. 

We catch glimpses of him now as a lad about town, 
leading something of a fashionable life during the season, 
though dutifully going the western circuit as soon as 
Parliament rose. A club had been formed at Goostree’s 
of a score of young men who had entered Parliament 
together at the election of 1780, an idea, which, was 
destined to be revived exactly a century afterwards. 
Here he supped every night, not, we may be sure, 'with- 
out port wine ; here he gambled ; until he became sens- 
ible of the insidious fascination of the gaming table, and 
turned his back on it for ever... The example ' of Fox 
had been perhaps sufficient. We read of Pitt, in 1 780, as 
going to three parties of an evening; two of them masked 
balls, one given by a lady of apparently not unspotted 
reputation, and concluding his evening at the Pantheon. 
A more remarkable evening was that on ivhich ha met 
.Gibbon. ' The great manvlord of all het-sm’voyerlj^ waa,, ' 
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holding forth, snuff-box in hand, amid deferential 
acquiescence; when a deep, clear voice was heard impugii" 
ing ' his conclusions. All turned round in amazement 
and saw that it belonged to a tall, thin, awkward youth: 
who had hitherto sate silent. Between Pitt, for it was 
he, and Gibbon, an animated and brilliant argument 
arose ; in which the junior had so much the best, of it 
that the historian took his hat and retired. Nor 'would 
he return. “That young gentleman/^ he said, “is, I 
doubt not, extremely ingenious and agreeable, but I 
must acknowledge that his style of conversation is not 
exactly %vliat I am accustomed to, so you must positively 
excuse me.” 

It is almost a relief after this to find him in 1781 
“waging war wuth increasing success on pheasants 
and partridges.” He did not even disdain the prac- 
tical jokes of an undergraduate. “ We found one 
morning,” says Wilberforce, “ the fruits of Pitt’s earlier 
rising in the careful sowing of the garden beds with 
the fragments of a dress hat in which Eyder had over- 
night come down from the opera.” In truth, no man 
was less of ' a prig. He was so loftily placed in early 
youth that he was compelled to a certain austerity of 
demeanour in order to maintain respect; and he had 
indeed something of the lofty shyness of Peel, But, at 
this unconstrained moment of his life, he was, says' one 
who knew all that was most brilliant in English society 
for half a century, “the wittiest man I ever knew,” 

At . the : end of Pitt’s first session, , Fox had declared 
him to be already one of the first men ' in Parliament 
He -was to know no flagging in his onward course Ms 
genius was not to want the opportunity for which genius . ' 

# ' 


I 


YOUTH 


17 


so olien pines; the . accumukting 'calaiiiities of ' Ills 
coimtrj demanded the best efforts of the noblest ainhi'’ 
tioii. The session had ended on the 18th of Jiiljl 7817 
Oq the of October Comwaliis' surrendered at 'York- 
towii. The news reached London, late in November ; 
and shattered: even ..the imperturlmMe ease of North:, 
He took it as lie would have taken a bullet in his breast. 
He opened ■ his arms, . exclaiming wildly, as lie paced 
up and down the. ’ room, “ O God, it is all over If’ 
All was indeed ■ over, as regards the Ministry and their 
policy, British dominion in' the revolted colonieSj and 
the administration which had so long asserted it, existed 
from that - moment only in name.' :The catastrophe was 
followed by minor disasters : the retreat of KempenfeHt, 
the loss of Minorca, and of many,: of our, 'West Indian 
possessions : ' though These were forgotten in the dazzling 
idctory- 'of Eodney. But the . long struggle was over; 
and had ended in the . humiliation of Great Britain. It 
was the low^est point; that she had ever toiiclied. ** The 
sun of England’s glor^^”. said Pitt, set.” Twenty 
years before, it ^ had seemed.at its; the 

course of another generation it.shone'again with renewed 
lustre; but now it was' totally eclipsed. 

Before the end of- March, -even the. King .was convinced 
that he must part ■with .North, .and submit to peace and 
the ' Whigs. During ' the fierce ’ contests wliich raged in 
Parliameiit between’ the surrender of Yorktown and the 
fall of the Ministry, Pitt bore so conspicuous a part, as to 
justify the declaration which he made just before the 
latter event, that he had no idea of forming part of any 
new administration; *‘But were my doing so more within 
my reach, I feel myself bound to declare thoT I never 
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vTould accept a subordinate situation." The position 
that was ofaered him by Rockingham, who succeeded 
North, was subordinate, but not undignified. The 
Vice-ireasurership of Ireland was indeed little more 
than a sinecure j but it had been held by Pitt’s own 
father, and in point of emolument was one of the 
prizes of the political world ; yet he refused it without 
hesitation. 

That he was wise, there can he no doubt. He re- 
tained his freedom, and used that freedom w^ell. The 
new Government had not been formed six weeks, before 
Pitt hi ought forward a motion for parliamentary reform. 
It took, indeed, a shape, to which, for constitutional 
changes of gravity, objection has sometimes been raised ; 
for he brought forward no specific plan, but moved “for 
the institution of an inquiry composed of such men as 
the House should in their wisdom select as the most 
proper and the best qualified for investigating this sub- 
ject, and making a report to the House of the best means 
of carrying into execution a moderate and substantial • 
reform of the representation of the people.” 

The speech he delivered on this occasion, much ap- 
plauded at the time, is worth reading even now and in the 
condensed, denuded report that has reached us. It is re- 
markable for its vigorous declamation against the power 
of the Crown, which Fox and Burke could hardly have 
exceeded in their speeches on the same subject when 
Pitt was minister in 1784. He aUowed that, under 
the Rockingham Government, “the injurious, corrupt, 
and baneful influence of the Crown” had ceased to 
exist. But it was the duty of Parliament to provide 
for the future, and to take care that this secret and 
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ikrk system should never, ba revived to contaminate 
tlie fair and lioiiourable fabric .of oiir Goverrmient. At 
all tiroeSj this ' pernicious' influence ■ bad been pointecl to 
as the fertile source of all our miseries, and it had 
been truly said of it that it bad grown with our growth 
and streiigtiiened with our strength. Unhappily^ how- 
ever, for this CQiiiitiy it had not decayed with our ■ decay, 
nor dimirdslied with our .decrease. And it had supported 
North’s ministry for a length of years against all the 
consequences of a mischievous system and ■ a desolated 
empire. 

The iroii-y of political destiny, and the astuteness 
of George III., could receive no better demonstration 
than the fact that in less than two years Pitt was 
defending the prerogative of the monarch against the 
assaults of North, and of those whom he now described 
as set of men who were the friends of constitutional 
freedom.” Yet in truth the anomaly, as is often, the 
case in politics, was more apparent than real. What he 
denounced were the crawling race of the Welbore Ellises 
and the Jack Eobinsons, the suspected shadow of Bute and 
the pervading flavour of Jenkinson, the detailed bribes 
of Martin, the mingled cajolery and intimidation of 
Henry Fox What he defended in 1784 were the rights 
of the constituencies, betrayed by the formation of the 
Coalition, against a close and corrupt ParHament, in a 
struggle where the King had intervened for once as the 
agent of the people. , It was the general election of ^ 
1784 that ratified the King’s action and cleared Pitt ol 
responsihility : , had it turned differently, he might, have 
ranked with Strafford and with Lauderdale. 

Pitt, in Ms first Eeform speech, analysed the various 
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Kinds of : boroughs, 


whieii were either representative 

shams or, worse stil], were open to foreign bidders. 
Among these purchasers he named the Nabob 
of Arcot, who “had no less than seven or eight 
members in this House.” Final! j, he cited his 

lather, “one of whom every member in the House 
could speak with more freedom than himself. That 
person was not apt to indulge vague and chimerical 
peculations, inconsistent with practice and expediency. 
Ho knew that it was the opinion of this person that 
without recurring to first principles in this respect, and 
establishing a more solid and equal representation of the 
peop e, by which the proper constitutional connection 
pould be revived, this nation, with the best capacities 
iorpndeur and happiness of any on the face of the 
epth, must be confounded with the mass of those whose 
liberties were lost in the corruption of the people.” 

In spite of a speech which was evidently forcible and 
eloqupt, and of the support of Fox “in his very finst 
Sheridan, then his under secretary, 
macn above anything he has yet done in the House” 
the motira was lost by twenty- votes. The Government 
poke indeed with a divided voice of the .subject. The 
luke oi Richmond, Master -General of the Ordnance 
and a ieadmg member of the Cabinet, was in favour of 
pinual ppliaments and manhood suffrage. Lord John 
Cavendish was “diffident” of the effect of any such 
pfom though he voted on this occasion for Pitt 
Lord Lockingham gave forth a troubled and amliiauous 
note, rent as he was between regard for Fox and the 
dominpt influence of Biyke, who was vehemently hostile 
A few days later, this feeling found overnmteriug expree' 


sioli wliesi Alderman Sawbridge, seeoiiilei' on tbin 

occasion^ brought - forward a motion for sliorteiiiiig 
Parliaii],eiitSj and Burke, broke forth in one of iiis. im- 
petuous IriTectiTes against' Pitt and all who should 
attempt to touch the sacred fabric of the constitution. 

While Pitt in refusing . office had retained the posi- 
tive advantage of independence, he had also gaiii-ed the 
negative ^ benefit of not forming part of a (joverEment 
as divided against itself as its memb-ers had formerly 
been from the Government of Lord North. Under a 
stormier, star ' was no administration ever born. Furious 
jealousies l)roke out during the process of formation. 
Thiirlow, North^s chancellor, remained in officCj-to the 
open mortification of Loughborough, as an abiding source 
of suspicion and intrigue. Another legacy of. North’s, 
the Lord Advocate Dundas, though less prominent, wa,s 
not le>ss justly regarded with mistrust as a pov-erful and' 
unscrupulous politician, whose only connection with the 
Whigs was the memory of bitter altercation and unsparing 
conflict ; who with a happy instinct sometimes inclined 
to,.,ShoIburne, the proximate -Prime Minister, ' sometimes 
to the - young statesman so soon to follow '.h.u.ii .and to, 
absorb all the powers' of the State. Shelburne Mm- 
self formed another element of disturbance. Not merely 
did Fox, his 'Colleague in the Secretaryship of State, 
cherish a,a liered.itary .hatred for him, but ,he had 
aroused great jealousy 'by having been' at first entru.sted 
idth .task of forming the ■government. The King 
'dexterously fomented 'these causes of discord" -among 
:his enemies, and flatly ’-refused even to see. Rockingham' ..j 
•SO- that' ail the communicatiO'P'.,.. be tween hi',ni.:'.aiiel ' his- 
: Prime ,- Minister during the ' constm-ctioa of ^ the, - :ad- .. 
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minIsfcratioB- were.- carried on tliroiigii tli6 ominous 
meditiin of Shelburne, and Shelburne alone. All these 
germs of mistrust were quickened when Shelburne 
secured peerages and places for his friends from.: the 
King; paid the Chancellor compliments, “which very 
much scandalised ail good man/’ as Fox writes; and 
intrigued successfully with Dundas. It is, therefore, not 
matter for surprise that, within a month of their assum- 
ing office, Shelburne and Fox, the two Secretaries of 
State, had each their separate pleiiipoteiitiarj at Paris 
negotiating for peace. Such a condition of affairs had 
little of comfort or permanency : the Government, ruined' 
by intrigue and under virtuous but incapable guidance, 
could not in any case have continued to exist : the in- 
fluenaa that carried off Lord Eockingham only acceler- 
ated the end of an impossible state of things. ■ 


CHAPTEE II 


SHELBURNE AND THE COALITION 

The political atmospliere was charged with electricltjj 
and the breaking of the storm was not delayed. 
Bockingiiam died on the 1st of July (1782). That 
very day the King entrusted' the Treasury to Shel- 
burne, who evidently counted on Pitt, and had, it is 
clear, good reason for doing so. Shelburne received 
the royal letter on the 2d, and at once communicated 
the Kiog^s mandate to the Cabinet. There was no 
ambiguity about its reception. The Fox party declared 
that the nomination of First Minister should rest with 
the Cabinet ; and, to the mortification of the able but 
impracticable Ricliihond, recommended .Portland for the 
post.^ To this pretension the King at once refused to 
accede. For . two days the contest raged. On the third 
there was a Court, Fox came , with the seals in his 
pocket, and at once took Shelburne 'aside, aski,ng him if 
he was to be First Lord of the Treasury, On Shel- 
burne’s affirmative reply, Fox merely said, “ Then, my^ 
lord, I shall resign,’'’ went ■ into the closet, and le.ft the' 
seals with the King. 

This rupt'ure was ,a .crisis in', the lives of Fox and 
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I’lW, for it iiiarks the conuneacemeijt of thcij' un- 
dying political hostility. Had it not been for Pitt. 
Fox must now have triumphed— a fact that neither 
statesman could ignore or forget. Of Fox’.s resigna- 
tion It may be said that he was right to resign, hut 
wrong in the manner of his resignation. It was 
impossible for him, after what had passed in the Eock- 
ingham Cabinet, to remain ; he could not have continued 
to serve with, much less under, Shelburne. It does not 
Signify which of the two was to blame for this mutual 
mistrust ; that existed is suflicient. It would be too 
much to maintain that all the members of a Cabinet should ' 
feel an implicit confidence in each other ; humanity- 
least of political humanity— coiiid not stand so severe 
a test. But between a, Prime Minister in the House of 
Lords and the leader of the House of Commons such 
a confidence is indispensable. Eesponsibility rests so 
argely with the one, and articulation so greatlv with 
e otner, that unity of sentiment is the one necessary 
link that makes a relation, in any case difficult, in any 
way possibk The voice of Jacob and the hands of 
Uau may effect a successful imposture, but can hardly 
constitute a durable administration. But as regards 
the eflort to impose Portland on the King, the case is 
miey different. It was part of the political system 
that rendered the narrow selfishness of the close MTiio 
coloration even more odious to the people than the 
tortuous absolutism of the King. To the men of that 
day, for whom prerogative was a living force, it was not 
less distasteful than to us, for whom an oligarchy is 
odious for opposite reasons. For Fox it may' be uLd 
that a dummy Prime Minister offered the only mem-r 
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of' keeping tlie Government togetheiv for lie would not 
serve under Shelburne, nor Shelburne under liirii* Be 
that as it may, the attempt to procure the succession of 
■a dull, dumb duke to the vapid virtue of Rockingham, 
whom George III. , had ranked among the meanest 
intellects in his household, did not recommend itself 
to any large section of the community, and tended 
further to alienate from Fox the jealous syiiipathies 
of the people. 

It is clear that Shelburne would not have under- 
taken in July the post from which he had siirimk 
in Msircli, had he not relied upon Pitt. Fox, with 
rare sagacity, had foreseen this even at the time when 
Pitt was achieving distinction as a parliamentary re- 
former and denouncer of the influence of the Crown, 
and had wiitten of him on the 18th of May: ‘‘He 
is very civil and obliging, profuse of compliments in 
public ; but he has more than once taken a line that 
has alarmed me, especially when he dissuaded against 
going into any inquiries that might produce heats 
and , differences. This seemed so unlike his ' general 
■mode, of thinking, and .so like, that of another, that I 
confess I disliked it to the greatest ' degi'ee. I am saii^ 
fled he will he the man ihad the old system renmd in the 
person of Lord S. (Shelburne) attempt to bring fomari 
for - its- support I am satisfied that he is incapable of 
going into this with his eyes open ; but how he may be 
led into it step by step is more than I can answer for. 
I feel, myself, I own, rather inclined to rely upon his 
■ understanding and integrity for resisting all the tempta- 
tioiis of . ambition, and,’ especially, n/" bemg first, which, I 
kiiow^vvill.be industriously. Jthro.wn in his w^ay, and con- 
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fcrasted with that secondary and subordinate situation to 
whoh they will insinuate, he must be confined while he 

continues to act in the general system.” 

Pitt was not now to be first. But he accepted the 
great office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, with practi- 
cally the lead of the House of Commons. His own 
letters betray no exultation ; they speak the indifference 
not of affectation or satiety, but of long preparation and 
habitual self-control. “Lord Kocldngham’s death took 
place yesterday morning. What the consequences of it 
wiU be to the public cannot yet quite be foreseen. 
W'ith regard to myself, I believe the arrangement may 
be of a sort in wHch I map, and probably mipht, to 
take a part. If I do, I think I need not say you pretty 
well know the principles on which I shall do it. In 
this short time nothing is settled, and I only saw what 
were the strong wishes of some who foresaw the event.” 
These sentences are remarkable not merely for their 
serene simplicity, but also because they show that Pitt 
the very day after Eockingham’s death wrote of his 
accession to office as a settled affair between himself 
and those who had foreseen the event. Both parts of 
the administration, indeed, had long been preparing for it. . 
Fox and Burke on the one side, who were ready with 
their candidate for the succession; on the other Shel- 
burne and the King, with Pitt as their trump card. Both 
sides^concealed their hands. “ Lord Shelburne,” wrote 
the Kmg, on the morning of Eockingham’s death, “must 
see, I am_ certain, with no small degree of resentment 
the total Ignorance that those who have governed Lord 
Eockingham cautiously try to keep both me and him 
in as to the desperate state of that Lord, which certainly 
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m witii a view'to. som,e arrangemeB.t of their qwjl From 
the language of M'r. Fitzpatrick' it would seem that Lord 
Siielljiime lias no chance of being able to coalesce with 
Mr. Fox ; it may not be necessary to remove him at 
once, but if Lord -Shelburne accepts the Head of the 
Treasiiryj and is succeeded by Mr. -Pitt as Secretary for 
the Home Bepartment and British Dominions, then it 
will be seen how far he would submit to it.’’ 

While .Fox, then, by a resignation which bore too 
much the appearance of pique, was alienating the 
sympathies of the public, which by further indiscretion 
he was within a few months to lose altogether, Pitt, by 
blameless accession to high office wffien Just twenty- 
three years of age, . was further to attract popular 
interest and confidence. It is impossible, henceforth, 
to separate the lives of the two men : and here, where 
they first come into collision, there is, as George Selwyn 
said at the time, so much of the contrast of the Idle and 
Industrious Apprentice between them, that one is irre- 
sistibly reminded of Hogarth’s famous designs. It is so 
rare to detect the disciplined youth of Pitt in a slip of 
judgment. He m.ov6S steadily and almost irresistibly 
onwards, with a cold calmness which seems to govern 
where perhaps it only skilfully adapts itself to events. 
On the other hand, Fox, ten years older in age, and fully 
twelve in political life, who at twenty-three was not less 
famous, was still, by headstrong impulses and a generous 
tendency to extremes, committing and recommitting all 
the errors of his youth. Pitt perhaps was never young, 
and Fox certainly could never have been old. 

So close is the connection of the two lives that it is 
impossible ' to .sketch the ca|eer of ■ Pitt without des<criV ; 
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mg tee character of Fox, if for this reason alone, that 
had 3t not been for that character and its faults Pitt 
could certainly not have retained, and possibly could not 
have obtained, the premiership. It may be said once 
for all that Fox was the most transcendent of all debaters 
he most genial of all associates, the most beloved of all 
trends He_ was moreover, after Burke, the most 
ettered politician in a generation that affected litera- 
ture. His public career had been one of expansion 
Beginning life as a High Tory, he rebounded briskly 
into the ranks oi Whiggery and ultimately of Radi- 
calim. This final phase may have been partly due 
to his long exclusion from office and to resentment at 
he unconstitutional vindictiveness of his sovereign, but 
It was mainly owing to the genial kindness and warm 
sympathies of his nature “large was his bounty and 
his som sincere. Bis was in truth a large, bountiful 
oufcspoxen souL Wherever he saw what he believed to 
be oppres.sion, he took part with the oppressed-the 
American, the Irishman, the Fegio : he could not side 
with what he thought wi-ong against what he thought 
light, even though they who seemed to him in the rioht 
were the enemies of his country. Thi.s extreme abstrae- - 

toe ft^rr^ uncomsciously aided by 

the fact that his country in these contests was often 

guided by his political foes. Hence his private corre- 
spondence is not always pleasant reading. “An ex- 
pedition IS, after all, gone to France, under G«,erS 
Djle, consisting of 4000 British, besides emigrant;, 

t:, ■ V can show the complete in^ 

- tuation of our Government so much as this desperate 
expecution, whicn, I hdieve ^ v>ell as has not tho 
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sioailest chance. .of success/' ■. ilnd of : Trafalgar- lie iiaa . 
iiotliing better to say than' thatj. '^by its solid as well 
as brilliant advantages, it ' far more than comperi- 
sates for the temporary succour wbicli' it will certainly 
afford Pitt in his distress.”. To complete these painfal 
extracts, he writes in 180.1: ■ tell the truth, 

I am' gone: something further in hate to the English 
Goyernment than perhaps you and the rest of my friends 
are, and certainly further than can . with prudence be 
avowmd. The triumph of the French Governiiieiit over 
the English does in fact afford me a degree of - pleasure 
which it is very difficult to disguise.'^ 

The cosmopolitan character of his liberalism was 
thus either above or below humanity, either superhuman 
or not human enough. This exaggeration was probably 
due to his oratorical temperament. His nature, apt to 
extremes, was driven with an excessive reaction to the 
most violent negative of what he disapproved. We see 
the same excess to a still greater degree in his still 
greater master Burke. It is this force of extremes 
that makes orators, and for them it is indispensable. 
Few supreme parliamentary speeches have perhaps ever 
been delivered by orators Avho have been o.nable .to com 
vince themselves, not merely that they are absolutely in 
the right, but that their opponents are absolutely in the 
.W2*oiig, and the .most abandoned of scoundrels to boot ' 
lor holding, a contrary opinion/ ' Ho less a force, no feebier;- 
lame, than '.this will swmyor incense .the mixed tempera- 
,„rnents-of mankind. ' The,,. mastering: ..passion ; of .' Fox^s,; 

: iB,ature.' life .was,' the love -of liberty:.. it is 'this wffiichmade' 
;'Mm.o,take,'- a .vigorous, occasio.nally an mt6mparate,,:;part’: 
against- -every man .-or , measure in which ' he.', could, -trace-' 
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the taint or tendency to oppression : it ^ is this wliieh 
sometimes made him write and speak with unworthy 
bitterness : but it is this which gave him 'moral power, 
which has neutralised the errors of his political career, 
which makes his faults forgotten, and Ms memory 
sweet. 

His fatal defect as a statesman was want of judg- 
ment : he was vehement, passionate, carried away by 
the impulse of the day, without a thought of the 
morrow, still less of the day after. ** The' present day,’'^ 
Metternich used to say, “ has no value for me except as 
the eve of to-morrow : it is with to-morrow that my 
spirit wrestles.” This sublime disregard of to-day can 
have no place in the politics of a parliamentary country, 
but the disregard of to-niori’ow is scarcely less dangerous. 
Fox could, indeed, lay down principles for all time, but, 
the moment the game was afoot, they ceased to govern 
his conduct. Had it not been for this, he would have 
been the most powerful and popular minister that this 
country has ever known : as it was, he scarcely held 
office at all. A life of dissipation, hardly paralleled in 
that dissipated age, did not leave him the coolness or 
balance which would have made him a match for Pitt: 
his private life too much influenced liis public conduct. , 
At the gaming table he had indeed learned' to endure ' 
with dauntless bearing the frowns of fortune, whether 
in politics or at hazard. He had too discovered the 
charms of that fascinating freemasonry wliich made 
the members of Brooks’s patiently pay his card xlebts : 
but his experience of play had also taught him a [low. ■ 
estimate of human nature, a sort of gambling spirit ia 
public affairs. 

C ' , V , 
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: : It m necessary to ■ recall some 'of Fox's failmgs 
drawbacks, because otherwise it is'not possible to under-' 
stand how', in a country like England, so great a political 
force did not obtain ' political supremacy To compre- 
hend til© full prodigy of his parliamentary powers ■ a 
single example will suffice.: it- is enough' to read Pitt's 
great speech of the 3d of February 1800, and the reply 
wliicli Fox deliyered the moment that Pitt sate down. 
The first is a magnificent effort, but the second in dis- 
solvent and pulverising power is superhuman. This is not 
the place to inquire whether, in these clays of verbatim 
reports , and greater pressure on time, Fox would have 
done so much ; hut it is clear that,, under, every imagin- 
able condition of discussion, he must have been a giant, 
and that powers which could make an audience forget 
his coarse features, his unwieldy corpulence, his slovenly 
appearance, his excessive repetition, and his ungraceful 
action, would have overcome any obstacles. 

Putting his fashionable vices aside, he reminds one 
of another colossal figure ; another reformer who, 
though religions rather than political, was not less 
bold, not less stormy, not less occasionally wrong- 
headed. To some it may appear a profanation to 
compare Fox with the German Apostle of light and 
freedom. But with his passion, his power, his courage, 
his openness, his flashes of imagination, his sympathetic 
errors, above all his supreme humanity, Fox was a sort 
of lax Luther, with the splendid faults and qualities of 
the great reformer. Whether he would have been a 
great administrator, we cannot cell ; he had no oppor- 
tunity , and .... we ■ have no-' experience ,.his ■ marvellous 
abilities were almost' ^alwayS' . exercised, in' opposition. 
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, In him, therefore, we have only a portion of the life of a 
statesman:' we 'judge, of him as the limb of a fossil 
monster or the torKSO of a Greek god ; and it is difficult, 
in judging from the part ; we possess, to place; any 
bounds on our estimate of the possibilities of the : whole. 

It has been said tliat his private life was conspicu- 
ously disordered. And yet even when it was .bkm- 
able it was lovable, and it mellowed into an exquisite 
evening. , Whether we see him plunged ii. Theocritus 
after a bout at faro which has left him penniless ; or 
cheerfully watching the bailifis remove his last stick of 
furniture ; or drinking with the Jockey of Norfolk ; or 
choosing wild waistcoats at Paris ; or building with his 
own hands his little greenhouse at St. Aimers y or 
sauntering down its cool glades with a book and. a 
friend; or prone without either under a tree in the 
long summer afternoons; or watching the contests of 
Newmarket. with the rapt frenzy of a boy; or chatting 
before the races with Windham on the horses of the 
ancients and the precise meaning of argufmn. mpni: 
or corresponding with Gilbert Wakefield about mniimeF 
able other niceties of classical reading ; or, when crippled 
and aged, playing trapball with the children and with 
more than a child's keenness ; or speechless with gener- 
ous tears in the House of Commons when quivering 
under the harsh severance of Burke ; or serene on his 
deathbed as he consoles his wfifeand his nephew he still ' 
exercises over us something of the .unbounded fasciim- ■ 
tioD which he wielded over his contemporaries. Scarce ' 
one of those contemporaries, whose records we know, 
but mourned his death as a personal loss. He charmed 
equally the affections of Carlisle and Fitz^patrick, the 
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meteoric mind of Burke, ‘ the' pedantic vanity of Parr, 
the austere virtue of Horner, anddheVhedgeliog souLof 
Rogers. His nephew, the third Lord Holland, converted 
his matchless palace at Kensington into a temple con- 
secrated to Fox^s memory, where historians an.ci 'poets, ■ 
and authors and statesmen,' vied with each other in 
burning incense before the ■ shrine., It may fairly ,, be 
said that the traditional estimate of Fox owes .some- 
, thing ■ to , Holland House. But without such ■ adventitious 
aids, he stands , forth as the negation of cant and 
humbug, a character valuable' then, invaluable now: 
as an intellectual Titan; and, as the quick and visible’ 
embodiment of every lovable quality in man. 

The new splendour of Ms. position did not for a 
moment affect the head of 'the young minister. He 
^ watched with the same cool vigilance the intoxication 
of his new chief. Shelburne could not ooncea! his joy. 
He had dished Fox. He had., retained Richmond and 
Conway, Camden, Grafton, and Keppel. He had secured 
the champion who was alone capable of being matched 
against Fox. The negotiation of the peace would rest 
with him alone. He believed ' that he enjoyed the 
complete favour and confidence -of the King, ■ and so , 
would be in reality prime, if not sole,, minister. Thus 
infatuated he proceeded to act alone, and to disgust his 
colleagues, without securing. ■ the ' ..King. The' astute 
occupant of the throne never-.trusted Shelburne, but his 
reasons for supporting him at this juncture are clear. 
In the first place, it enabled Mm to knock the heads of 
the hated Whigs together, and so compass their destruc- 
tion. In the next place, the man he most detested was 
Fox, and the selection of Shelburne would be sure to 
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preserve Mm at any rate for the time from Fox Id 
the third place, : he had some hopes, real or fanciful, 
of Shelburne’s assisting him to resist the concession of 
American independence, which Fox was determined to 
declare. On the very day on which Eockingham died 
and Shelburne succeeded him, the King wrote to his new^ 
minister : “ I am apprised that Lord Shelburne, though 
he has gone great lengths at the expense of his opinion in 
giving way as to American independence, if it can effect 
peace, would think he received advice in which his 
character was not attended to, if he intended to give ; 
up that without the price set on it, which alone could 
make this Idngdom consent to it. Besides, he must see 
that the great success of Lord Eodney’s engagement 
has again roused the nation so far that the peace which, 
w'ould have been acquiesced in three months ago would 
now he matter of complaint.” The first sentence is as 
obscure iii construction as a speech of Cromwell’s, but 
the general meaning is clear enough. The suspicion of 
contemporary politicians pointed in the same direction, 
probably without reason. But Shelburne’s habitual 
ambiguity, and his resistance to the proposition of Fox 
that the independence of America should be recognised * 
as a preliminary, and not as an accompaniment of nego- 
tiation, gave some colour to the hopes of the King. 

Parliament adjourned almost immediately after the 
new ministers had taken their seats. There wms indeed 
one animated debate in each House. In the Lords, the 
Duke of Eichmond announced his reasons for remaining 
in office, and Shelburne took advantage of the dis- 
cussion to make his ministerial statement. Already 
there seemed a rift in tlye lute. Eichmond had said 
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tliat tlie Influence, of tUe' Grown An Parliaineiit was, 
fco be diminished I this' was one of the great prin- 
ciples on which the administration was forined. But 
Shelburne announced that he was there to defend the 
King\s prerogative. He would, not submit to see the 
King of England converted into a King of the Malirattas, 
with a peisliTvah elected bj^'a few great chiefs. As regards 
the independence of America, he had been charged with 
changing his opinion. That was untrue, it had in- 
deed been evei' his opinion that the independence of 
America would be a dreadful blow to the greatness of 
this country, and that when it should be established 
the sun of England might be said to- have set. To 
nothing short of necessity, therefore, would he give 
way on that head. As regards the sunset of England 
which ivould follow co^licession, it was his- resolution 
so to take advantage of the twilight that the country 
might yet see its orb rise again. 

The debate in the Commons was already over. Two 
days previously, in a crovrded house, Coke of Korfolk, 
who was to refuse from, Pitt in 1784 that earldom of 
Leicester which he was to accept from Melbourne in 
1837, called attention to. the pension" of Barr A , It 
cannot be denied that Shelburne’s party, though it hardly 
numbered a dozen persons, had reason to congratulate 
itself on the partiality of its leader. To BaiT6 had been 
given a pension of £3200 a year, and though this enor- 
mous sum would not after the payment of taxes and 
fees, net , above £2100, enough, .remained to be, ■ even ,!n, 
those days, a fair subject for, parliamentary inquiry. 
Advantage, was' also taken’ of ..the discus,sion to allude to' 
■tli.e'., ".acquisitions of Shelbiusnie’s-' other main supporter,.. 
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Dunning, who in the course of the three months* admin- 
istration had, through his patron, pocketed a pension, a 
peerage, the duchy of Lancaster for life, and a: -seat in 
the Cabinet, Fox made of these grants an opportunity 
for praising Lord Eockingham, whose only two jobs 
had been for men unfriendly to him in politics.: Thence 
he diverged into the larger quesition of his resignation. 
He seems already to have been conscious' that he had 
made a mistake. Four days before, he had written to 
Thomas Grenville at Paris : “ I feel that my situation in 
the country, my power, my popularity, my consequence, 
nay, my character, are all risked ; ** and Temple, a day 
earlier, had pointed out to him the invidiousness of re- 
signing on a personal question. In his present speech, 
therefore, he placed his resignation on grounds of public 
policy — grounds which can hardly be sustained by evi- 
dence. But on Conway's challenging him to show in 
what respect the principles upon which Eockingham 
had accepted office had been disregarded, and expressing 
his own adherence to the principle of measures, not 
men, Fox rose again, and frankly avowed that one of 
his main reasons for withdrawal was the handing over 
to Shelburne of the Treasury and its patronage. To 
Burke, however, fell the more conspicuous discredit of 
debate. His tirade against Shelburne outstripped both 
sense and decency. “ He was a man that he could by 
no means confide in, and he called heaven and earth to 
witness, so help him God, that he verily believed the 
present Ministry would be fifty times worse than that 
of the noble Lord (ISTorth) who had lately been repro- 
bated and removed. ... He meant no offence, but he 
would speak an honest mipd. If Lord Shelburne was 
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EOt a Catiline or a Borgia' in morals, it niiist not he 
C'iscribed to anything but his understanding.” ' Pitt took, 
but little part in the discussion, and that not as a' 
minister. He charged Fox roundly with a 'dislike to 
men and not to measures. The uneasiness of Fox was 
apparent. . Again and again did he rise and ' explain, 
without apparently , satisfying himself or his audience. 
And SO' closed the lirst round ■ between these two great 
combatants of the political ring. 

The summer and autumn months were spent in 
negotiations. Those in Paris were carried on mainly 
by Shelburne himself. The retention of Gibraltar 
was the one point in dispute which appears to have 
been hotly discussed in the Ministry. George HI. was 
in favour of ceding Gibraltar for some substantial 
equivalent, on the ground that no settled peace was 
possible while it was withheld from Spain. Grafton 
and Shelburne adhered to this view ; Eichmond, 
Keppel, and Pitt were hostile to any cession of the 
monumental fortress. Before Parliament met, the dis- 
putes had risen so high that negotiation of another kind 
was seen to be necessary. Eichmond, Grafton, and 
Keppel were on the brink of resignation. Camden and 
Temple were extremely discontented, and it was evident 
that, if the Government was to continue, it must seek 
reinforcement from the followers of North or the 
followers of Fox. Shelburne appears to have remained 
in a sort of fooBs paradise to the last. * If he had to 
conclude an alliance with either chief, it would be with 
North; Pitt, on the other hand, who always declined to 
associate himself with ' North, -deaned to Fox. ■ But In 
truth the negotiations wera Vcarried - on with ' little 'spirit ' 
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Slielbiirne may well have felt tliat combination between 
Forth and Fox was impossible, and that by tiieir div!« 
sion be might govern. .Moreover, be was a little weary 
of bis colleagues, and they were heartily sick of Mm. 
Fo one, indeed, ever trusted, him ; no one ever cared to 
be long associated with Mm. 

The languid overtures of Shelburne were soon 
obliterated by arrangements of a more practical character. 
Adam, George Forth, and Lord John Townshend, under 
the sinister supervision of Eden and Loughborough, were 
actively reconciling the two chiefs of Opposition. .Already 
in the previous August Fox had sent civil messages to 
Forth. On the 1 4th of February they met, and the pre- 
liminaries of the treaty were agreed upon. In four and 
twenty hours the Coalition was complete, and vdthin four 
days a resolution of censure on the Peace had been 
carried by a majority of 16. Pittas speech on this 
occasion was perhaps the least effective of Ms life ; he 
had the bad taste to taunt Sheridan mth his connection 
with the stage, and brought on himself the famous retort 
that the dramatist would be tempted to try an improve- 
ment on the Angry Boy in the Alchemist Strangely 
enough, however, it was the victor in this encounter 
who seems never to have forgotten or forgiven it. 

For some unexplained reason Shelburne did not at 
once resign, though in a conversation wdtli Dundas on 
the 12th he had intimated that he considered his ministry 
as over. On the 21st, the battle was renewed. The 
allied forces, led by their stalking-horse, the worthy but 
insipid Cavendish, made another assault. On this occa- 
sion Pitt made one of the great speeches of Ms life.:;; 
While Fox spoke, the CharRellor of .the Exchequer , stoo.d 
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iioldingopen with., one hand the door hehind.the Speaker's 
chair to hea,r the attack, while he held the hasiii into 
which he vomited with the other. . But, . when Fox sate, 
down, Pitt at oncC' replied in a speech of neari j ' three 
hours. His defence of the Peace as a work of necessity, 
though it does not concern this story, was convincing ; 
the cutting sarcasm with' which he denounced the 
Coalition — an unnatural union of which 'in .the public 
interest he forbade the banns- — is classical ; and the quota- 
tion with which he closed — the ^robamque panperiem sine 
dote qumro—h memorable not only for its appositeness, 
but for the modesty of its omissions : though public 
opinion supplied the virtute meet me involvo. * Nor did he for- 
get a dignified, yet not extravagant, eulogy of Shelburne, 
But the opposition again triumphed. Their majority of 
17, when viewed in connection with the calculated 
strength of parties, does not seem exorbitant. Eden, no 
bad Judge, had reckoned the forces under North at 120, 
those under Fox at 90, and those of the Government 
at MO. It is clear then that the Coalition must have 
alienated, or the Peace secured, a considerable number 
of independent .votes. 

Shelburne, however, lost no time in resigning, and 
recommended Pitt to the King as his successor. Every 
effort was employed to induce the young barrister to 
accept the first place. But he saw that the fruit 
.was, not' yet ripe. ' For a . moment he seems to have 
hesitated. It was urged on him that the allied forces 
could not long hold together. But it -was obvious that 
w^hen once they had so far forgotten the past as to 
unite at all, there was nothing in public principle that 
noed, ' afteinvards ' dissever.'^them, ,',,To .the angry: ,dis 
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appoiiitmoiit of the King, who described himself as “one 
on the edge of a precipice,” and as apparently , resolved; 
to abdicate rather than submit, he declined the proud, 
post. 

This is the first epoch of his career. He had already 
obtained a first place. as an orator; he had held all but 
the highest office. That, though he was but twenty-three, 
was now not merely within his grasp, but pressed on 
him, with authority and -with enthusiasm, by Diindas 
and the King, the most acute political tacticians of their 
time. With a judgment which can only be described as 
consummate, and a self-control which few by any experi- 
ence attain, the young statesman, able, eloquent, and 
courageous as he was, refused the splendid prize, and 
prepared to resume his practice at the bar. 

In the meantime the monarch was desperate. He 
caught at any hint that would save him from Fox. He 
even pressed the Treasury on North, with the condition 
that North should break with Fox. G-ower suggested 
to him that Pitt’s cousin, Mr, Thomas Pitt, might be a 
capable minister. The King replied that he was ready 
to apply to Mr. Thomas Pitt or Mr. Thomas Anybody, 
For five weeks did George III. hunt for a Premier. At 
last he was compelled to yield. Portland became Prime ; 
Minister ; Fox and North joint-Secretaries of State. 
They had pressed Pitt to join them, but in vain. As ’ 
they kissed hands, a humorous bystander predicted their 
early fall, for he observed George III turn back his ears 
and eyes, just like the horse at Astley’s when the tailor 
was mounting whom it had determined to throw. 

Thus was formed the Coalition Ministry of which it is 
hard to say which was the most complete — the infamy 
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of .the, proceeding, or the retribution that followed. , : iVjx, 
in 1782 had said of North^s government': From the 
moment when I shall make any terms with one of them., 
•I will rest satisfied to be called the most infamous of 
mankind. I would not for an instant think of' a coali- 
tion with men who in every public and private transac- 
tion as ministers have shown themselves void of every 
principle of honour and honesty. In the hands of such 
men I would not trust my honour for a minute/^ He 
had declared that he could not believe even North’s 
announcement of his own resignation without corrobora- 
tive evidence. He had urged that North and his 
colleagues should be brought to trial, and if possible to 
the scaffold. Later, again, on Shelburne’s becoming 
Prime Minister, he had declared his anticipation that 
the Government would refrain from no corrupt method 
of maintaining themselves in power even to the extent 
of allying themselves with the party of North. Political 
digestion is tough, but it could not stomach these things. 
What is also notable, though less remarkable, Fox and 
North at once assimilated and concluded the very condi- 
tions of peace on which they had moved a vote of censure 
— censure which a cool examination of the articles and 
of the situation must pronounce factious, and, as coming 
jointly from the incapable administrator and the fierce 
opponent of the war, grotesq^ue.* Grattan once observed 
that none had heard Fox at his best who had not heard 
him before the Coalition. Afterwards, the ability re- 
mained, but he felt that he .had done something that 
required defence ; the mouth still spoke great things, but 
the swell of soul was no more. 
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On Tib. May 1783, the anniyersary of his previous motioa 
for parliamentary reform, Pitt repeated it. It was 
supported by one and opposed by the other of the two 
Secretaries of State, and was rejected by 293 to 149. A 
month later he introduced a Bill for the Eeform of Abuses 
in the Public Offices. In his speech he produced the 
famous allegation that North in the last year of his 
ministry had been credited with the consumption of 
£1300 for stationery, of which £340 was for whipcord. 
The Bill passed languidly through the Commons, but 
was promptly strangled in the Lords, where the Ministry 
opposed it with vigour ; a proceeding on which the 
country could not but comment. 

In the recess Pitt went abroad for the only time in 
his life. He was accompanied by his brother-in-law, 
Eliot, and by Wilberforce. They first established them- 
selves at Eheims, with the view of learning the language, 
residing for six weeks at the Archbishop’s palace. Here 
Pitt was thrown into close companionship v/ith the 
prelate’s nephew, the young Abb4 de Perigord. They 
were to, meet again in- 17^2, wffien Talleyrand as ' a . 
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lay diplomatist was negotiating mth' Pitt as 'an auto- 
cratic prime ininister. - Pitt, ■ it is said, did not make 
muck progress in French, though he proceeded to Paris, 
and thence to Versailles. The son of Chatham could not 
fail to make a stir in that volatile and curious court ; it 
is even asserted that he narrowly escaped marriage with 
the daughter of Necker who was afterwards to talk 
down Europe and write Corinne. The queen, indeed, 
is said to have considered the young lion awkward and 
dull, and so called forth the pun of Chastellux : “ C’est 
6 gal : il ne s’en d^j^era pas pour 9 a,” but the politicians 
came round him “in shoals.” Two remarks of his 
during that visit have been preserved — one on the 
English, the other on the French constitution. Of the 
first he said : “ The part of our constitution which will 
first perish is the prerogative of the king and the 
authority of the House of Peers.” Of the second he 
remarked to a Frenchman, “You have no political 
liberty, but as to civil liberty you have more of it than 
you suppose.” It was here, too, that he paid his famous 
tribute, not less generous than true, to Fox. Some one 
expressed surprise that a man of so little character 
should wield so great an influence. “The remark is 
just,” replied Pitt, “ but then you have not been under 
the wand of the magician.” He is said also to have aston- 
ished Franklin not merely by his talents, hut by the anti- 
republican character of his sentiments. For the rest, he 
seems to have hunted and amused himself. He returned to 
England on the 24th of October (17 83). Paxdiament met 
on the 1 i th of hlovember ; on the 18th Fox asked for leave 
to introduce a Bill for the Better Government of India, 
That day month the Government had ceased to: exist; ' 
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Into the merits of the Bill it is not now necessary to 
enter. Korfcli, when he saw it, sagaciously described^ it 
as “a good receipt to knock up an administration in 
its scope and audacity it savoured even more of the eMer 
than the younger Fox. The objections to its main , pro- 
vision, w^hich handed over the government of India to 
irremovable commissioners named for four years, have 
been j^erhaps overstated. But it was clear that it fur- 
nished an admirable weapon against an unpopular Coali- 
tion which had resisted economical reform., demanded a 
great income for a debauched prince, and which now aimed 
at securing a monopoly of the vast patronage of India, — 
patronage which, genially exercised by Dundas, was soon 
to secure Scotland for Pitt. In the House of Commons 
the majority for the Bill was over 100; the loftiest 
eloquence of Burke was exerted in its favour ; and Fox 
was, as ever, dauntless and crushing in debate. But 
outside Parliament the King schemed, and controversy 
raged. There was a storm of caricatures. One of these, 
by Sayer, of Fox as an Oriental potentate entering 
Leadenhall Street on an elephant, Fox himself admitted 
had greatly damaged him. When the Bill arrived at the 
House of Lords, the undertakers were ready. The King 
had seen Temple, and empowered him to communicate 
to all whom it might concern his august disapprobation. 
The uneasy whisper circulated, and the joints of the 
lords became as water. The peers, who yearned for 
lieutenancies or regiments, for stars or strawberry leaves ; ' 
the prelates, who sought a larger sphere of usefulness; 
the minions of the bedchamber and the janissaries of 
the closet ; all, temporal or spii-itual, whose convictions 
were unequal to their appetite, rallied to the royal nod 
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Some great nobleSj. sucb as Gower .and ^Bridgewatei:^ the 
one oldj the other indifferent to politics, roused them- 
selves to violent exertion ' .on the same side, keeping, 
open tables, .and holding hourly conclaves. The .result 
was overwhelming, ' The triumphant Coalition was' 
paralysed by the rejection of their EilL They rightly 
refused to resign, but the King could not sleep until 
he had resumed the seals. Late at night he sent for 
them. The messenger found North and Fox gaily se ated 
at supper with their followers. At first he was not 
believed. “The King would not dare do it/^ ex- 
claimed Fox. But the under Secretary charged with 
the message soon convinced them of its authenticity, 
and the seals were delivered with a light heart. In such 
dramatic fashion, and the springtide of its youth, fell 
that famous government, unhonoured and unwept. 
“ England,” once said Mr. Pisraeli, “ does not love coali- 
tions.” She certainly did not love this one. 

On this occasion there was neither hesitation nor 
delay; the moment had come, and the man. Within 
twelve hours of the King^s receiving the seals, Pitt had 
accepted the First Lordship of the Treasury and the 
Chancellorship of the Exchequer. That afternoon his 
writ was moved amid universal derision. And so com- 
menced a supreme and unbroken Ministry of seventeen 
years. 

Those who laughed were hardly blamable, for the 
difficulties were tremendous. Temple, who acted as Secre- 
tary of State, resigned in three days, having demanded 
apparently too considerable a reward for his services. 
To the young Minister, his first cousin, this was a cruel 
blow.':; ■ '-but Pitt ■ never ; falfered.,. .though it , '.'.gave, him .a , 
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sleepless niglit * while. Teiaple retired in sullen magnifi- 
cence to Stowe. On the other hand, the Opposition, al- 
ready in high and hysterical spirits, w^ere proportionately 
efatfed. “ This boyish prank,” writes Elliot, a shrewd 
aird able Whig, “ is already over.” Probably they (the 
embryo Government) mean to gain a few days’ time, and 
toj^ear some sort of countenance in order to make a 
capitulation, if it can be obtained. They have lost all 
character,^' continues the supporter of the Coalition, and 
are considered as a set of children playing at ministers, 
and must be sent back to school; and in a few days all 
will have returned to its usual course.” 

Pitt’s friends seem largely to have shared the views 
of his enemies. Camden, the devoted friend of Chatham, 
and Grafton, whom Chatham had made Prime Minister, 
both refused office. For Secretaries of State he had to 
fall back on Tommy Townsheiid, now chiefly remem- 
bered by Goldsmith’s famous line, who had become 
Lord Sydney; and the young Marquis of Carmarthen, 
who was upright and well intentioned, but vain and 
inadequate. He secured, indeed, the scowling hypocrisy 
of Thurlow and the naval fame of Hoive ; but the one 
was insidious and the other dumb. It is always difficult 
to understand the principles on which the Cabinets of 
the eighteenth century were formed. Pitt’s was a pro- 
cession of ornamental phantoms. He himself was the 
only Cabinet minister in the House of Commons. Dun- 
das, lately Lord Advocate and now Treasurer of the Kavy, 
who was to be his right-hand man from the beginning to 
the end of this administration, was outside the Cabinet 
Of the Cabinet ministers, five occupied in solemn silence 
the front bench of the House gf Lords ; while Tliiuiow" on 
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the wool-sack, though he often spoke, as often as aot dM 
so in opposition to the Government Never was there in 
appearance, to use Charles Townshend’s graphic; phrase, 
such a lutestring administration. 

There was one remarkable omission ; nothing was 
offered to Shelburne. At first sight this can only seem 
attributable to gross imbecility or to flagrant ingratitude. 
That Pitt, who was gasping in a famine of capacity, 
should pass by the ablest statesman available, savours 
of insanity. That he should deliberately and without 
any political difierence ignore the Minister who had a 
few months before given him the lead of the House of 
Commons, on whom at the moment of resignation he 
had passed significant eulogy, and who had been his 
father’s closest adherent in public life, seems so in- 
credibly ungracious as to leave a stain on Pitt’s memory. 
But his action was deliberate: it had been determined 
months before. To clear Pitt, one must under- 
stand Shelburne. And in any case it is not amiss 
to pause a moment by the complex character of the 
politician who introduced Pitt to official life ; whose 
fate it has been to be utilised as a political stage- 
property by a brilliant novelist, who was also a prime 
minister ; and who is variously represented as a popular 
statesman crushed in the contest with a Venetian con- 
stitution, or a sinister schemer of unusual guile. But 
he was neither a Canning nor a Dodington, though his 
career presents strange complications. 

The problem may be briefly stated thus. How is 
it that a noble of high lineage and fortune, of great 
talents, and of an intelligence superior to his talents, 
.who;: was .'a .distinguished ^idier ' before' he- was .twenty-. 
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four; who was , a. Cabinet Minister at ■ twenty -live, 
and a Secretary of State at , twenty-nine, wben Secre- 
taries of State- often represented a gi'eater ' power than 
tbe. Minister nominally first; who was Prime Minister 
at forty-five; and who, to, pass beyond dignitie,S 5 was 
far beyond his age in -enlightenment ; a Free Trade.r, the 
friend of men like Franklin and Bentiiam and Morellet, 
the leader of men like Dunning and Barr6 ; who, if not 
the friend, had at least the courage to be the admirer, of 
the successful rebel Washington, with whom he had to 
sign peace ; — how was it that this man, so rarely gifted 
and with opportunities so splendid, should only have 
touched power to see it vanish for ever from his grasp, 
and to spend the remainder of his life under universal 
detestation and distrust ^ These phrases are unhappily 
not too strong. It is not too much to say that, during 
the last decade of the eighteenth century, the greatest 
reproach that could be directed against a statesman, 
short of calling him a Jacobin, was to insinuate a con- 
nection with Berkeley Square, where Shelburne had com- 
pleted the palace which Bute had been forced to forsake. 

The key to the enigma seems to lie in the bitter 
description which he penned of Chatham in Ms cynical 
but priceless fragment of autobiography; when he con- 
temptuously dismisses the popular conception of his 
leader, and pronounces him to be a mere actor, incap- 
able of friendship, anything but disinterested, studied 
and artificial in all that he wrote or said or did. This 
was what the man who had gloried in being Chatham’s 
right-hand man, wrote of Chatham when Chatham was 
dust and his lieutenant forgotten. Elaborate and 
picturesque as it-, is, it discloses .the Jury, 
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appointed man wreaked on the cause to which he 
attributes his failure. It i.s the sneer of a worshipper 
burning the idol which he thinks has betrayed him, and 
attempting to warm himself at the fire. He had ruined 
his life by a great mistake; he had misread his ]e.sson 
and misunderstood his master ; but the fault, as is 
usual, seemed to the pupil not to be with himself, hut 
with his tea,cher. After a cool survey of Bute and 
Ho.land, and the politicians of that hidnev, he had 
decided that Chatham was the grand type," and only 
Jscovered too late that it was also an impossible one. 
He could readily see that he must be satisfied with less 
eloquence and a paler fire; but what seemed within his 
reach was the patriotic spirit, the attempt to be above 
and aloof from party, the combination by which the 
popular prophet cringed before the King; easy to 
emulate were the mysterious retirement and the haughty 
demeanour; easiest of all, the pompous fawning ^tyle 
which befogged and bewildered Chatham’s contempor- 
aries. ^1 this Shelburne compassed, but what he 
never understood, until it was too late, was that these 
were not Chatham’s aids but Chatham’s drawbacks. 
There was something in the man, who almost dis- 
covered popular feeling in England, which was akin 
to inspiration; at any rate there was the occasional 
flasli lighting up all his nature— the low and the dark 
as well as the brilliant and the sublime, the purlieus 
as well as the majesty of the structure, — which 
dazzled the beholder into seeing nothing but a great 
splendour. , . , . ■ r' -: . 

Chatham had and sought no friends. The only shadow 

of, such: a, relation that he knmr was in his wife’s imami- 
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able family. Shelburne was, like Camden and Grafton, 
merely the superior disciple, and he was slow in discover- 
ing the difficulty of treading in the teacher’s steps. In 
the meantime, having earlier in life gravely compro- 
mised his reputation for sincerity in a transaction which 
Holland, who conceived himself to have been betrayed 
on the occasion, loudly stigmatised as a fraud, he further 
confirmed the general opinion of his subtlety by his 
imitation of his master in a sort of stilted finesse. He 
himself indefinitely strengthened this impression by his 
constant professions of guileless simplicity, and of a 
candour so effusive as to compel him to live in retire- 
ment for fear of self-betrayal 

Lampoons and caricatures are unanimous on this point. 
The testimony of his friends is only different in degree. 
Bentham extols his heart at the expense of his under- 
standing, and charitably attributes the ambiguity of hia 
patron to confusion of mind. But he admits a “ wild- 
ness about him,” and that he “ conceived groundless 
suspicions about nothing at ail” Further, Bentham 
declares that Shelburne “ had a sort of systematic plan 
of gaining people.” The third Lord Holland, who avows 
his partiality, gives much the same opinion. Eose, who 
was naturally and officially a judge of character, speaks 
of his discomfort in acting with Shelburne, who was- 
"sometimes passionate or unreasonable, occasionally be- 
traying suspicions of others entirely groundless, and at 
other times offensively flattering. I have frequently been 
puzzled to decide which part of his conduct was least 
to he tolerated.” Perhaps an even more curious 
confirmation is afforded by Eayneval, who visited 
England as an envoy during the peace negotia- 
tions. “ Lord Shelburne,” he writes, " is not ignorant 
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of the suspicions which have becoj and probably still 
arOj entertained in France as to his straightforward* 
nessj and he feels them the more in proportion as he 
believes that he has not deserved them. I venture to 
be of the same opinions and if I say so, it is , because I 
consider • my personal acquaintance and conversations 
with Lord Shelburne have- placed- me In a position to 
know him perfectly/' and so forth. This was in the 
middle of September 1782, and in December he mites, 
“ You will perhaps ask me how it is possible to reconcile 
the. character' I gave you of Lord Shelburne with his 
conduct relative to the equivalent for Gibraltar/' and 
then he explains. There lies the whole matter— Shel- 
burne's good faith was always exemplary, but always in 
need of explanation. 

Some people seem to think that a reputation worse 
than his deserts unfairly encumbered his career. 
But, had his name been as untainted as Bayard's, his 
style both in writing and speaking would have 
accounted for the most inveterate distrust. The 
English love a statesman whom they understand, or at 
least think that they understand. But who could under- 
stand Shelburne 1 Whether from confusion of head or 
duplicity of heart his utterances were the very seed of 
suspicion. The famous lines in the EoUiad are merely 
the versification of a speech he actually delivered. 

A noble Duke affirms I like his plan, 

I never did, my Lords, I never can : 

Shame on the slanderous breath which dares instil 
That I who now condemn advised the ill. 

Plain words thank Heaven are always understood, 
approve I said— t5iit not I would, 
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' Anxious to make the noble duke ccfflteiitj 
Mj view was just to seem to give consent 

While all the world might see that nothing less was meant. 

In 1792 the King asked Ms advice, and. Shelburne 
gave it in a memorandum which may be commended to 
any student of the man. It is a mere labyrinth of 
stilted ambiguities. Take again his speech on the Irish 
Union, from which both parties to that controversy to 
this day extract the strongest opinions in support of 
their respective views. Even his personal, appearance, 
his sleek countenance and beady eye, imply the idea 
which is conveyed to the ordinary Briton by the word 
Jesuitical: and the caricatures of the time represent 
the outer wall of Lansdowna House as a mere rampart 
to screen his plots. 

The pity of it is that his son, with much the same 
abilities, but richer by the warning, and aiming lower, 
achieved the position within the father's reach so 
exactly as to offer a reproachful contrast : the splendid 
noble, the patron of arts and letters, playing with rare 
dignity a public part, from duty rather than inclination ; 
sought, not seeking; a strength, instead of a weakness, 
to his associates ; a pillar, not a quicksand. 

It was because .Pitt' had so truly measured Shel- 
burne’s character that he preferred any risk and any 
reproach to including his late chief in his Cabinet. He 
thus earned Shelburne’s undying enmity ; but that, as 
things stood, was rather an advantage than otherwise. 

• The, composition of the Goveriinient . was, however, 
the least of Pitt’s embarrassments. The majority against 
Mm in the House of Comnt)iis was not less than forty oi 
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fifty j eoiitaJiiiiig, ■ witli the exception of Pitt liimsell and 
Dub das, every debater of eminence; while he liad, beiore 
the meeting of Parliament to prepare and to obtain, the 
approval of the East India Company to a schein,e which 
should take the place of Burke's. The Coalition minis- 
ters were only dismissed on the 1 Sib of Deceraber 1783 ; 
but, when the House of Commons met on the 12tli ol 
January' 1784 all this had been- done. 

The narrative of the next three months is stirring 
to read, but would require too much detail for our 
limits. Never , was e:^citement so high ; never were 
debates of more sustained and fiery eloquence. But 
these are like the wars of Marlborough and Turenne, — 
splendid achievements, which light up the epoch, without 
exercising a permanent influence on the world; tons 
at any rate the sheet-lightning of history. On the day 
of the meeting of Parliament, Pitt was defeated in two 
pitched divisions, the majorities against him being 39 
and 54. His government seemed still-born. His col- 
leagues were dismayed. The King came up from Windsor 
to support him. But in truth he needed no support. 
He had inherited from his father that confidence which 
made Chatham once say, “ I am sure that I can save this 
country, and that nobody else can;” which made himself 
say later, I place much dependence on my new col- 
leagues; I place still more dependence on myself.” 
He had refused, in spite of the King’s insistence, 
to dissolve ; for he felt that the country required 
time, and that at the first,,, blush it could hardly 
be expected to support so raw a Government. But 
he was daily preparing for the inevitable dispexsal of 
a' House .uf Commons 'swoip - to hostility. To, gratify 
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Anxious to make the. ii.obie duke conteiitj ' 

My view was just to seem to give consent 

While all the world might see that nothing less was meant. 

In 179'2 the King asked Ms advice, and Shelhume 
gave it in a memorandum which may be commended to 
any student of the man. It is a , mere labyrinth of 
stilted ambiguities. Take again his speech on the Irish 
Union, from which both parties to that controversy to 
this day extract the strongest opinions in support of 
their respective views. Even his persona! appearance, 
his sleek countenance and beady eye, imply the idea 
which is conveyed to the ordinary Briton by the word 
Jesuitical; and the caricatures of the time represent 
the outer wall of Lansdowne House as a mere rampart 
to screen his plots. 

The pity of it is that his son, with much the same 
abilities, but richer by the warning, and aiming lower, 
achieved the position within the father^s reach so 
exactly as to offer a reproachful contrast : the splendid 
noble, the patron of arts and letters, playing with rare 
dignity a public part, from duty rather than inclination ; 
sought, not seeking ; a strength, instead of a weakness, 
to his associates; a pillar, not a quicksand. 

It was because Pitt had so truly , measured Shel- 
burne’s character that he preferred any risk and any 
reproach to including his late chief in his Cahinet. He 
thus earned Shelhurne^s undying enmity ; but that, as 
things stood, was rather an advantage than otherwise. ' ■ 

The composition of . the '' Governiaent was, : however : 
the least of Pitt’s embarrassments. / The inajority';aga!Est, ■ 
him in the House ,of .Oomrribiis was not less than forty oi 
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■fifty/ coil. tainingj mtli. tiie exception of Pitt liimsell and 
I)iin;daSj every debater of eminence; '■whi.le lie liadj' before 
tbe meeting of Parliament to prepare and to obtain, tlie 
approval of tlie East India Company to a scheme which 
should take the place of Bnrke^s. The Coalition. u,a.iiiis- 
ters were only dismissed on the 18ih of December 178S ; 
butj when the House of Commons met on the 1 2t!i of' 
January 1784 all this had been done. 

The narrative of the next three months is stirring 
to read, but would require too much detail for ou.t 
limits. Hever was ei^citement so high; never were 
debates of more sustained and fiery eloquence. But 
these are like the wars of Marlborough and Turenne, — , 
splendid achievements, which light up the epoch, without 
exercising a permanent influence on the world ; to us 
at any rate the sheet-lightning of history. On the clay 
of the meeting of Parliament, Pitt was defeated in two 
pitched divisions, the majorities against him being 39 
and 54. His government seemed still-born. His col- 
leagues were dismayed. The King came up from Windsor 
to support him. But in truth he needed no support. 
He had inherited from his father that confidence which 
made Chatham once say, “lam sure that I can save this 
country, and that nobody else can;” which made himself 
say later, “ I place much dependence on my new col- 
leagues ; . I place still more dependence ' on ■ myseii”; 
He had refused, in spite of the King’s insistence, 
to . dissolve.; for he felt that the country -required 
time, , and, ' that at^ the first _,,hliish it could hardly 
be expected to support so raw a Government. But 
he was: daily preparing for the inevitable dispersal of 
.a.'House of Coinmoiis swoiiri to' hostility. To gratify... 


54 


PITT 


CHAP. 


the independent, members, he dallied with some , idle 
negotiations for the conciliation of the Portland Whigs. 
He was able to show that the House of Lords was 
with him by a division in his favour of 100 to 53, 
He displayed the confidence of the King, who had 
refused to grant any honours at the instance of the 
Coalition, by the creation of several peerages. The city 
of London, then the stronghold of Liberalism, vindicated 
him from the suspicion of being a mere tool of the 
Court by giving him its freedom. The East India 
Company spared no exertion. They established a 
Committee of Vigilance that sate permanently in Leaden- 
hall Street. To every borough in the country they 
sent a copy of Fox's biU with this message, ‘‘ Our property 
and charter are invaded, look to your own." 

Two accidental circumstances also occurred to Pitt's 
advantage. On his return from his city triumph, he was 
waylaid and nearly murdered by an ambuscade of black 
guards opposite Brooks's club. So low had Fox fallen as 
to be accused of instigating this outrage, — an imputation 
which no one otherwise would have credited a moment, 
but against which he thought it worth while to advance 
an indecorous alibi. This occurrence would, perhaps 
unreasonably, serve to attract the sympathy of English- 
men to the mob's victim, but another secured it. 
The Clerkship of the Pells, a sinecure office worth not 
less than £3000 a year, fell vacant on the very day that 
Parliament met. It was universally expected that Pitt 
would take it as of right, and so acquire an independ- 
ence, which would enable him to devote his life to 
politics, without care for the morrow. He had not 
£300 a year; his positi(^ was to the last degi^ee 
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precarious. If now defeated, it was clear that he would 
meet witii no mercy, and that tlie King and the country 
would fall bound into the hands of the Coalition, who 
might almost achieve a permanent oligarchy to his 
permanent exclusion. Pitt disappointed his friends and 
amazed his enemies. He gave the plaee to Barr(^, mak- 
ing it a condition that Barrd should resign the pension 
received from Kockingham. To a nation inured to jobs 
this came as a revelation. They were familiar with 
great orators, and they had seen most of them provided 
at one time or another ^vith sinecures and pensions. But 
here was a youth of equal ability to whom it did not 
seem to occur to place his own fortunes in competition 
with the commonwealth — to whom money that could 
benefit the State was abhorrent. Even Thurlow could 
not refrain from a growl of admiration. 

Above and beyond all was the fact that Pitt, 
young, unaided, and alone, held his own with the 
great leaders allied against him. Exposed to the 
heaviest artillery that wit and fury and eloquence could 
bring to bear, he was never swayed or silenced. In 
face of so resolute a resistance, the assailants began 
to melt away. Their divisions, though they always 
showed a superiority to the Government, betrayed 
notable diminution ; and, large or small, seemed to pro- 
duce no more efiect on the administration than if they 
were the votes of a college debating society. Worse 
than all, they had an uneasy consciousness, ripening 
daily into certainty, that the country was not with 
them. Addresses were pouring in, to applaud the con- 
duct of the King in dismissing the Coalition. Fox, 
moreover, found that his party would not join him in 
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stopping tile supplies. His one resource was a short 
Mutiny Bill, whicli would preyent sudden or premature 
dissolution. The' current- Bill would expire on the 25tli 
of March. Ministers were in a state of perplexity and 
alarm, Burges, then Under Secretary of State, who 
was, however, too vain a man to he a perfectly trust- 
worthy authority, relates that they were relieved by a 
simple expedient. It was found that more than once 
the Mutiny Bill had been introduced into the House of 
Lords, and coming thence had passed without question 
in the House of Commons. Such a solution would not 
be possible now, but it w’-as adequate then. Pitt en- 
closed the paper of precedents in a note to Fox, asking 
Y/hat course he intended to take. His ansYver is not 
known, though sufficiently indicated by the result. 
When the Committee on the Mutiny Bill was moved, 
only two members showed themselves in opposition. 

This was on the 9th of March. On the 25th of 
March Parliament was dissolved, the announcement being 
retarded by the unexplained theft of the Great Seal. 
W^hen the elections were over, the party of Fox, it was 
found, had shared the fate of the host of Sennacherib. 
The number of Fox’s martyrs — of Fox’s followers who 
had earned that nickname by losing their seats — was 
160. He himself had to await, in the constituency of 
Orkney, the result of a scrutiny at Westminster, for 
which he had been chosen. Conway and Lord John 
Cavendish, two Whig princes, succumbed. Coke, the 
Lord of Norfolk, shrank before the storm. The un- 
known and plebeian Wilberforce triumphed over the 
Whig aristocracy of Yorkshire. Pitt himself forsook 
the inglorious security of Appleby, and stood in the , van 
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of the battle as candidate for tbe University of Cam- 
bridge^ wbicli liad before rejected Mm. He ousted 1116 
two Coalition members, and secured the seat for life. 

lie won all along the line, but watched the last and 
longest contest with undisguised anxiety. Fox was 
carrying on one of those interminable . combats which 
gave a singular' celebrity to the - constituency of - West- 
minster. The poll was open for forty days. Ho effort 
was . spared. Promises and menaces and drink and cash 
were all lavishly given; the proudest ladies stepped 
into the purlieus of the ancient city to secure highly 
flavoured votes ; the Heir to the Throne himself took an 
animated part. In this respect the contest was unequal. 
On the side of Fox’s opponent Lady Salisbury took the 
field ; but her haughty canvass was easily routed by the 
energy, spirit, and grace of Georgiana, Duchess of 
Devonshire. At last, the first ministerial candidate 
headed the poll ; but Fox easily distanced the second. 

It was his only solace. On the other hand, he was 
excluded from office, with the exception of a few dying 
months, for life ; more bitter still, he had to witness the 
complete triumph of the youth whom he could hardly 
yet consider a rival Pitt, with the entire confidence of 
the King and the Legislature, was entrusted with a 
power such as no minister had ever ■wielded since the 
Eevolution. And he was not. yet twenty-five. 

It is well here for a moment to pause and, 
with an undazzled eye, take stock of this splendid 
occasion. To idle observers it may appear that Pitt 
occupied his place by mere prerogative, aided by popular 
aversion to the Coalition. This is only a fraction of the 
truth. ' Fox,' who had latelyi>8en the idol of the people, 
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would have been supported by the constituencies against 
the prerogative, never popular, and against the King who 
had not then attained popularity, had the case been so 
simple } for they would have forgotten the Coalition in 
resentment against the arbitrary authority of the 
monarch. But, as it was, the unpopularity of the King 
was obliterated for ever by the odium of the Coalition. 
Nor was North personally an object of aversion. After 
his resignation, he made a tour in the country, during 
which he received ovations at once unexpected and 
unusual. The truth lies much deeper. The King and 
Pitt were supported on the tidal wave of one of those 
great convulsions of feeling, which in Great Britain 
relieve and express pent-up national sentiment, and 
which in other nations produce revolutions. ‘‘The 
Public,” says a shrewd contemporary observer, “ and the 
Public only, enabled Pitt to defeat the powerful phalanx 
drawn up against him.” 

The country was sick of the “ old lot ” — the poli- 
ticians who had fought and embraced and intrigued and 
jobbed among themselves, with the result of landing 
Great Britain in an abyss of disaster and discomfiture, 
such as she had never known since the Dutch ships sailed 
up the Medway. For eight years there had been war 
against scattered plantations of our own race, war end* 
ing in complete discomfiture ; to which had been super- 
added the perhaps more poignant humiliation of being 
compelled to yield, not merely to the colonists, but to 
the French. And as, when the Dutch were insulting 
and threatening the metropolis, the memories of men 
recurred to the supremacy of Cromvreli but a few years 
before, so now there was additional sting to those 
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still alive wiio remembered the glories of Chatbam. 
Bince then, at an expenditure of a hundred aiui forty 
milions, through eight agonising years, Englishmen bad 
seen their armies in a constant condition of capitulation 
or defeat. They had hired Germans by the thousand 
to shoot down American Englishmen in vain. They 
had employed Eed Indians to tomahawk their brethren 
without effect Paul Jones had harried the coasts of 
Scotland, and people long remembered how the pious 
folk of Kirkcaldy had watched and prayed while his 
ships hove to within a mile of their shore. That night, hy 
an interposition which the least devout hailed as a direct 
result of intercession, a gale arose and drove the flotilla 
away; but far in the Firth of Forth the traveller 
can still perceive, almost lost in a gaunt pier of the 
great bridge, the little simple fortification, w'hich was 
erected against the audacious privateer. They had 
seen the fleet of England retiring before the squadrons 
of France and Spain, and yielding to them the dominion 
of the British Channel Even the splendour of Rodney 
could not atone for this ; while his instant supersession 
increased their distrust of the Government, They 
had seen their ambassadors suing for assistance at 
European courts in terms almost abject, and repulsed 
in terms of candid contempt. It was universally 
admitted that Great Britain had sunk to be a second, if 
not a third, rate Power, '• And if they v/ere thus con- 
sidered abroad, what was there to console our forefathers 
at home ? They had beheld their capital half burned to 
the ground by mobs, which the Ministry seemed as 
unable to control as the people of New England. They 
had seen Government, in th« sheer shame of impotence, 
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obliged to cede to Ireland wliatevei* of independence tlie 
Dublin Parliament demanded, from the impossibility of 
sending a regiment to , defend the , island. What might 
have been an act of grace, was only another abasement. 
There was not a drop wanting to their cup of bitterness. 
Was it for this they had spent their treasure and their 
armies ? There was something rotten in the State, and 
. the rottenness seemed to begin in their politicians. 

The English mind moves slowly, but with exceeding 
sureness, and it had reached this point at the election of 
1 7 84, The people had looked for a cause of these mani- 
fold eiTects, and had found it in their rulers. Any doubts 
they may have entertained would have been dispelled by 
the speeches of Burke on economical, and of Pitt on parlia- 
mentary, reform. At the beginning of the reign they 
had fancied that the Scots were at the root of the evil. 
But, though Bute had long passed away from the politi- 
cal scene, matters had grown worse. And now they 
found it authoritatively declared how deep the gangrene 
of jobbery had eaten into the House of Commons ; how 
one member received a large income as turnspit to the 
King ; and how eight were purchased and nominated by 
an Indian prince. Taxes might grow, and armies might 
disappear, and the gazettes might reek of disgrace : 
still, war loans and war contracts swelled the spawn of 
corruption: still, successive ministers and their friends 
filled their bottomless pockets, and found a solid set- 
off to national dishonour in the pickings of national 
profusion. Under Horth, political degradation seemed to 
have reached its climax. There had been hope, indeed, 
of Fox, who had. denounced North in terms of /mascu- 
line and indignant invective. But now he, too had ' 
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embraced North ; the accuser had sat down with the 
accused^ and both A^ere in volred without nice discriiii- 
iiiation in the common system of turpitude. ’ As to the 
Whig figure-heads, they were possibly honest but certainly 
wooden. In their despair, men looked round for a saviour 
-of society, who should 'cast, the money-changers , out of 
the temple of Government, ■ and restore to Britain, not 
her former glory indeed, hut a decent and honourable 
existence. At this moment, there appeared before them 
a young university student 3 rich with lofty eloquence 
and heir to an immortal name ; untainted in character, 
spotless in life ; who showed the very first' day that .. 
he met Parliament as Minister a supreme disdain for ' 
the material prizes of political life. The auspices under 
which he obtained power were not indeed popular, but 
less odious than the combination he succeeded. To 
a jaded and humiliated generation the son of Chatham 
came as a new hope and a possible revelation. Here 
was one who would not be easily corrupted ; nay, one 
who might stem the tide flowing so fast against us at 
home and abroad. In a few months, the elder Pitt had 
raised England from the ground and placed her at the 
head of Europe. Might not something be hoped of his 
son 1 

The change was thus not merely an epoch in the life of 
Pitt, but in English politics. It was hailed by the nation 
as a new departure. Nor did the situation lack the 
irony inseparable from great events 3 for there were 
piquant elements of miscalculation and anomaly. The 
anomaly lay with Pitt, the miscalculation with the King. 
Pitt, who had entered Parliament as a foe to prerogative 
anddie , friend, of reform, wm to become Prime Miuistei 
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by a violent exercise of the ones and to lose sight foi 
ever, with a faint exception, of the other. On , the other 
hand, the risk run by the King had been immense : and it 
is only fair to say he had made proof of rare and signal 
courage. For he had played on the throw all that to him 
made a throne worth having. The general election of 
May, indeed, condoned his absolute action of December. 
But, had it fallen differently, he must have become as 
much the prisoner of party as Louis XVI. on his return 
from Yarennes. And yet, while he stood to lose so 
much, his winnings, as he computed them, were small 
He had reckoned on finding a minister who would 
execute his wishes, and be the pliant agent of a power- 
ful monarch. But there is little doubt that in ridding 
himself of the tyranny of the Whigs, with the assistance 
of Pitt, he only exchanged one bondage for another 
He had worked to procin'e for Pitt the majority which 
was henceforth to make Pitt independent of himself. 
There is evi^dence to show that from the first he dreaded, 
and in the end disliked, his too powerful minister. In 
their correspondence we find none of the fondness with 
which George III. addressed Addington or Eldon. The 
King’s tone is rather that of a man in embarrassed circum- 
stances, corresponding with the family solicitor. He was 
sensible that Pitt had him in his power, and that, should 
Pitt desert him, he must faU bound into the hands of 
Fox. Later on, he was suspected of meditating a possible 
resource in Grenville. But we doubt his seriously con- 
templating an emancipation from Pitt so long as Pitt, 
and indeed so long as Fox, should last. For the 
peculiarity of the position was . that, apart from his own 
great qualities, the strengtj'i of Pitt lay in the aversion 
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of both King , and people for Fox. Just as in tlie 
opinion of the shrewd Auckland the opposition of Fox 
had kept North in office, so now it largely helped to 
sustain Pitt. Incapacity could not long have reposed on 
mistrust ; but so able and honest a Minister was served 
to the end of his life by the generous extravagances of 
Fox and the undying memory of the Coalitiom 
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FIEST YEAES OF ADMimSTEATIOF 

The first days of Pitt's power are not altogether plea- 
sant to contemplate. His demeanour was imendurably 
cold and repellent. He felt perhaps that it was necessary 
for so young a minister to hold mankind at a distance ; 
or what had before been called shyness was now called 
pride. At any rate, as the kind Wilberforce regretfully 
notes, he did not make friends. His father had kept 
two generations in a state of subjection and awe, but 
Chatham was a consummate actor, and Pitt was not. 
It is told of Chatham that when he met a bishop, he 
bowed so low that his nose could be seen between 
his knees. So appalling a suavity of demeanour in- 
spired probably even more terror than his intolerable 
eye. But Pitt’s haughtiness was less sardonic; at any 
rate, it was of a different kind. 

His unfortunate bearing did him no good. A graver 
charge against him. at the moment of elevation is his 
behaviour to Fox . Fox had been returned for West- 
minster. But , the High Bailiff, instead of makiiig 'a 
return, sent in a statement of the number severally polled,, 
and an intimation, that h^ ■ had , granted; ,, scrutiny 


CHAT. IV FIRST YEARS. OF. ARME^^ISTEATION. : ; ' : 65^, 

a I'sroce vdiiig wliick ■ coiiid;' , not . ' be .. constitutional^ as it 
have excliirled Westniiiister from re-presentation 
for a whole parliament, should tlio- scnitiiiy be proloiiged ; 
into a measure of obstruction, ■ ' Pitt,, however, tiiider , 
the inliiieiice of Sir Lloyd ■ Kenyon, Master... of the 
'Bolls,' sustained the action of the ' High BailifiV 
met with a Avell ■ merited rebuff. ; Kor .%vas Ms action 
a. mere incident of party ' Avarfare. He threw into ■ it 
all his energies, and the passion of a personal ' cause, 
Throughout the general election he, had concentrated, 
Ms attention ' on Westminster; he- had. been' defeated, 
and now endeavoured to cover Ms repulse by proceed- 
ings which,, as they /were not adequate to prevent Ms 
powe,rfuI rival from sitting in' the House of Commons, 
bore the appearance of personal rancour or personal 
mortification, and , the even baser suspicion oIr an 
attempt to finally crush that rivars . wrecked fortunes. 
On this issue Fox put forth nev/ resources and splendours 
of eloquence. He exceeded himself, by delivering what 
is often considered as the best of his speeches ; and, more 
remarkable still, so well reported that Lord Holland de- 
clared in reading it, he fancied he heard his uncle’s voice. 
But the Minister’s resolution was worthy a bettei' cause. 
Every omen pointed to- disaster;, the most sinister par- 
liamentary portents and the marked hostility of public 
opinion failed to deter him,. In the face of shrinking 
majorities, of lukewarm £riends,„ and a .reluctant King,' 
he persevered. The result from the first was discouraging, 
and soon ended in collapse.: '. His. m,aJ'oritynn, the : address 
had been 1 68. But in the first division on the scrutiny it 
fell to 97, Within three weeks ''it..'sunk to 78,, at the. very . 
moment when his majority on the India Bill wm 21 L 
,'FA.F: 
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In the next session he fared worsCj for on the 9th 
of February 1785 it had dwindled to 39. On the 
21st of February it was but nine; while on the 4th 
of March Pitt found himself defeated by 38 votes ; 
and the High Bailiff was compelled to make an 
immediate return. Pitt had mistaken the temper of 
the nation, and the complexion of his party. English- 
men delight in a fair hght and a fair victory ; but nothing 
is so revolting to them as anything which bears the 
semblance of ungenerous treatment of a fallen enemy. 
The feeling of the country was reflected in his followers, 
who displayed more independence than Pitt had con- 
ceived possible. In this particular case, the demon- 
stration against him was manly and justified. It is one 
of the rare occasions on which his parliamentary tact 
failed him ; perhaps the only instance of personal petti- 
ness to which he ever condescended. If it is not a 
surprising lapse of judgment and temper in a man of 
twenty-four, it is amazing when the general tenor of 
his character and career is considered. 

If Pitt sustained humiliation on the scrutiny, it was 
forgotten in the general lustre of his statesmanship. In 
the interval between the 19th of December and the 
12 th of January he had not merely formed his Govern- 
ment, but he had prepared and procured the consent 
of the East India Company to a new India Bilk It 
had met, of course, with no mercy in debate, but had 
only been rejected by a reluctant majority of eight. 
He now reintroduced substantially the same measure, 
and obtained a division of 271 to 60 in its favour. It 
instituted that complex system of government and that 
Board of Control, which endured till the Act of 1858. 
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But in comparing it with Fox's notorious Bill, it is fair 
to make one remark. Fox had proposed to hand over 
the , .patronage and power of India to, irremovahie 
Commissioners for four years. . It was urged against 
this scheme that by it. Fox, in or out of office, would' 
have' through ■ his appointed ' Commissioners all the 
patronage of the East ; and that for four years, ■ whoever 
might rule in England, he would rule in India. The 
same objection might, however, be urged against any 
new body of Commissioners appointed under party 
government ; and so far as patronage was concerned, it 
could hardly have been exercised in a more partisan 
spirit for four years under Fox's arrangement, than it 
was under Pitt's for eighteen. Wielded by Dundas in 
dexterous combination, he so arranged it, no doubt for 
the mutual benefit of both, that the Eastern Empire of 
which he was the trustee should be enriched by an 
unceasing immigration from his own kingdom of Scotland. 

Pitt's chief cares and eminent success of this session 
were, however, connected with finance. He had in a year 
of peace to bring forward a war budget, having been left 
with a deficit of six, and a fipating debtof at least fourteen 
millions, besides a debt of two millions to the Bank of 
England and the usual deficiencies on the Civil List. 
Moreover, smuggling had grown to such a height that it 
required immediate and drastic remedies. The leading 
features of his financial operations were three. Smuggling 
was chiefly carried on in tea ; it was calculated that the 
consumption of illicit was double that of duty-paying tea. 
To meet this, apart from more stringent regulations as 
regards search, he lowered ai^ varied the tea duty so m 
to take away the smuggler’s: probable profit'; wMie 
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met the deficiency of revenue thus caused by an increase' 
of the window tax. He calculated the population " of 
England to be six millions ; four millions of whom, by 
paying an increased window tax, should bring up the 
revenue to at least the seven or eight hundred thousand 
provided by the old tea duty, although they would pay 
less for their tea, even with th-e new window tax thrown in, 
than under the actual tea tax ; while the remaining two 
millions, consuming the cheaper teas and living in houses 
of less than seven windows, would get their tea duty-free. 

The second feature of histfinanci al pol icy was that, for 
the loans required to meet the deficit and the floating 
debt, he accepted the lowest tend er by pu blic comp eti- 
tion, thus abolishing for ever the corrupt and costly 
favouritism which had disgraced previous loans. By this 
single measure he probably did more to purify Parlia- 
ment than he could have effected by his Eeform Bill. 

The third was the variety of tax by which he raised 
the additional revenue required. Hats, raw silk, horses, 
linens, calicoes, candles, licenses for dealers in excisable 
commodities, bricks, tiles, shooting certificates, paper, 
hackney coaches, gold and silver plate, the export of 
lead, ale-licenses, race-horses, and postage were all taxed 
to produce some J900,000. On the night of his budget 
(June 30, 1784) he moved 133 financial resolutions. 
Some of his proposals, among them a coal tax, had to 
be modified or withdrawn, and they are here stated in 
their ultimate form ; but Pittas conciliatory method of 
explanation produced scarcely less impression than the 
capacity which he displayed in unfolding them. 

The recess, after this busy and eventful session, he 
spent between Putney and Brighton, studying, in con- 
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jEiictioii witli Irisli mmisters and British. mercliaBts, the, 
proper measures to give effect to his Irish policy. ■ This 
period, was marked by two- incidents — one of tran.sieiitj 
the other of pemianent importance. The first was the 
entry into the Ministry of the cantioos ■ Catnden ; the 
other was, the postponement of the opening of .Parliament 
from the usual date' at the beginning of November till 
the end of January. 

The Houses met (January, 1785) under the cloud of 
European disturbances, evolyed by the restless ambition 
of Joseph the Second in the Netherlands ; a cloud soon 
dispelled. As regards domestic affairs, Pitt was able to 
point to the success of his financial measures. The 
revenue was displaying unwonted buoyancy ; it was ad- 
vancing by leaps and bounds ; and the minister was able 
to promise the early creation of a sinking fund, so soon 
as he should have been able to dispose of the floating 
debts which he had inherited from the war. As to the 
measures for the suppression of smuggling, Fox himself 
acknowledged their efficacy. PitPs reputation as a peace 
financier was established, and was to suffer no abatement. 

His other measures were less successful. He suffered 
his final rebuff on the Westminster Scrutiny. For the 
third and, as it proved, for the last time, he brought for- 
ward (April 18, 1785) the question of parliamentary 
reform. He proposed to give seventy-two seats to London 
and the largest counties ; these seveiity-two seats to be 
obtained by the voluntary and compensated surrender 
of their franchise by thirty-six .petty boroughs,' while per- 
manent provision was made for the future surrender of 
such boroughs under similar conditions of compensation 
and transfer. This last enactment would, he conceived, 
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make liis measure , final, sell-adjustingy and complete, and 
olbviate all necessity for any further reform. 

He displayed extraordinary zeal and aMlity on . this 
occasion. He personally canvassed his friends. He 
summoned Wilberforce from the Eiviera He adj'ured 
the Duke of Rutland to influence from Ireland York- 
shiremen of weight in its favour. He declared to this 
intimate friend that he regarded the success of his plan 
as essential to the credit, if not the stability, of his 
administration, as well as to the good government of the 
country hereafter. Nay, he even, implored the neutrality 
of the hostile King, which was promised with the saturnine 
comment that “ The conduct of some of Mr. Pitt’s most 
intimate friends on the Westminster Scrutiny shows 
that there are questions men will not by friendship be 
biassed to adopt.” . The motion was defeated, whether 
owing to the reluctance of members or the significant 
silence of the monarch it is difficult to say. 

But the capital measure of the session of 1785 con- 
cerned Ireland. .Pitt’s Irish policy was at this time: 
repeatedly defined by himself. It was large and states- 
manlike. He accepted as irrevocable the settlement of 
1782, which gave Ireland parliamentary independence' : 
and he sought to unite the two countries on the sure 
basis of commercial intercourse' and common interest.' 
Were this accomplished, it would, he believed, remove 
all possible danger and mconvenience from the duality 
of legislatures. Nor . was it a work that admitted of 
delay ; it had to be done while the new institutions in 
Ireland and their under-growth of tendencies were still 
plastic, before gristle had Hardened into bone. His aim 
was to follow up this, the most urgent, with ,^.tw^ other' , 
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measures; one a reform of' tlie Irish Parliament, the 
other the 'conversion of the volunteers into a' militia. 
But all hung together, all .fell together, 

' His commercial scheme was embodied in eleven 
resolutions, concerted in the vacation, and passed by the 
Irish Parliament just before Pitt presented them to the 
House of Commons. Their object was to allow the 
importation, without increase of duty, of all produce from 
other countries, through Ireland into Great Britain and 
through Great Britain into Ireland; to reduce the duties 
on the produce and manufactures of both countries to 
the scale of that country where the duties were lowest ; 
and to provide a contribution from Ireland to the imperial 
navy by enacting that, whenever the gross hereditary 
revenue of Ireland (which then stood at £652,000) should 
rise above £656,000, the surplus was to he applied to 
that object y only in a saving clause, introduced in Ireland, 
this last provision was not to take effect in time of peace, 
unless there was a just balance between income and 
expenditure. 

Their general scope, however, was tersely embodied 
in the first resolution : “That Ireland should be admitted 
to a permanent and irrevocable participation of the 
commercial advantages of this country, when the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland shall secure an aid out of the surplus of 
the hereditary revenue of that kingdom towards defray- 
ing the expense of protecting the general commerce of 
the Empire in time of peace.” 

Pitt’s exposition of his policy was worthy of the 
subject. He denounced in the strongest terms the past 
treatment of Ireland by England. Until these last very 
few years, he said, the system had been that of debarring 
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Ireland from the use and enjoyment of her^ own_ re. 
sources; of making that kingdom completely subsement 
to the interests and opulence, of this country; wrthout 
suffering her to share in the bounties of .nature, m the 
industry of her citizens, or to contribute to the general 
interests and strength of the Empire This system 
had counteracted the kindness of Providence and sus- 
pended the enterprise of man. B had been a policy of 
keeping the smaller country completely subservient and 
subordinate to the greater; to make the one, as it were, an 
instrument of advantage; and to force all her efforts to 
operate in favour, and conduce merely to the interest, of 
the other. But this “system of cruel and abominable 
restraint ” had been exploded, and he aimed at a better, 
a more natural, and a more equitable relation- a parti- 
cipation and community of benefits and a system of 
equality and fairness which, without tending to aggrandise 
the one or to depress the other, should seek the aggregate 
interests of the Empire. On this general basis he moved 
his resolutions ; he had anxiously searched for the “best 
means of uniting the two countries by the firmest and 
most indissoluble bonds” ; and this was the result. 

As to the equivalent to be received from Ireland in 
exchange for the commercial advantages conceded to 
her, it was to be in exact proportion to the henent she 
derived from them. From the nature of the Irish 
hereditary revenue, it would be an ingenious measure of 
the success of the proposal and the advantage that Ireland 
would reap from it ; while, on the other hand, it would 
be, by the same process of self-adjustment, scrupulously 
fail- towards England. For it consisted of certain 
customs-duties, imposed on almost every species of goods 
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Tiiport.ed ; an exciv^e duty upon some articles of tlic most 
general consumption ; and a house tax levied on the 
iiiiniber of mouths in each. It was obvious, therefore, that 
this revenue would necessarily increase, as soon as the new 
arraiigenient began to take effect, and in exact proportion 
to that effect : every article of which it was composed 
being so closely connected with commerce, wealth, and 
population. So much for the solace of Ireland. And for 
the satisfaction of England he pointed out that, if little 
should be given to England, it was because little had 
been gained in Ireland ; so that, whether much or little 
should be gained from it, England would have no cause 
to be dissatisfied; if much should be got, she would be 
a gainer; if little, it would be a proof that little of the 
commerce of England had found its way to Ireland, so 
that there would not be room for Jealousy. 

The policy and the speech were alike ingenious, 
fruitful, and statesmanlike ; but in England the opposi- 
tion of apprehensive interests was sustained and bitter. 
Two months were spent by the House of Commons in 
the examination and discussion of commercial represen- 
tatives, headed and guided by Wedgewood. As a result, 
Pitt found that he could not carry his original proposi- 
tions. On the 12th of May (1785) he introduced a 
score of remodelled resolutions. But the amendments 
added to secure English, hopelessly alienated Irish sup- 
port. All the new, as compared with the original, articles 
vfere restrictive of Irish trade ; but the fourth resolution 
attempted a restraint on the Irish Parliament. It en- 
acted that all laws, which had been or should be passed 
with reference to navigationjn the imperial legislature^ 
should also apply to Ireland by laws to be passed 
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by tlie Irish Parliament. . Fox saw liis opportunity-. 
He could not now defeat tlie propositions in England ; 
but he could secure their rejection in Ireland, With 
extraordinary power and ability, he thundered against 
the surrender of legislative independence that the minis- 
ter was demanding from Ireland. Where ministers, he 
declared, had not betrayed their imbecility they had been 
insidious ; where they had not been insidious, they had 
been treacherous. It would have been more manly and 
more honourable to have plainly told the Irish, ^Hhat 
however desirous and happy we should be to serve you, 
yet, in justice to our own country, we find we cannot 
grant what we offered. Without being the ruin of many 
here, we cannot serve an equal number of you. Without 
exposing our own country and its manufactures and 
manufacturers to ruin, or without your yielding up the 
independency of your Parliament, we cannot grant the 
participation offered to you.^1 And he bade farewell to 
the resolutions with the impassioned exclamation, ^^I 
will not barter English commerce for Irish slavery ; that 
is not the price I would pay, nor is this the thing I would 
purchase.” In that pithy sentence with consummate 
dexterity he combined the objections of both the English 
and the Irish. The note he struck readily resounded in 
Ireland. Grattan denounced the English propositions 
in a speech which the Viceroy described as ineredibly 
eloquent, seditious, and inflammatory. Orde, the Chief 
Secretary, did not venture to proceed with them, and 
Pitt abandoned them for ever. 

So passed away another of the rare and irrevocable 
opportunities of uniting the two countries. It is impos- 
Bible to blame the Irish, jealous of any reflection on 
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their new legislative independence, and who had seen the 
resolutions which they had passed suspiciously transmuted 
in this direction. Nothing, again, can be more admirable 
than the energy, the foresight, and the disregard of 
popular clamour displayed by the young minister. There 
is also some excuse for the opposition of Fox, because 
Fox openly professed that he had never been able to 
understand political economy. But when we consider 
the object and the price ; that the price was free trade 
and the object commercial and, in all probability, complete 
union with Ireland; that there was, in fact, no price to 
pay, bub only a double boon, to use Pitt’s happy 
quotation, “twice blessed; it blesseth him that gives 
and him that takes,” it is difficult to avoid the im- 
pression that there has been throughout the past history 
of England and Ireland a malignant fate counteracting 
every auspicious chance, and blighting each opportunity 
of beneficence as it arises. 

At any rate, Pitt, thougli be at first preserved the 
confident language of persistence, abandoned bence- 
forward this wise and kindly Irish policy. He felt that 
the jealousy and prejudice which had driven Burke from 
Bristol had abated little of their rigour; and that Irish 
national sentiment, rooted deeply in the past, regarded 
with classical apprehension the very gifts of the English. 
His impressions were excusable, and even natural, in 
view of the circumstances of the time. But all parties 
may well regret that Pitt did not display on this occa- 
sion soiQ.ething of the same 

regard to Ms later Irish projects. In 1786 he included 
Ireland in his commercial treaty vdth France, and Ireland 
. This linw&er,. did' mot' encourage 
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kim to resume his larger scheme. From this time forward, 
he appears to have turned his attention from Ireland, or 
at any rate to have looked more to that legislative uiiioi] 
for' which his most intimate friends, such, as Eutland 
and Wilberforce, openly expressed their anxiety, and to 
which another juncture was soon to point. 

But the abandonment of the Irish commercial pro- 
positions suggests a curious question. Why were they 
relinquished, and why were so many of the principal 
Grovernment measures abandoned or defeated '? We have 
seen that in May 1784 the Opposition lay crushed and 
almost obliterated at Pitt’s feet. Since then, he had 
sustained defeat on the Westminster Scrutiny, on Parlia- 
mentary Eeform, and had first to remodel and then to 
withdraw his Irish resolutions ; he had also been com- 
pelled to take back his coal tax. In 1786 be was de- 
feated on the government scheme of fortifications. In 
1788, on the East India Declaratory Bill, he was again 
ran hard, and thought to be in actual jeopardy. 

Why was this powerful minister exposed to these 
rebuffs, in a Parliament elected so entirely for liis 
personal support 1 The reason is partly special, and 
partly general “It is a very loose Parliament,” notes 
Eden, than whom there was no more acute observer, 
“and Government has not a decisive hold of it upon 
any particular question.” Pitt soon made the same 
observation. “Do not imagine,” he writes this year, 
“because we have had two triumphant diTisions, that we 
have everything before us. We have an indefatigable 
enemy, sharpened by disappointment, watching and 
improving every opportunity. It has required infinite 
patience, management, and exertion to meet the clamour 
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out of doors, and to prevent it infecting our supporters 
in the House. Our majority, though a large one, is 
composed of men .who: think, or at least act, so much for 
themselves, that we , are hardly sure from day to day 
what impression they may receive,” It is probahle that, 
in view of Pitt’s youth, his plans were not at first received 
with the confidence to w^hich they were entitled, nor does 
it ever seem to have occurred to his supporters that any 
number of defeats of this nature could bring about his 
resignation. There can be no doubt that he bitterly felt 
these miscarriages ; but it is also clear that no thought 
of resignation crossed his mind. This in itself would 
show how different was the condition of the House of 
Commons of those days from the Hotise of Commons of 
these. 

But the difference lay much deeper. The composition 
of a parliamentary majority at that time was that of a 
feudal or a Highland army. It was an aggregate of the 
follomngs of a few great chiefs, of whom the King 
himself was the principal. A powerful leader would 
make a sign and his followers disappear; one bugle 
call would be followed by another, until one day the 
whole array would have melted away, and the general 
be a lonely fugitive. What Clanronald or Lochiel 
had been in a Lonsdale or the Duke 

of Norfolk were in a political campaign. And of 
those who were hot at the beck of great mongers, 
fewer then than now feared the loss of their seat 
as the consequence of their parliamentary vote. Some 
sate for family boroughs; some who had paid four 
or five thousand pounds for their seat, knew that 
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Public opinion, in so far as ' it existed, was a subtle and 
indirect influence. The cohesive force of a party lay, 
not in the power of the people, but in the patronage ol 
the minister. And so we shall And in those days many 
more instances of a sort of personal independence in the 
House of Commons than now, and a minister much 
more frequently at the mercy of Parliament, of the 
personal pique of some baffled noble, of a Duke of 
Greenwich alienated by a Lord Oidborough’s unsealed 
letter, of a Temple resentful of withheld dignities. In 
recent times a government, clearly designated by the 
result of a general election, can generally remain in office 
for the duration of a Parliament; as the pressure of the 
majority, instant and weighty, not merely supports but 
guides. But, in the last half of the last century, a 
minister obtained comparatively little assistance from 
public opinion, while he had to struggle with the secret 
currents of royal and jobbing intrigue. 

A curious illustration of parliamentary government 
at this time is to be found in an analysis of the House 
of Commons dated May 1, 1788, which has been recently 
discovered among the papers of one of Pitt’s private 
secretaries. In it the ** party of the Crown ” is estimated 
at 185 members. ‘‘ This party includes all those who 
would probably support His Majesty’s Government under 
any minister not peculiarly unpopular.” “The inde- 
pendent or unconnected members of the House ” (a party 
which seems to have corresponded very much with the 
Squadrone of the old Scottish Parliament) are calculated 
at 108 ; Fox’s party at 138 ; and that of Pitt at 52. 
Even this unflattering computation is further discounted 
by the remark that “ of this party, were there a new 
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Parliameiit and Mr. P. no longer' to' continue minister, 
not above twenty would be returned.” Mo document 
lias thrown more light than this on the political system 
of, this period. 

In these days, toOj.a minister would expect' some 
help from,: Ms colleagues. But Pitt could ' depend on no, 
one but Dundas. Timidity at first made able men' hold 
.alGoi. Afterwards,' when Pitt, had secured, Ms mastery 
at the polls and in debate, it may, perhaps, be charged 
against him that he determined, during eight or nine years, 
that, he should be sole and supreme minister, and that 
none. should be adm,itted who would threaten that pre- 
dominance. The ordinary vacancies in his Government 
were filled by men like Jenldnson— “ Jenky,” the sub- 
.terranean ..agent .of . the .King, who divided Ms studie,s 
between courts and commerce, and well understood both ; 
—or Pitt’s brother, Chatham, whose indolence swamped 
the superiority of his, talents and the popularity' of his 
manners., , Grenville and Wellesley were not exceptions j., 
for Wellesley only held a lordship of the Treasury,' and 
no more than Grenville,. Pitt’s .first cousin,.. in :,a,ny' degree, 
menaced the minister’s monopoly of parliamentary 
power. It was not till the stress, of the French Eevolu- 
tion was upon him, that he summoned to his aid all the 
men of capacity that he could collect, 

Pitt found some consolation for Ms Irish defeat, which 
he at first regarded as but temporary, in the purchase of 
Hollwood: an agreeable imprudence, which marked the 
beginning of his pecuniary embarrassments. There he 
planted and planned with all the enthusiasm which 
had, .parked,' Ms ^father’s operations' at Hayes and: .Burton 
'Pyns,ent.' "But the' .Hollwood of -Pitt. has. long, disappeared/ 
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The house he built has been demolished; and the wood^ 
he planted can no more ^ be traced. There, remaiiiSj how- 
ever, an ancient,' memorable oak ; stretched under which, 
Wilberforce and he resolved on ' that campaign for the 
abolition of-: the Slave Trade, which gave honour to the 
one and immortality to the other. 
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WARBEN HASTINGS AND THE REGENCY 

In 1786 Pitt returned to a January meeting ol 
Parliament, when the Duke of Richmond broiiglit 
forward a scheme for the fortification of Portsmouth 
and Plymouth. This, as has been said, was defeated. 
On the other hand, the minister reached the culminating 
point of his financial fame by his plan for the redemption 
of the National Debt, which his contemporaries regarded 
as his highest claim to renown, and w'hich is accordingly 
inscribed on the scroll to which he is pointing in Law- 
rence’s majestic portrait. The merits of his plan were 
twofold. He created an independent Board of Com- 
missioners for the reduction of the debt, to whom a 
million was to be annually paid; they were to be 
officials of the highest character and distinction : the 
Speaker, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Master of 
the Rolls, the Accountant General, the Governor and 
Deputy Governor of the Bank of England; and in this 
form the Board exists to this day. With the million 
allotted to them they were to. purchase stock. This 
stock was not to be cancelled, and so would continiie to 
bear ::into would be received' by 
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the Commissioners, and applied to the purchase of stock, 
in addition to the annual million placed at their disposal 
for the same purpose. 

• The signal merit of this scheme was that by these 
means the Sinking Fund so formed was in the hands 
of a permanent and substantive body, whose action 
could only be controlled by the direct interference of 
Parliament, and could not be tampered with for the 
passing needs of a ministry. There was this further 
indirect advantage, -that there was extracted from the 
pockets of the taxpayer for the redemption of debt not 
morely the annual million, but also the amount of the 
interest of the stock pui'chased. These were the real 
benefits ; of which the second was not merely subordi- 
nate, but kept in the background. The attractions held 
forth were far more dazzling, but absolutely fallacious. 
The great discovery was supposed to be the accumula- 
tion of the fund at compound interest. This was the 
golden vision held out by Dr, Price, with the fanaticism 
of an alchemist ; a fanaticism which culminated in the 
declaration that war, while such a scheme was going on, 
would increase its efficacy.” The error was not merely 
fundamental, hut disastrous ; for the nation was deluded 
into the belief that it mattered little what was spent in 
war, if only the Sinking Fund were regularly maintained. 
As a matter of course, however, the compound interest, 
as it was called, was only the produce of taxation or 
loans. To grow of its own virtue and essence, in the 
manner described by Price, the Sinking Fund should have 
been invested in some remunerative form of productive 
industry, with a constant reinvestment of the profits ; as 
it was, it only represented the sums, whether in the 
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shape of anmiai capital or of the interest paid on the' stock 
piirciiasecl, tliat Parliament chose to set apart for the 
' payiiieiit- of debt. All the money j. in fact, came from the 
same source. Its . real value lay in the, fact tliat it 
an honest and steadfast .method of paying, off. debt; and 
experience tells us that debt is in reality only reduced 
by the patriotic resolve of Parliament ; which is rendered 
doubly efficient when, as in PitEs scheme, tlie Fund 
devoted to debt redemption is placed' beyond the casual 
interference of a needy ■ministe.r, and when its operations 
are scarcely perceptible to a public, justly if sometimes 
ignorantly, impatient of taxation. It is probable that 
Pitt gi*asped this truth, and' was not for long ' the 
dupe of Price’s fantastic calculations. Frere, at least, 
says that this was so, and that Pitt mainly valued Ms 
Sinking Fund as a means of inducing the nation to 
submit to the irksome and unpopular operation of pay- 
ing off debt. 

The most striking feature of the session is the opening 
of that long campaign against Warren Hastings,' which, 
as regards its dmation and the forces brought into play, 
resembles rather some historic siege of ancient times 
than a judicial investigation into the conduct of an 
.individual. "That great" man' had returned, in 1785, 

. conscious of' eminent services, of having strengthened,- 
if not preserved, our Indian Empire ; conscious also 
i' of .having committed 'acts which might be '.easily , con- 
.doned by Eastern morality and .'by.; the pressure ..of 
I dire necessity, but which could /hardly bear the most 
i Indulgent inquisition .of ' a British Parliament.. . ' He- had, 
however, powerful "allies;., the-'- Court, "the. East; Tndia 
Directors, and, it was believed, -the Ministry. ,' with, 



84 : 


■PITT 


CHAP. 



majority. Indeed,' 'witli the excep'tion of the leaders of 
fche Opposition, his only enemy seemed to be his own 
intolerable agent. But he was ambushed by the undying 
rancour of Francis,, and the sleepless humanity of Burke. 

The episode may be said to ha¥e occasioned more 
eloquence (including Macaulay’s), than any event in 
history. But we touch it only as regards Pitt’s con- 
nection with it. On the first charge, that relating to 
the Eohillas, Dundas was spokesman of the Government, 
and defended Hastings, though he had once bitterly 
attacked him with regard to this very transaction. Pitt 
sate silent. On the second, that relating to Benares, one 
of less gravity, Pitt’s support was confidently anticipated 
by the friends of Hastings, and he spoke mainly in 
Hastings’s defence. But towards the end of his speech 
he astonished the whole House by declaring that, while 
he approved the demand for aid and a fine for non- 
compliance, he thought the fine too large, and should 
therefore vote for the resolution ; not thereby, he 
expressly stated, pledging himself that there should be 
an impeachment, but only, if there were to be an im- 
peachment, that this should be included as one of the 
articles. The sensation was immense. There was open 
revolt. Both Paymasters, Grenville and Mulgrave, rose 
from his side to speak and vote against him. But he 
maintained his majority. For the Eohilla charge, which 
he had allowed to be opposed, there had voted 67 
against 119; for the Benares charge there voted 119 
against 79. 

About few incidents of Pitt’s long administration has 
there been so much conti’^versy. Hastings had made 
so sure of his support, and had,^ indeed, received it on a 
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iamniiig charge ;■ the point on which he gave his 
denied so comparatively insignificant ; the occasion 
;ting himself in' direct- antagonism, not merely to 
ing hut to his own subordinates, was so small, 
score of reasons have been discovered for liis 
our. He was jealous of Hastings ; he wfished to 
i red herring, across the path of . the. Opposition ; 
had a midnight interview with Diindas ; Dundas 
Jealous of Hastings : we can imagine the hum and 
buzz of political insects. But there is no necessity for 
any explanation, except the straightforward one that 
after a detailed examination of the charges and answers, 
completed after the Eohilla debate, and discussed at 
length wdth Dundas, Pitt was led to the conviction that 
he could not defend Hastings, or risk the reputation of 
his Government by associating it with the acts of the 
Hastings administration. Indeed we now know that this 
was so. The debate on the Eohilla charge was on the 
2d of June ; that on the Benares charge on the 13 th of 
June. On the 10th of June Pitt writes to Eden : ** I have 
hardly hours enough to read all the papers necessary on 
that voluminous article ” (Benares). And Dundas writes 
to Lord Cornw^allis, speaking of Pitt and himself : “The 
truth is, when we examined the various articles of 
charges against him with his defences, they were so 
strong, and the defences so perfectly unsupported, it 
was impossible not to concur.” That Pitt was not 
deeply chagrined at seeing his great foes absorbed in a 
different campaign, which should engross their energy 
of attack, may readily be believed; but such a con- 
sideration is totally insufficie^jt to explain a course which 
implied a rupture wdth his own friends, infinitely more 
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distressing to him than a daily renewal: of his accustomed 
conflicts with the Opposition. , It may even be said with- 
out extravagance that, habituated as he was tO: these con- 
testSs and confident of' success in them^ he would have 
regretted rather than promoted their cessation. ■ ' 

The recess was uneventful but for the signature of a 
commercial treaty with France, on which Pitt employed 
the polite perfidy of his- most recent convert William 
Eden. When Parliament met on the 23d of January 
1787 its conclusion ■ w^as announced, and two days after- 
wards it was laid upon the table. It was at once 
made the subject of bitter attack by Fox, for reasons 
which increase our admiration of the superhuman parts 
that could : obliterate such amazing vagaries. - In the 
very language' that he reprobated most strongly six 
years afterwards, he - thundered against any connection 
or friendship with France.' It may be said that in one 
case - he was attacking a monarchy, and in the other 
defending a republic. ■ But : 'it . Avas . not a .question -nf. 
■government, so . far, at any rate, as this . speech : was - 
concerned.. ‘‘Past experience proved . that. ' w’-henever, ' 
Prance saw this country weak, and thought her incapable 
of effectually resisting, she seized the opportunity, and 
aimed at effecting her long-desired destruction. If the 
minister would look over the correspondence in the 
Foreign Ofiice he would find the "warmest assurances of 
friendship from France up to the very moment of 
breaking with us and joining America against us. It 
was idle, therefore, to hope that she would forget her 
resentment, and abandon a purpose she had so long and 
uniformly endeavoured to achieve.” This was not the 
random rhetoric of faction, but the expression of his 



V, 


WAimim HASTINGS AKD THE REGE-^sCT S'; 

matured and deliberate opinion. ■ In November 1 785 lie 
had written to Fitzpatrick:. “The' worst of all Is, that I 
am .far from .sure wliether the- country in general would 
not like a good iiiiderstanding ■ with France .(from .the 
vain hopes of a durable peace) better than anj-^tliing. I 
am^siire that any' minister who .can like, it must not ©.rily; 
be insensible to, the interests of his ."country^ but to any 
feelings of personal ■ pride .: for, depend' upon it, when- 
ever you are .in such a situation- the French ' will make 
you feel it enough.” : 

, , This, strange opposition,, tho'ugh supported by the 
heaviest artillery of Burke and Sheridan, an.(i Francis, 
was absolutely futile ; and the address in favour of the 
treaty was carried by 236 to 116. Nothing 'in all Pitt’s 
career is more remarkable and more creditable .than the 
bold , disregard , of ■ narrow prejudices and, the large 
..conciliatory , .spirit, w,Mch he displayed' in ■ framing 
and concluding this trea.ty. But. .the ,lio.stility of Fox, 
though unavailing, was unrelenting and., .persistent, and 
indeed, with the charges .against Hastings,.. .tdo.k up the 
greater part of the session. The., operations with regard 
to Hastings, so far as they .concern the .subject '.matter of 
this book, may be dismissed- in: a sentence. -After the 
most famous of all English orations’ had been delivered 
by Sheridan, Pitt had spoken in-, support of the Begum 
charge. This made the impeachment inevitable. A 
formal resolution to this effect was unanimously carried, 
and taken up to the House, of .Lords by Burke. The 
episode illustrates in the highest degree the power and 
probity of Pitt. He had held Hastings in the hollow of 
his hand. He, and he alone^^had pronounced judgment; 
and pronounced it against his own interest. All the forces 
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of politics, with the exception of a small Opposition, were 
in favour of the great governor. There can be little doubt 
that had Pitt given his vote for Hastings, he would have 
done what many men, as honest as he, were able con- 
scientiously to do, and would have gratified the Court, 
the Company, and the mass of the Commons. But his 
amazing authority was not more conspicuous than the 
purity of his rectitude. He declined to associate himself 
with those who held that the end could justify the 
means, even for the construction of an empire or in the 
atmosphere of the East. He gave his decision as calmly 
as a judge in chambers; while Britain and India abided 
meekly by the decree of this young gentleman of 
twenty-eight. 

The day may not be far distant when the most 
memorable event of PitPs administration will be reckoned 
to this year; for it was in 1787 that a small colonising 
expedition was sent to Australia. There, by a matchless 
natural harbour, where granite gates yield a reluctant 
entrance to a paradise of waters, they founded a meagre 
settlement, and gave immortality to an obscure minister 
by calling it Sydney. But the most immediately useful 
work of the session was a plan for the consolidation and 
simplification of the various duties levied for purposes of 
revenue. These had gradually lapsed into a condition 
of confusion and complexity, involving great difficulty 
in collection and some loss to the Exchec^uer. The 
intricacy of the subject may be judged from the fact, 
that the remedial resolutions were niimbered by the 
hundred, and even the thousand; and the success of the 
proposal by the eulogy extorted from the truculent 
hostility of Burke. Further detail is beyond the limits 
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of a sketcli like tliis. So,, too, is the scandal ' with 
respect to the Prince of Wales—his debts, iiis lies, and 
his marriage: — which engrossed much of the session, and . ' 
probably all the attention that what is called Society 
had leisure to devote to politics, ■ ' It Is merely necessary 
to observe Pittas stern attitude, and absolute refusal to 
agree to any parliamentary address to the King for ' the 
payment of the Heir ApparenPs debts. , He had not 
long to wait for the result of his action in this matter. 

The health of George III seemed to promise a long 
life. As a young man, he had been warned by the 
precept and example of his uncle, the Duke of Cumber- 
land, that the danger of their family lay in a full habit 
of body, and he had struggled against the hereditary 
tendency to corpulence with energy and success. He 
spent days in the saddle. His passion for exercise wore 
out his stoutest equerries. The simplicity of his daily 
fare was such as to excite scarcely less mirth among the 
wags and wits of London, than the cool solitude of Kich- 
mond's kitchen. But he had overdone his remedy. 
Already, in 1765, he was said to have been attacked by 
mental aberration. In the autumn of 1788 he was , 
again stricken. Of all imaginable accidents the death 
or incapacity of the sovereign seemed the only one that 
could affect the position of the minister. It was known 
that, in either of those events, the Prince of Wales 
would at once dismiss the statesman, who had not 
merely withstood the proposal for the payment of his 
debts, but who was the foe of all his personal and political 
friends. 

It seemed clear that a jegent would have to be 
appointed, and. , the , question at once assumed,, several 
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different pliases.' Pitt raaintained that it was, for Parlia^ 
m,eiit to name ■a regent, and to fix diis powers j that it 
was the absolute and undeniable right of the two Houses, 
on behalf of the people, to provide for the revival of 
: what he erroneously ' called the Third Estate. Fox im- 
prudently declared that "‘in his firm opinion the Prince 
of Wales had as clear, as express a right to assume 
the reins of government, and exercise the power 
of sovereignty during the continuance of the illness 
and incapacity with which it had pleased God to afflict 
His Majesty, as in the case of His Majesty’s having 
undergone a natural and perfect demise ; ” an opinion 
which the Prince of Wales was compelled to disavow. 
The Parliament of Ireland saw in this difficulty an 
opportunity of asserting its independence; and, without 
waiting for the action of the British Legislature, accorded 
an unconditional regency to the Heir Apparent. 

At Westminster the limitations proposed were strict, 
but not unduly so when the nature of the case is con- 
sidered, The view of the Ministry, as stated by them- 
selves, was that, ‘‘ wfflile they considered the temporary 
exercise of the royal authority on His Majesty’s behalf and 
during His Majesty’s illness as essentially different from 
the actual possession of the Crown, they have at the same 
time been anxious to extend that authority which they 
could conceive essential or necessary for the temporary 
administration of the King’s power.” Pitt has been 
accused of attempting to maintain an authority inde- 
pendent of the sovereign and Parliament, because his 
Bill handed over the royal household, involving an ex- 
penditure of some £200,000 a year, and vast patronage, 
to the Queen, and therefore presumably to his own 
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coiitroL ■ ' It was contended that his action was analogous 
to that of Fox ill framing his scheme for India; and 
that similarly he would retain an irresistible influence 
and patronage, which could be affected neither by pre- 
rogative nor vote. 

Those who argued thus ignored the keystone of this 
policy — ^the opinion of the best experts that the King’s 
disorder was only temporary. Ko doubt, when the 
King’s madness was declared, the first impression of his 
physicians was that it was incurable, and under those 
circumstances Pitt prepared for a prolonged exclusion 
from public life. But these doctors spoke with almost 
absolute ignorance of insanity ; and, before the Bill for a 
regency was introduced, Willis, who spoke with almost 
absolute authority, predicted a speedy convalescence. 
The regency, then, for which Pitt was making provision, 
was not one for an indefinite number of years, but for 
,at most a few months, or even weeks. Would it then 
have been well for the minister to hand over the King’s 
household, his personal surroundings and personal asso- 
ciates, to the caprice of the Prince of Wales; that his 
old servants might be sent about their business to make 
way for the pimps and the blacklegs, the Jack Paynes 
and the George Hangers, who formed the Prince’s Court, 
so that the King’s first returning rays of reason might 
rest upon the faces that he most detested — on the para- 
sites and boon companions of his debauched son 1 Such 
a state of things might have renewed the disease of the 
Sovereign, and was, at any rate, wholly unsuited to a 
fleeting and temporary regency. 

The restrictions, howeve:|;, such as they were, the 
Prince accepted, though with the worst grace in the 
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world. The appetite of the Opposition was not such as 
could afford to wait. “I think it certain that in about 
a fortnight we shall come in/^ writes Fox, who counted 
eagerly on obtaining office by the prerogatiTe of the new 
regent in disregard and defiance of Parliament ; the very 
proceeding which had inspired him with such piercing 
philippics against his rival five years before. The 
Minister prepared to fall with dignity. He had been, 
indeed, for the last two years, less a prime minister 
than a dictator ; he ruled England, and loomed large in 
Europe. He now made unostentatious preparations to 
resume his practice as a junior at the bar. The mer- 
chants of London met, and voted £100,000 to place him 
beyond the accidents of politics. Pitt might without 
cavil have taken this offering, so honourable to both 
parties. But he would not even entertain it. He 
waved it aside with disdain. “No consideration upon 
earth,” he said, “shall ever induce me to accept it.” 
And yet, at the time, he was insolvent. 

One maybe permitted to regret that he was not allowed 
to pass for a month or two from his seat of power to a 
cell in Lincoln’s Inn. History, however, was denied so 
picturesque an episode. While the Regency Bill was 
passing, the King was recovering. Before it was out of 
committee in the Lords he was receiving his ministers. 
The situation was almost ludicrous. A week later it 
would have been his duty to give his royal dissent to the 
Regency Bill. The Ministry of Fox, already overdue 
some weeks, melted into space. English or Scottish 
rats, like Aubrey and Queensberry, cursed their evil star. 
The rats of Dublin Oastlj endeavoured to return, not 
wholly without success. As if to show that the humour 
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of the scene was inexhaustible, there arrived at this 
juncture the luckless Irish deputation with an absolute 
ofier of the regency to the Prince of Wales. They were 
received with imiversai hilarity, which their keen sense 
of the ridiculous made them, we may he sure, the first 
to feel. Their appearance was the crowning mortification 
of the discomfited Heir Apparent. The dignity of the 
delegation in the presentation of their address, which had 
to be accomplished, was indeed preserved by his genial 
grace. But no charm of manner could disguise the fact 
that Pitt once more reigned supreme, and that the 
Opposition had once more relapsed into outer darkness. 
For the Minister enjoyed at once the gi^atitude of the 
King, the enthusiasm of the masses, and the almost 
blind confidence of Parliament. It was his highest 
point of fortune and power ; an elevation that no other 
minister has attained. 

Fortune, moreover, had not exhausted her irony, 
She seemed determined to show how entirely this 
puissant minister was her plaything. He had found in 
the plenitude of his power that he held it by the pre- 
carious tenure of the King’s health. He ivas no%v to 
realise that there was another frail life to be reckoned 
in that lease of ofiSce. While London was illuminating 
for the King’s recovery, Lord Chatham lay mortally ill. 
So grave was his malady that the hunters after Provi- 
dence had fixed on Grenville as the new minister. For 
Lord Chatham’s death, by the grim humour of our con- 
stitution, would have removed Pitt from the Commons 
to the Peers. In the prime of life and intellect, he 
would have been plucked frc^ the governing body of 
the country, in which he was incomparably the most 
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important personage, and set down as a pauper, peer in 
the House of Lords. It would have 'been as if the 
Duke of Wellington in the middle of the Peninsular 
War had been transferred by the operation of constitu- 
tional law to the government of Chelsea' Hospital. 
The system, in which Burke could find no flaw, .had 
ruled that the lack of an elder brother should be 
thus punished, and ■ that the accident of an accid'ent 
should have power to blight this great career. Fortu- 
nately for Pitt and for the country, Lord Chatham re- 
covered. Strangely enough, in this very yeaivPox was 
nearly overtaken by a similar calamity. He "was indeed 
actually addressed as Lord Holland, under the belief 
that his nephew was already dead. 

And elsewhere the fates were spinning new threads, 
weaving new combinations, and shifting in their most 
tragic mood the circumstance and destiny of the world. 
Tlie cauldron was simmering into which all parties and 
politics and Pitt himself were to be plunged, to emerge 
in new shapes. Within three months the guns that 
were fired in London for the King’s recovery were 
echoed in Paris as the first signals of the long agony of 
a King’s downfall ; the Bastille had fallen, and the 
French Revolution had begun. Outside France that 
event most deeply affected Englishmen, and of all 
Englishmen Pitt, the spoiled child -of fame, and ' fortune. 


CHAPTEE VI 


THE FEEHCH EEVOLUTIOH 

While the eyes of all Europe were fixed on Paris, Pitt 
ostentatiously averted his gaze. He was deaf to the 
shrieks of rage and panic that arose from the convulsions 
of France. He determinedly set himself, to use the phrase 
of Candida, to cultivate his own garden and ignore all 
others. Let France settle her internal affairs as she 
chooses, was his unvarying principle. It is strange to 
read the uneventful record of the fiat prosperous years 
as they passed in England from July 1789 to January 
1793, and to contrast them with the contemporary stress 
and tumult in Europe. 

The history of England and of Pitt during this period 
hardly fills a page. Pitt’s budgets — to him the most im- 
portant events of the year— -are, with one exception, brief. 
The salient questions are questions of emancipation. 
There are two personal episodes, great but not equal; 
the final dismissal of the intolerable Thurlow, and the 
heroic quarrel between Fox and Burke. Thurlow 
had, as PitPs Chancellor, both publicly and privately, 
led the opposition to Pitt’s Government. The origin of 
the grudge that produced this scandal cannot now be 
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ascertained ; some' unguarded phrase had probably 
rankled. Thurlow relied absolutely on the King, and 
thought himself royally impervious to ministerial change. 
He had been Chancellor with North, with Fox, and with 
Shelburne ; he could well afford to snap Ms fingers at Pitt. 
He was therefore taken by surprise, but blurted out the 
cynical truth : “ I did not think that the King would 
have parted with me so easily. As to that other man 
(Pitt) he has done to me just what I 'should have done 
to him if I could.” The schism between Fox and Burke 
is not merely one of the most dramatic scenes and one 
of the most interesting personal passages in history, but 
it marks a great epoch in party growth. A thick crust 
of Whiggism was sloughed off, and there appeared a first, 
raw, callow germ of the Liberalism that was to grow 
in silence for forty years, and then assume a sudden 
and overwhelming preponderance. There were some 
revolutionary symptoms in the country, notably in 
Scotland, where they were most justifiable ; but system- 
atised repression had hardly yet begun. It was difficult 
to listen to Pitt, and believe that there was anything 
more stirring in the world than the tax on female servants, 
or the suh j ection of tobacco to excise. There was indeed in 
1790 a dissolution'^of the Parliament which had now lived 
six years ; but it was uneventful, as it fully renewed the 
mandate to Pitt. Tranquillity was only occasionally in- 
terrupted by the sonorous voice of the Minister, pro- 
claiming, as from a muezzin’s minaret, the continued 
peace and prosperity of the Empire. Historians have 
hardly done justice to the dogged determination with 
which Pitt ignored the French Ee volution. 

So far from this being a period of coercion, it was one 
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of almost competiiig liberalism.' AUeiiipts were iiiacie — ^ 
reluctantly o|>poseti by the Minister, under the pressure of 
the bishops— to repealj in the interest of Boricoiiformists, 
those obsolete clauses of the Test Act which still remained 
on the statute-book. The demand of Eoman Gatholics 
for the abolition of some of the disabling enactments by 
which they were oppressed, ' was actually acceded to. 
Fox introduced a' Bill, substantially the same as one that 
had been ineffectually proposed by Chatham, for enabling 
Juries tO' give, a verdict as to the character of an alleged 
libel as well as to the fact of its publication. He natur- 
ally received the warm support of Pitt; and the wnirm 
support of Pitt as naturally ensured the. bitter hostility 
of Pitt’s chancellor. Thurlow, however, was only able 
to delay the measure for a single session. 

On an even nobler stage than that of domestic 
emancipation, Fox and Pitt were able to display a 
generous rivalry in the cause of freedom. In 1788 the 
physicians declared that Wilberforce could not live a 
fortnight. On his death-bed, as he believed, Wilberforce 
exacted from Pitt a solemn promise to undertake the 
cause of the abolition of the Slave Trade. In May, 
therefore, of that year Pitt, ardently supported by Burke 
and Fox, induced the House of Commons to resolve 
unanimously to take the question of the Slave Trade 
into consideration during the next session ; and a Bill 
for its provisional regulation was actually carried. In 
1789 Wilberforce was able to exert his own mellifluous 
eloquence in the cause. But it was in 1792 that Pitt set 
an imperishable seal on his advocacy of the question, by 
the delivery of a speech which^aii authorities concur in 
placing before any other effort of his genius; and certainly 
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BO recorded BtteraBce of liis touches the imaginative flight 
of the peroration. He rose exhausted, and immediatelj 
before rising was obliged to take medicine to enable him to 
speak. But his prolonged and powerful oration showed 
no signs of disability ; indeed, for the last twenty minutes 
he seemed, said shrewd critics, to be nothing less than 
inspired. He burst as it were into a prophetic vision of 
the civilisation that shall dawn upon Africa, and recalled 
the not less than African barbarism of heathen Britain : 
exclaiming, as the first beams of the morning sun pierced 
the windows of Parliament, and appeared to suggest the 
quotation — 

Nos . . , primus equis Oriens affiavit anhelis, 

Iliic sera rubens accendit lumina Vesper. 

Fox v/as loud in his generous admiration. Windham, 
an even more hostile critic, avowed that, for the first time, 
he understood the possible compass of human eloquence, 
Sheridan, most hostile of all, was even passionate in his 
praise. G-rey, who ceded to none in the bitterness and 
expression of his enmity, ceded also to none in his 
enthusiasm of eulogy. To those who consider Pitt a 
sublime parliamentary hack, greedy of power and 
careful only of what might conduce to power, his 
course on the Slave Trade, where he had no interest 
to gain, and could only offend powerful supporters, 
may well be commended. 

It is now, however, necessary to turn from the recital 
of home politics to the position abroad, where Europe 
was watching with awe and apprehension the gathering 
portents which ;presage(J some unknown horror, of 
convulsion. 


■irr THE Fim’CH. EEVOLUTIOH ' HO 

It is doing Pitt no injustice to saj that, in tlie- earlier 
years of liis administetioii, his mind was gi¥en rather to 
domestic questions . than to foreign affairs. The peace 
of 1783 found the vessel of the State, to resume the 
ancient and iinperishabie metaphor, in so grievous a 
condition that the first object of the captain was neces-. 
sariiy to repair and refit her, so. that at some future date 
she might once more take the seas, though mtli a less 
imperial bearing. '■ He had, indeed, to restore vital 
warmth and consistence to the shattered fragments of 
empire. He had, therefore, at once applied himself to 
place on a permanent and workable footing those novel 
relations, which had been hurriedly adjusted with 
Ireland under the pressure of calamitous defeat. He 
had strained every nerve to restore the ruined finance 
of the country, which was always the darling object 
of his political life. And, moreover, at the head of 
a passive and silent host, he had to maintain his 
position against the most powerful artillery of debate 
ever directed against a Treasury Bench. What wonder, 
then, if he had but little attention to give to those ex- 
ternal complications in which Great Britain could 
at the best play so subordinate a part? Even during 
the ' grave crisis in Holland, which first forced foreign 
affairs upon his notice, the only letter for months that 
he, addressed to our .minister at the Hague was to . 
inquire as. to ■ the operation of the Butch succession 
duties, in. the, hope that un analogous tax mig.ht .furbish: 
him with a new financial resource. At the same time 
it would be unfair to Chatham to suppose that foreign ‘ 
policy, on which he so largely built his own fame, occu- 
,pied a .secondary place in the . training of . his .lavoimte' , 
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son. It cannot be doubted that Pitt, would learn from, 
his father that a foreign policy required firmness and 
purpose; that in that, as ' in other thingSj vacillation 
was the one unpardonable sin; but that the arm of this 
country should never be put further forward than it 
could be maintained. . Even in those days'of exhaustion, 
our means were less inadequate to our ends than now ; 
we were , less scattered over the world ; and our aiuay, 
relatively to the armies of the Continent, was respect- 
able, and even . powerful. Nevertheless Pitt, as we 
shall see, had to draw back, although his first steps on 
the Continent were marked with something of the happy 
audacity of Chatham. 

It was in Holland that his first complication arose. 
On that familiar board all the great powers of Europe 
were moving their pawns — the fitful philanthropist, 
Joseph the Second, who had opened the game with his 
usual disastrous energy; the old fox at Berlin ; the French 
monarchy, still bitten with its suicidal mania of foment- 
ing republics against Great Britain ; and the crafty vol- 
uptuary of St. Petersburg. The game lay ultimately 
between England and Pxmssia on one side, and France 
on the other, though it is hardly worth recalling now. 
Harris, afterwards Lord Malmesbury, represented the 
English interest with consummate dexterity, but the 
final success lay with the big battalions of Prussia. 
Nevertheless, honour is due to the firm attitude of the 
British Government ; and the treaties of alliance 
between Great Britain on the one side, and Prussia and 
Holland on the other, marked the first diplomatic 
success that England had achieved for a generation. 

We obtain, too, -in this' -transaction , ait :mte,r^ 
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glimpse of Pitt’s policy, .Lord Malmesbiiry lias, pre* 
served for m the minutes of a cabinet held on the 23d of 
May 1787. Pitt then said that, though war was only 
a possible and not a probable result of the afiair, yet that,' 
the mere possibility should make England' pause, and 
consider whether anything could compiensate for arrest- 
ing the growing afiiuence and prosperity of the country 
—a growth 'so rapid 'as to make her 'in a few years 
capable of grappling with any force that France could 
raise. He was, in fact, nursing .England through the 
convalescence' after the American War for the possibility 
of a great efibrt ; and it was diifficult, by any allurements 
of foreign' success, to induce him to forsake the course 
which he had marked out, until the fulness of time 
should come, 

A second complication arose with Spain. That great 
country seemed in the last state of decrepitude. Her 
monarchy and her religion, the bases of her former 
splendour, were fast rotting into superstitions ; but she 
abated no jot of her highest historical pretensions. Her 
court was the common ground of priests and game- 
keepers ; her army, navy, and finance were a vast scene 
of ruin. Her princes burlesqued even the Bourbon 
passion for the chase, and shrank from no extravagance 
in the name of sport. One day they would bombard 
with artillery the 100,000 head of large game that 
haunted the vast domains of Aranjuez ; on another they 
would have a solemn battue of all the little birds that 
fluttered through the gardens and pecked at the fruit. 
And yet Spain was taken almost as seriously by others 
as by herself. Pitt himself* in giving his reasons for 
al^andoning the Kussian armaments, spoke of the gaining 
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Spain as ■ one of the chief objects of the concession. 
She was now governed by that king who was to: hand 
over Spain and the Indies to Napoleon like a dish 
at , breakfast, and vanish ingloriously out of history ivith 
his .queen and their favourite at Bayonne., " In 1789 an 
.English vessel was seized -off Vancouver Island by two 
Spanish ships of war, and her . crew imprisoned on :the 
ground that a trespass had been committed against the 
sovereign rights of Spain. This was not a matter which 
the most pacific minister could afford to ignore; one 
who loved peace less might have easily fanned England 
into as fierce a flame as was roused by the alleged loss 
of Jenkins’s ears. But Pitt kept his negotiations as 
secret as he could. At last, in 1790, a vote of credit had 
to be asked, and the usual measures taken as for a 
possibly immediate war. The situation was further 
complicated by the French Government — then a govern- 
ment half-way between the Monarchy and the Terror 
— fitting out a fleet as a measure of precaution. This 
menace had at least the advantage of showing the 
anxiety of Pitt to avoid all interference or contact with 
France. He pursued a firm but conciliatory course, and 
the Court of Spain, after one or two mysterious lurches, 
agreed to a convention honourable to England and not 
dishonourable to herself. 

So far ail had been well. Without war the minister 
had raised his reputation, and England had once more 
raised her head. It is true that peace had been pre- 
served in the main by the interior complications of 
France. Spain had appealed to France for aid under 
the Family Compact of 176^ ; but the French Assembly, 
ia considering the question, had wandered off into 
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coiistitiitional discnssions, whicli indirectly landed lier 
ill peace ; to which conclusion a naval mutiny at Brest 
.may also have contributed. ■ On this abstention Florida 
Blanca, the Spanish minister, had grounded the necessity 
of ,his concession to England. It is also true that Pitt 
had spent over' three millions in naval preparations. 
Yet it seems clear that the powerful fleet, thus produced 
“ in the readiest and most perfect state ever known in 
the annals of Great Britain,” as Auckland writes, was 
scarcely less effective than the neutrality of France in 
determining the attitude of Spain; and the heaviest 
peaceful expenditure of this sort is much less costly 
than the smallest European war. 

So far, then, all had been smooth and peaceful and 
cheap. But now a change was to come. Pitt was to put 
out his hand too far, and to be compelled to withdraw it 
with some appearance of discomfiture. If there is one 
point on which history repeats itself, it is this : that at 
certain fixed intervals the Eussian Empire feels a need 
of expansion ; that that necessity is usually gratified at 
the expense of the Turk; that the other Powers, or 
some of them, take alarm, and attempt measures for 
curtailing the operation, with much the same result that 
the process of pruning produces on a healthy young 
tree. One of these periods had occurred in 1791. The 
war declared by Catherine II. was running the usual 
course. The Eussians had gained several decisive 
victories, and v/ere preparing to reap the fruit of them. 
During the three years and a half that the war had 
lasted, Pitt had not been inactive. A main result of the 
operations in the Netherlands had been the conclusion 
of an offensive and defensive alliance between Holland, 




Prussia, and Great Britain. In, 1788 these .powers 
had by their attitude averted the destruction which; 
Gustavus III. of. Sweden had brought on himself, at' the 
hands of the Danes and Eussians, in rashly attacking 
the Muscovite Empire. Again, in ,1790, they had had no 
difficulty in detaching Austria, then governed by Leopold 
IL, not merely a prince but a statesman, from' the 
Russian alliance. And now, in 1791, their object was to 
induce Russia to content herself with a smaller share of 
recent conquests than was agreeable to her, and more 
especially to insist on the cession by her of the fortress 
of Oczakow at the entrance of the Dnieper into the 
Black Sea, which she had taken with an appalling loss 
of life at the close of 1788. 

In this policy of the triple alliance, it is necessary to 
note that Prussia took an eager part, but Holland none* 
Pi tt himself was strenuous. Chatham had avowed himself 
quite a Russ,” and the traditions of the Whig party had 
pointed in the same direction. But foreign policy reces- 
sarily varies with the varying importance of states. There 
is, indeed, no such a thing as a traditional foreign policy in 
the sense of its being necessary and inevitable, any more 
than, in all conditions of the atmosphere, a ship carries 
the same traditional sails, or a man wears the same 
traditional clothes. The instinct of self-preservation 
guides the European powers vdth the same certainty as 
weather moves sheep on the hill; it has at different 
periods produced combinations against the dominion of 
Charles V. and against the dominion of the Ottomans, 
against France and against Russia, against Venice and 
against the Pope. On this occasion there was no neces- 
sity for Whigs to be friendly to Russian policy. The 
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Empire of Catlierino the Second was a very cliffereiit 
aflair to the Empire of Peter the Great. It was ab- 
sorbing Poland, it w^as threatening the Mediterranean, 
it had swallowed the Crimea, it. had become a Eimopean 
Powen Nevertheless, it might well he questioned, if wa.r, 
without Austria, and with: the aid only of Prussia and 
,the' disabled : Porte ; war which would certainly cliech 
the recovery of Great Britain and lose the gains of eight 
years ; and which must ■ be carried on in regions so 
remote, under circumstances so unfavourable, could be 
justified by any such exigency as had arisen. That the 
crisis should have overcome the passionate peacefulness 
of Pitt, his rooted economy, and his devotion to domestic 
policy, shows at least his overwhelming sense of its 
importance. 

On the 28th of March 1791 a short message was 
brought from the King to the House, stating the failure 
of his Government to bring about peace between Eussia 
and Turkey, and demanding an augmentation of the 
navy “to add weight to his representations.” Fox 
received this announcement with unusxial solemnity, and 
asked for further information. Pitt haughtily refused to 
afford more than was furnished in the message — an 
amazing reticence, when the circumstances are con- 
sidered ; and one which the Foreign Secretary, Leeds, 
himself denounced, after he had resigned. The next 
afternoon was fixed for the discussion ; and before the 
dawn of another day Pitt had discovered his mistake. 
The country had had enough of -war ; the taste of the 
American campaigns was still hot in the mouth. It had 
never heard of Oczakow, and was not prepared to renew 
its sacrifices that that swampy spot might remain a 
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Tiirkisli possession. More tlian that, the Baltic trade 
was of enormous extent ; its annual Talue was computed 
at three millions . sterling ; the commercial classes were 
ablaze. Woronzow, the , Eiissian ambassador, finding 
out from Leeds what was in contemplation, had gone 
to Fox and excited all the energies of Opposition. 

For was the Cabinet by any means united. The 
measure, planned outside it, had, so to speak, been rushed 
upon it; and its ministerial opponents remained um 
convinced. Richmond, one of Pitt’s ablest colleagues, 
was hostile; G-renville, whose influence over the 
Premier appeared then to be on the increase, always 
cold, waxed colder; the mutes trembled and wavered 
Pitt, his brother, and the Chancellor had been the 
strongest advocates for action. But Pitt, in spite of 
his enormous majorities on the message-— 97 to 34 in 
the House of Lords, and 228 to 135 in the House of 
Commons — resolved to recede. He had received some 
of the secret warnings that forebode the cyclones in 
which G-overnments go down. Camden, indeed, thought 
the Government would go down. Grafton made Ms 
sons, both members of Parliament, refuse their support. 
The action, so hurriedly determined, was as hurriedly 
withdrawn. On the 2 2d of March, 1791, the Cabinet 
had agreed to send fleets to 'the Baltic and the Black 
Sea, and to make a representation jointly with Prussia 
at St. Petersburg, stating that the two allies were 
under the necessity of at once taking part in the war 
against Russia, should satisfactory assurances respeci- 
ing Oczakow not be received within a, certain definite 
time. The messenger, with, the joint representation,, set 
off for Berlin on the- 27th,; the royal ; message' /Was: , 
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delivered to Parliament on the 28th, discussed and 
. TO ted on the 29 tli. On the 30th the Cabinet met, and 
showed a disposition to retreat. On the 31st two 
Cabinets were held, at the second of which there was a 
general collapse ; so general, that Thurlow feigned sleep 
to avoid being a party to it. It was determined to send 
messenger to Berlin to stop ■ the joint representation. 
Leeds with spirit declared that, if such a despatch must 
go, it must go udthout his signature. This, however, 
constituted the least of obstacles; the despatch went, 
and Leeds resigned. 

The whole transaction, from the very inception of 
the policy to its withdrawal, including the parlia- 
mentary debate, had taken just nine days. Abie 
writers speak of Pitt’s being warned to recede by 
his declining majorities on this subject. Nothing can 
fee more erroneous. The rapidity of action with him 
had been equalled, as we have seen, by the rapidity of 
reaction. He resolved to recede in a space of twenty- 
four hours, during which the one division taken gave 
him a crushing majority. The cool proniptitude and 
courage of his retreat, after a lease of power which would 
have made most men h eadstro ng, were rare and admirable. 
Still, it was retreat, absolute and avowed. To drain the 
cup of himiiliation to the dregs, Fawkener was sent to 
St. Petersburg to try what he could effect by expostuJa- 
tionj It needs no great experience of affairs to know 
that, when menace has been attempted and has failed, 
expostulation is only an opportunity for insult. It was 
an opportunity that Catherine was fully qualified to 
appreciate. : . Fortunately , for ^ her , purpose, Adair, the 
friend 'of : Fox, ^happ to/'be at.St. Petersburg. On 


him she heaped every compliinent and caress, while 
Fawkener was sent empty away. 

The whole transaction is noteworthy for many reasons. 
The shortness of time during which the policy was 
framed and reversed is sufficiently remarkable. So, too, 
is the unreality of the great majorities in its favour. 
For it is clear that these votes were reluctantly given, 
and would have been turned against the Government 
had the pressure been less, or had the Government 
proceeded further. The weakness of the support was 
evidently due to the sudden force of public opinion ; 
which acted with a celerity and a completeness rare in 
the eighteenth century, and amazing under the circum- 
stances. 

The most astonishing circumstance, however, is the 
undoubted fact that the Government, with all its over- 
whelming majority, was in imminent danger of dissolution. 
Storer, a keen watcher of men and events, wrote that, 
had not Fox been impossible, he could easily have 
got into office. Auckland, at least equally acute, thought 
the same : so, as we have seen, did Camden, Pitt him- 
self acknowledged it. In a letter which he addressed 
to Berlin in explanation of his change of policy, he 
admits that, had he not receded, he must have fallen. 
So great, indeed, was the loss of prestige that nothing 
in all probability saved Pitt, but the fact that Pox >vas . 
the only alternative. 

What was the cause of this catastrophe 1 High 
authorities say the Prussian alliance. But it is clear 
that there was too much reluctance at Berlin itself for 
this explanation to be adequate. The real rival and 
enemy on which Prussian ministers kept their eyes fixed 
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then and for near a ceiitarj afterwards, reigned not at 
St Petersburg but at Vienna. The cause was in realitj 
twofold., Pitt saw the danger to -the balance of powder 
'in Europe from the constantly growing strength of 
Eussia ; and emboMene.d by Ms- pacific successes in Spain 
and in Ilolland, did not doubt that ' the armies of Prussia 
.and, the ileets... of Great Britain , 'w^ould awe , Catherine, 
then entirely ■ without allies, into acquiescence. It is not 
.impossible that' his calculation' was' correct. Twice had 
he played the game of brag successfully, and on the 
whole he, liad . a - right to calculate on a third triiiinpli. 
But. his, whole plan was nipped in. the bud, by the one 
element . on which he had not calculated, the liostility of 
Parliament and of .the country. '■ 

' Why then had this not entered into his calculations ? 
.There lies the, second .cause. '.of Ms 'disaster,: it was Ms 
growing, isolation. . .id ways secluded, he had become 
.almost inaccessible. . Diindas and- Grenville were alone 
admitted to his confidence. Am inner cabinet, indeed, 
is not unfamiliar to us ; and, as the numbers constituting 
cabinets increase, it must become a recognised institution. 
.But Pitt had not the excuse of numbers ;, nor, indeed, 
that of impracticable colleagues. The real reason for the 
limitation of his confidences was probably Ms rooted dis- 
trust of Thuriow. It was scarcely worth while to summon 
a meeting of the Cabinet that he might .be cursed and 
betrayed by Tliurlow. Kevertheless, his solitude was 
a grave disability. He was not in touch with his col- 
leagues,: still ,'less'. with the pulse of .the people. Had it 
been othervdse he could scarcely have remained in 
absolute ignorance of the stoijm of opposition that Mg 
Eussian policy was certain to evoke* 
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And so ends the Ocmkow Incident' Save a gigantic 
speech by Fox, it left little behind it The place itself j 
like so many spots that have caused, or nearly caused 
great wars, is forsaken and forgotten. But as an epoch 
in Pitt’s career, as an illustration of his weakness and 
his strength, the transaction possesses a vital interest, 
and deserves the most elaborate study. Its political 
effects endured for a considerable time. It relaxed if 
it did not dissolve that triple alliance of Prussia, 
Holland, and Great Britain, which had been so far 
Pitt’s main achievement and object in foreign policy. 
It caused a grave disparagement on the Continent of 
Pitt’s judgment and Pitt’s power. Of this he reaped 
the fruits later. As Thuiiow remarked with complac- 
ency of his chief, there could now be no danger of war 
while Pitt was in office ; for, as be had swallowed this 
disgrace, it was impossible to conceive one that he could 
scruple to digest in future. 

Pitt’s reputation did not merely suffer abroad ; It 
was gravely compromised at home. He had rashly 
menaced and hurriedly retracted. To his proud spirit 
the mortification was undoubtedly deep. Burges, then 
under -secretary for foi'eign affairs, has left a curious 
record of a conversation he had with Pitt at this time 
(April 19, 1791). Pitt assured him, “On my word of 
honour, that my sentiments, notwithstanding everything 
that has passed, are precisely the same as they were, 
and as the Duke of Leeds’s are now. He ban had the 
constancy and courage to act upon them in a manner 
which must ever do him honour. Circumstances, 
dreadful circumstances, hg,ve made it impossible for me 
to do the same. I am under^ the necessity of remaining ■ ,, 
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as. ,1 aiE, In order to avoid ■ consequences of the most 
unpleasant nature ; but the Duke has acted nobly 
both to the country and to myself.” The exact im- 
port of these expressions it is not necessary to 
seek; in the mouth of Pitt, they are suiEcieiitly remark- 
able. 

Another result, as we have seen, was the resignation 
of Carmarthen, who had succeeded to the dukedom of 
Leeds in 1789. In itself the fact had no importance. 
Leeds was a cypher. He had little capacity. He was 
both vain and pompous. He was incurably indolent. 
It is not, therefore, surprising to find that he had 
become a mere channel and signature stamp for 
despatches drafted by Pitt. The importance of his 
retirement arises from the fact that his successor was 
G-renville. Some have thought that Leeds w%as slighted 
out of office, to make room for Grenville. But from the 
conversation betw^een Pitt and Burges just quoted, it 
is clear that this is not so. Pitt was anxious to appease 
Burges, and to confide to him the name of his new’ chief. 
But Pitt expressly declared “that from the variety of 
difficulties that have occurred, from the number of 
claims and interests to be discussed, and the multitude 
of things to be taken into consideration, it was impos- 
sible for him to tell with any certainty what that 
arrangement wuis likely to he.” 

Grenville, who played so considerable a part, has 
dropped out of history from sheer want of sympathy. 
It is due to that fatal deficiency, congenital and heredi- 
tary with him, that he is now barely remembered as, a 
transient and unnoted prei^iier, as the writer of an 
obsolete pamphlet, as a partner in a sumptuous edition 
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of Homer, and for his behaviour to Pitt. He was not 
rnereij one of Pitt’s nearest relations, being by birth Ms 
first cousin, and/having married a Pitt, but he , owed 
everything to his great kinsman. Yet he pursued 
Pitt with the most truculent hostility, to the very 
death. What human feeling he possessed ’was reserved 
for the jobs and sulks of his brother Buckingham. It 
is strange to read his letters to that most contemptible 
of human beings, who daily required incense or consola- 
tion or gossip or apology. It w^as a grievance against 
Grenville that, when Prime Minister, lie did not daily 
pay his respects to the brother whose vassal he 
^remained. Buckingham frowns; and Grenville’s pro- 
testations of anguish and contrition and devotion rend 
the air. It was a grievance against Grenville when 

he did not, regardless of his oath, transmit cabinet 

secrets to this benignant relative; and again he has to 
kiss the dust. Great potentates have been found 
after death to have always worn some mortifying gar- 
ment next the skin; Buckingham was Grenville’s hair 
shirt, 

Grenville was, or became, the typical Whig of his 
day ; for Fox and Burke, with their blaze of passion and 
genius, were hardly Whigs; they were extremists, one 
way or another, and the pure V/hig hated extremes. 
They were the gladiators and associates of those sublime 
personages ; they were with them, not of them. Fox 
perhaps was rather a Liberal than a Whig ; and Liber- 
alism represents less the succession to, than the revolt 
against Whiggery ; Burke was a unique and undefinable 
factor in politics, for botl^ parties may claim him, and 
both with justice. The Whig creed lay in a triple divine 
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rigiit : the divine right of the Whig families to govern 
the .Empire; "to be maintained by the " Empire ; ' to prove 
tlieir superiority by liiiinbling and bullying the soveriiigii 
■ of tlie Empire. Grenville was an admirable embodiiiient 
of this form of faith. By accident rather than by choice, 
he became the leader of the Whigs, and Fox's superior 
minister ; he and his brothers each lived on enormous 
sinecures, Buckingham's amounting, it is said, to £25,000 
a year ; while his tactless treatment first of the King, and 
then of the Regent, had much to do with the long ex- 
clusion of the Whigs from office. His pride and his 
principle were so equally unbending that he was 
apt to confound the two. It is fair to say that it 
was not only kings that he treated like dirt ; for, as he 
himself acknowledged, not prematurely, when he was 
Prime Minister, he was utterly incompetent to deal wuth 
men; and when he was Secretary of State our foreign 
relations suffered from that deficiency. Fox, when in 
the closest alliance with him, groaned under his im- 
practicability. By 1797 it is clear that Pitt found him 
extremely difficult to deal with. Wilberforce notes in 
July 1797, ‘'Grenville and Pitt very like breaking friend- 
ship.” The familiar allusions to Grenville in Pitt's 
private letters to Wellesley amply confirm this view^ 
Most significant of Pitt's experience of him is the fact, 
that, in the sketch of a combined administration which 
he drew up in 1804, he substituted Fitzwilliam as 
Secretary of State and relegated Grenville to the Presi- 
dency of the Council 

It was not. only impediments of temper and 
character that caused "Grenville to remain so long 
out of office. From the time -of- Pitt's deatk It is. 
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clear that be ceased to care about politics,, ' Perhaps 
that blow had really cut deeper than appeared on 
the surface. Be that as it may,' GrenTille was ob- 
viously not reluctant to leave office in. 1807, and 
certainly never showed any wish to re-enter it He 
was not in harmony with his party as to the wan He 
had achieved all that his ambition sought He was' so 
amply, but so strangely, provided for by the State, that 
the very nature of his sinecure, the holder of which was 
supposed to audit the First Lord of the Treasury's 
accounts, was an obstacle to his holding the Premier- 
ship ; while its income made life too easy. More than 
that, to so proud a man, the Biickinghain system, of 
which he was a part, must have made politics iineiidur- 
able. To so guide a flying squadron of borough 
nominees as to compel the change of a marquis’s coronet 
into a duke’s, was more than Grenville could stomach, 
but more than he could avoid. The enchanting shades, 
the rare shrubs, and the rare books of Dropmore became 
to him what St. Anne’s had been to ' Fox Poor devils 
like' Sheridan might groan, but they were of no account. 
The oligarchy had made up its mind to remain in the 
country. Lords Grey and Grenville ” had issued their 
decrees, and would hardly deign to come to London to 
pick up the seals. It is to Grenville’s, freezing indifter- . 
e.nce that we mainly owe the long monopoly, of the. Tories . 
disastrous in training to the Whigs, and in loss of power 
to the country. To- him we owe it that Horner never 
served the public ■ as a minister ; that Brougham, never 
knew the cares and responsibilities of such service until 
too late to benefit by them ; that Grey (though he him- 
self , was, also' to .blame) was unable .:to complete' 
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second year of oiSce until- lie. ■was sixty-six; and tliat 
a fair growth of political buds' 'never blossomed at all 
With many talents and some qualities,. G-renville’s career 
caii.iiot 1)0 pronouiiced .fortunate* either for himself or his 
coiiatiy. 




CHAPTEE VII 

THE SHADOW OF THE . FEENOH EEVOLUTIOH 

After the affair of the Russian armament Pitt turned 
his back upon Europe; and he had good reason for 
doing so.' He had been 'compelled to swallow a mortifi- 
cation that his proud spirit could not easily forget ; lie '■ 
had learned that in foreign affairs Parliament is an un- 
known, quantity ; and ■■ that in Great Britain the' im- 
mediate, certainties of trade generally outweigh the most ■ 
elaborate views of ultimate advantage. Moreover, he 
saw the storm-cloud overhanging France— no, man could , 
say where it would break or how far it would extend-^ : 
and that, it: was obviously tlie, interest .of this country ^ 
that At should .pass, over our islands' and , spend , itself .' 
elsewhere. ■ ■ ‘ ’ 

No English minister . can ever wish for ivar. Apart ■ , 
from , the inseparable dangers to our constitution ,.a'ndv# 
.our commerce,. Ms .own position .suffers sensible 'detri- ,'',,, 
,ment. ', He .sinks intO: a'. superior' commissary j., he, can,;', 
reap , little glory from" success he .is the .first,; scapegoat /of, '■ 
failure. . ,He too has to face,, not the heroic, excitement, 
of the field, but domestic misery and ^ 
heavy ■ burden. . of 'taxation,, and, ..the. 'unpopularity, of .': . 
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the sacrifice which all war entails. li this be true of 
eveiy ministerj ' with how- much greater force does it 
apply to Pitt, The task' that he .had. set himself was to 
raise the nation from the exhaustion of the American 
war ; to repair her finance ; to strengthen by reform tlie 
lotmdations of the constitution, ■ and by a libera! Irish 
policy the bonds. .of .Empire,.' 'At this yery .moment, he 
was meditating, are told, 'the 'broadest application of' 
free-trade , prin.ciples — ^the throwing open of our ports, 
and .the ' .raising of, our revenue, entirely by internal 
taxation. He required, moreover, fifteen, years of trail-' 
qmllity to realise the fulness of the benefit of his 
cherished Sinking Fund, . His enthusiasm was all for 
peace, ,■ retrenchment, and reform ; he had experienced 
the . difficulty of actively- intervening in: the affairs of 
Europe ; he had , no particle of that strange bias which 
has made some eminent statesme.n believe themselves to. 
be eminent generals ; but he- had the consciousness of 
boundless capacity for meeting the real requirements of 
the country. ♦ Had he . been able to carry out Ms own 
policy, had France only left him alone,, or .even given him- 
a loophole for abstention, he would have bee'ii by far the - 
greatest minister that England .has ever seen. As it was,v 
he was doomed to drag out .-the remainder of his life in 
darkness and dismay, in. wrecking his whole financial 
edifice to . find.: funds .for incapable generals and for 
foreign statesmen ... more..:' capable than honest, in post- 
poning and indeed repressing all his projected reforms. 

To no human being, then, did war come with such a 
curse as to Pitt, by none was it more hated or shunned- 
What made his position the more galling was that there 
could not have been a more inauspicious moment for 


war. Strangely enongh, the fourteen years, from the 
ontbreak of the French Eevolution to the Peace ol 
Amiens — from 1789 till 1802 — formed an almost un- 
broken succession of bad harvests, and that of 1792 was 
one of the worst of the series. There was, moreover, a 
commercial crisis of the first magnitude, unconnected 
altogether with any prospect of hostilities. For, indeed, 
up to within a few weeks of the actual declaration 
there was no sign of apprehension of war in any branch 
of trade ; the country had rightly judged Pitt, and was 
confident of his determination to preserve peace. From 
other causes, however, there were, in November 1792, 
no fewer than 105 bankruptcies — almost double the 
number recorded of any previous month. And whereas 
the number of such failures in 1791 had been 769 and 
in 1792 934, in 1793 there were 1956 ; of which as many 
as twenty -six were those of country banks. In April 
1793 Parliament had to intervene, and authorise advances 
amounting to £5,000,000 in Exchequer bills to leading 
merchants on good security. It was, then, at a moment 
of acute commercial and agricultural crisis that this most 
pacific and commercial of ministers found himself con- 
fronted with a war of the very first magnitude. 

It is probable that on the continent of Europe he 
still stands higher than any of his contemporaries and 
successors as having headed the great league against 
France. N ever was there a more involuntary distinction. 
If we can fancy Lord Eldon complimented for his per- 
formance of the Carmagnole, or Wycherley upon his 
theology, we can form some idea of the feelings with 
which Pitt up to 1793 #ould have regarded such a 
reputation. It is true ■■that,,, when he was driven to ■ 
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figlifcj he fought with all his might and inaiii; ncf 
prudent- iiiiriister could do otherwise : that is Aa matter 
of conduct and of method, not of principle. But the 
supreme and salient point is that there waB no man 
in, England more resolutely determined on peace . and 
Eion-intervention ; and that he pushed Ms osteiitatioiis. 
ignorance of the proceedings in France,' and indeed of 
the proceedings , of Europe, to the verge of affectation. 

Let ns see how this matter stands ; and take the 
positive evidence of Ms own pen and of his own -lips. 
At first it is quite clear that Pitt considered the French 
Revolution -as a matter which concerned France alone 
but' which by, disabling her, made a peaceful policy more 
easy for England. On the day of the taking of the 
Bastile, in ignorance of course of that event, he writes ; 

This scene, added to the prevailing scarcity, makes that 
country an object of compassion even to a rival’’ Fox 
too in February 1790 delivered a great speech against 
any augmentation of the peace establishment. Had 
France,” he cried, ‘‘remained in that formidable and 
triumphant state by which she was distinguished in the 
year 1783, I should have been the first to apiilaud such 
an augmentation.” He described her as now, however, 
“in a state which could neither fill us with alarm nor 
excite us to indignation.” “If fortune has humbled 
the pride and ambition of this mighty empire, if 
the anarchy and confusion incidental to such a 
revolution has struck her people with inertness and 
inactivity, v/hy should we dread her sudden declara- 
tion of hostilities 1 ” Small blame, perhaps, attaches 
to Fox for this extremely imperfect appreciation 
.of . an -unprecedented situation j .on the other hand 


120, , ,■ PITT , cTfAP. 

■ill the teeth of such declarations it is unwise to clai in 
for him any superior policy of prescience. Pitt’s reply 
was no less remarkable.- ^‘The present convulsions in 
France must sooner or later terminate in general harmony 
and regular order, and though the fortunate arrange- 
ments of such a situation may make her more formidable, 
they may also render her less obnoxious as a neighbour. 
I hope. I may rather wish as an Englishman for that, 
respecting the accomplishment of which I feel myself 
interested as a man, for the restoration of tranquillity in , 
France, though that appears to me to be distant. Wlien- 
ever the situation of France shall become restored, it 
will prove freedom rightly understood, freedom result- 
ing from good order and good government j and thus 
circumstanced France will stand forward as one of the 
most ■ brilliant pioneers of Europe : she will enjoy that 
just kind of liberty which I venerate, and the invalu- 
able existence of which it is my duty as an Englishman 
to cherish. Nor can I under this predicament regard 
with envious eyes an appi'oximation in neighboxuing 
states to those sentiments which are the characteristic 
features of every British subject.” ** And,” he con- 
cluded, ‘Hve must endeavour to improve for our security, 
happiness, and aggrandisement those precious moments 
of peace and leisure which are before us,” It vnll 
be observed that the tone of the minister is one oi 
almost patronising friendship. Yet within a year or 
two he was to be universally denounced as the ruthless 
and inveterate enemy of the new state of things in 
Prance. 

In October 1790 he wytes to Hugh Elliot; *‘This 
country means , to persevere in the neutrality which it 
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has liitlierto scnipidoiisly observed with respect to tlie 
Internal disseiisioris of , FrancCj and- from which it will 
ficver depart unless tlic^ -conduct held there should make 
it indispensable as an act of ' self-defence. . . . We are 
.sincerely desirous of preserving peace and of cultivating 
"in. „ general a , friendly intercourse and ' understanding 
between ' the two nations/^ Again, in July 1791, he 
writes to his mother: **We are all anxious spectators of 
the strange scene in .France,” and hy underlining the 
word ** spectators ” he emphasises the attitude he was 
determined to maintain. 

It is, however, in February 179.2 that we obtain the 
most remarkable view of his mind on this subject. It was 
then that he delivered that famous survey of the finance 
of the coimtry which has been noticed as the exception to 
his commonplace budgets of these four years. In it he 
repealed taxes, he added to the Sinking Fund, he reduced 
the previous vote for seamen by 2000 men — from 18,000 
to 16,000 — he declined to renew the subsidy for the 
Hessian mercenaries. And to raise hopes of further 
reductions he declared that: “Unquestionably there 
never was a time in the history of this country when 
from the situation of Europe we might more reasonably 
expect fifteen years of peace than at the present 
moment.” . This, it may be ' said, is a random ex- 
pression in. debate. Even in a budget speech, an 
eloquent and sanguine Chancellor of the Exchequer may 
be betrayed into a flash .of extravagance by the high 
hopes that he entertains and excites. . On the contrary, 
this was a speech as to which extraordinary means were 
taken to supplement the imperfect reporting arrange- 
ments of that day. Moreover, this unusually accurate 
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result vas submitted to Pitt, and the speech is one of 
the two, or at most three, which he corrected for publica- 
tion. , So far, then, from this being a haphazard utterance 
of impulse, it may be considered, delivered as it was 
after three years of watching and waiting, specially 
reported and personally revised, as one of the most 
mature expi'essions of Pitt’s most deliberate opinions. 
Nothing, perhaps, can more than this impress the reader 
who remembers that within twelve months the great war 
between France and England bad begun. But Pitt’s 
letter of the 13th of November 1792 to Lord Stafford 
is, if possible, still more remarkable. He was writing 
within ten weeks of tbe commencement of hostilities, 
and says : However unfortunate it would be to find 
this country in any shape committed ; ” and further : 
“ Perhaps some opening may arise which may enable us 
to contribute to the termination of the war between dif- 
ferent po wers in Europe, leaving France (which I believe 
is the best way) to arrange its own internal affairs as it 
can.” It will be perceived that he still speaks as a 
mere spectator of the war in Europe, and as a supporter 
of the sound and wholesome policy with regard to 
France which he had always advocated : this but a few 
days before France had declared the Scheldt open, and 
her readiness to overturn every established government 
in Europe. 

Gren^ulle’s language is even stronger, tie was at 
this time, it will be remembered, Pitt’s Foreign Secre- 
tary. Six days before the letter last quoted, (November 
7, 1792), he wmites : “ Portugal and Holland will do what 
we please. JFe shall do noilmig. . . . All my ambition 
is that I may at some time hereafter have the 
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inexpressible satisfaction of being able'., , . to tell mv* 
.self that I have contributed to 'keep my own' coiiiitrv 
at least a little longer from sharing in all the evils, of 
every sort that surround us. I am more and more co^v 
imced that this can only he done by keeping wholly and 
entirely aloof — and he continues in the same spirit. 

This language was fully embodied in action, or rather 
inaction. In spite of many provocations, the Govern- 
ment preserved a severe neutrality. They would have 
nothing to do with the expedition of Brimswick, towards 
w^hich they preserved rather an unfriendly than a friendly 
attitude. They indeed recalled Gower, the ambassador 
in Paris, after the events of the 10th of August 1792, but 
that was because the King to whom he was accredited 
was actually suspended, and soon afterwards deposed ; 
so that his mission had terminated, and he had no longer 
any functions to discharge ; while the fact that an insult 
to his person or domicile was possible in the convulsed 
condition of Paris, made his presence there an actual 
danger to peace. They ordered Chauvelin, the ex-envoy 
of France, to leave England after the execution of Louis 
Xyi.,; but public sentiment left no choice in that matter, 
and Chauvelin had been actively employed, since his 
official character had ceased, less as a diplomatic than 
what is known in police language as a provocative agent. 
On the other hand, they saw Belgium, and what is more, 
Antwerp, seized by France, but they determined not to 
make either event a cause’ of war. It may safely be said 
that few ministries would have remained so passive. 
They witnessed the promulgation of a policy of universal 
distimbance, -which culminated in the decrees of the 
,1 9th', Af,' November and the': 15th- of December 1792 , 
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The first of these decrees promised .assistance to all 
nations that should revolt against their governments, 
and vas accentuated by the constant reception of 
English deputations to whom the Convention promised 
early liberty”; while the second compelled all ter- 
ritories occupied by the French to accept the new 
French institutions. As the French had seized Savoy 
and Nice, the Low Countries, and the Ehine Pro- 
vinces of Germany, there was an ample area for its 
execution. 

By these decrees the French Government had not 
merely placed all monarchies on their defence, but 
goaded them into war. 'Nor were they merely ab- 
stract declarations ; they were accentuated by constant 
promises of action. A few days after their promulgation 
a deputation from Great Britain, which came to intimate 
its intention of overturning the British Government, 
was received with rapture by the Convention, which 
assured the delegates that the day was at hand when 
France would be able to congratulate the National 
Assembly of England. These deputations were numer- 
ous and frequent, and were invariably received with the 
same incendiary assurances. France, in fact, would not 
leave other countries alone — would not leave England 
alone. By so doing she disarmed the most ardent and 
powerful advocate in England for peace at almost any 
cost — the Prime Minister himself. 

It can hardly be denied that the Government pushed 
their neutrality to an extreme point. On the publi- 
cation of the decrees, however, — these being the open 
declaration of a proselytising policy which was at the 
moment being carried into effect by arms, — and when 
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tlie navigation of the Scheldt was thrown open, this 
iniperturbabiiity began to give -way. The navigation of 
the Scheldt had been assured to the Dutch by the treaty 
of Westphalia. It had .been repeatedly guaranteed by 
the Powers ; by France herself in 1785; and by Pitt in 
the name of Great Britain more solemnly and specially in 
1788. The French now declared these provisions abro- 
gated by the law of nature, and the Scheldt to be an 
open river. It was impossible for Pitt to pass by his 
own treaty of 1788, without a 'violation of good faith, so 
signal as to be remarkable even at the time of the 
second partition of Poland. But, on wider grounds, the 
danger to Europe was more universal. To allow that 
the French Government were in possession of a daw of 
natui’e which superseded all treaty obligations, and the 
copyright and application of which rested exclusively 
with them, was to annihilate the whole European system. 
On this point, how^ever, the' French were firm. They 
were ready to explain away the decree of the 19th of 
November, but on the question of declaring the Scheldt 
open, and open by the operation of natural law, they 
would give no satisfaction at all. Moreover, it was 
certain that an invasion of Holland was being prepared ; 
and the treaty of 1788, barely four years old, compelled 
Pitt, without any possibility of evasion, to come to the 
assistence of the States. 

It became clear now, even to those most un'willing to 
see, that war was inevitable. Then came the execu- 
tion of Louis XYI. A universal shudder ran through 
England. The nation went into mourning. The play- 
houses were closed. Maret, afterwards Due de Bassano, 
who was secretly in London as a semi-diplomatic agent^ 
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said that he could not leave the house for fear of being 
exposed to the /‘insults and ignorant ferocity ’’ of the 
populace. The King could not leave his palace without 
being surrounded by crowds demanding instant war. 
A fortnight before, Fox had been nearly turned out of a 
vestry meeting at St. George’s. But the feeling then, 
which this circumstance proves to have been sufficiently 
bitter, was faint compared to the horror excited by the 
death of Louis. Yet Maret WTote days after that event 
that Pitt was still sincerely anxious for peace. There 
is something pathetic in this flash of light thrown on 
the lonely figure, clinging to hope wnth the tenacity of 
despair. As it fades, the darlaiess closes, and the Pitt of 
peace, prosperity, and reform disappears for ever. 

While Maret was witing his report, war was already 
decreed. On the 1st of February 1793 the French Con- 
vention — moved, as Maret said, by stockjobbers, or as 
Eoiand said, by the necessity of finding employment for 
armed desperadoes— declared war on the rulers of Great 
Britain and Holland. Pitt cherished one last sanguine 
belief. He was confident that the condition of her 
finances would make it impossible for France to wage war 
for more than a short time ; just as a few years later he 
is said to have assured the House of Commons that he 
could see his way to one more loan of twenty millions, 
but that then the credit of England would be exhausted. 
Both forecasts were probably correct according to ex- 
perience; but the French Eevolution w- as destined to 
annihilate the guidance of experience, and to elicit am- 
Buspected, powers both in France and in 'England. ; ' At 
any rate, Pitt entered the contest under the firm 
faith that any war with France must necessarily be brief. 
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Two points remain to be noticed. Wiiy^ if Pitt waa 
so riiiicli opposed to war, did be not ' resign. ? The .answei 
is siiiip'ie. His resignation would not liaye prevented 
war in any case. He bad, moreover, no excuse or col- 
ourable gi’oimd for resignation. He could not go to 
tbe King or to Parliament and say, I have resigned 
because I would not go to war. Tbe case for war lias 
arisen under a treaty I concluded with in.firiite pains 
four years ago. Yet, rather than avert the very dan,ger 
against which it was' framed, I wish to resign and let 
others fight for niy treaty.” The bare statement of the 
case needs no further demonstration; he would simply 
have been succeeded by a minister much more warlike 
and much less ciipable than himself. 

The other matter is this. A . .fatuous busybody called 
Miles has left it on record that George HI. bullied 
Pitt into war. P>iit this story is on the face of it un- 
true; has, indeed, not the remotest piausibility. The 
date given for the transaction is 179 L. If the story be 
true, Pitt ought to have been dismissed in that year, for 
it was not until November 1792 that the bare possibility 
of going to war occurred to him. The authority given 
for this preposterous statement is Moira, who declared 
that he was to have succeeded Pitt at the Treasury. 
That George III. should dismiss Pitt to take to his 
counsels the bosom friend of the Prince of Wales, would 
ieem to reveal a fit of lunacy of which we have no other 
record.. The relations between Pitt and George III. 
were very far from being of. this nature. It is no dis- 
paragement to either to say that the King would not 
have ventured to send such ultimatum to Pitt ; nor 
at' first, did he feel any .great ■ hostility to the populai 
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movement m France.' The royal sentiments with regard' 
to the war were transparent enough. It does not need 
a Rochefoucault to understand that the iirst huiiiiliationa 
of that French Court, which had so largely contributed 
to secure the independence .of the United States, were 
observed without poignant displeasui'e at St. James’s 
And, up to the last moment, the King, as Elector of 
Hanover, maintained an absolute neutrality. But when 
monarchy was abolished, and the monarch a prisoner, 
the drama became unrelieved tragedy. Then, no doubt, 
the King "was anxious for war ; and at the end of 1792 
Pitt had lost every weapon by which he could oppose it. 
That, however, is a very different matter from the King’s 
sending word to Pitt that he must either go to war or 
make way for Moira. 

It is, then, abundantly manifest from every source of 
evidence that war was forced on the English Mnistry j 
that Pitt carried to an extreme his anxiety to avoid it; 
that his resignation could not have averted it; and that 
in any case it was impossible for him as a man of honour, 
or a serious statesman, to resign. We shall see, when 
war had begun, his constant endeavoui'S to put an end 
to it. Whether he was a great war-minister, as he is 
generally considered, or an incapable war-minister, as he 
is called by Macaulay, he is certainly the most strenuous 
peace-minister that ever held office in this country. ‘ 



It does not seem necessary in a sketch of Pitt’s career 
to enter at large into the incidents of the war that raged 
from iebruary 1/ 9ii to the preliminaries of the Peace of 
Amiens in 1801. Its first incident as concerns Great 
Britain was that an anny was sent to Flanders under 
the Duke of Pork, to act in conjunction mth an Austrian 
army under the Prince of Coburg, From February to 
August, (1793), the French sustained an unbroken series 
of disasters. Dumom-iez rras defeated at the battle of 
perrrinden, and deserted to the enemy. Belgium feU 
into the hands of Austria. Mayence with a garrison 
of twenty, and Valenciennes with a garrison of eight 
thousand men surrendered to the allied forces. Toidon 
admitted an English fleet. But the French were stimu- 
lated and not cowed by these, reverses. They called 
the whole population to arms. They set in array a 
million of soldiers. Naturally brave, but now inspired 
with the last heroism of patriotism and despair, they 
toned the tide of fortune. York was driven from Dun- 
kirk with the loss of all his "heavy artillery. The 
Austrians were defeated at Wattigniea The interaai 
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Ciqm o! Good H/)pe and CejIoiL i'itt’s hopefulness was 
in no degree diminislied- He wrote to Addington 
(Oetoher 1795) that he trusted to open his budget before 
Christiiias, “If that goes off tolerably well,” he added, 

it \n 11 give us peace before Easter.” 
ill 1 796 a general election refreshed Pitt's majority. 
While it was proceeding, lie sent on liis own responsibility 
a Hulisidy of £1,200,000 to Austria, — a grave act, fiercely 
(tensiired by ■ the Opposition, and only condoned by a 
shn'oted House of Commons, on the express stipulation 
that- it should not be considered a precedent. He w^as 
rewarded hj the recall of Clairfait and the substitution 
of the Archduke Charles, — a young prince whose con- 
sumiiiate generalship was sometimes crippled by physical 
disabilities, and more often by the pedantry or jealousy 
of his own Government, but who stands forth as one of 
the most biiiliant opponents of Napoleon. He at once 
defeated Jourdan, and drove the French back across the 
Rhine. In the "West Indies, Great Britain also secured 
some advantages. But all was darkened and eclipsed by 
the Italian campaign of the irresistible Bonaparte ; while 
and Prussia entered into distinct alHance with 
France. 

This year (1796) began and ended wuth determined 
overtures for peace on the 'part of Pitt. Hn the , 
previous December (1795), the minister had brought a 
royal message to Parliament, declaring that the estab- 
lishment of a new constitution in France (that of the 
Directory) offered' facilities for' .negotiation. ' ' In March, ' ; 
Pitt made an earnest and genuine overture for a general 
pacificatioii, through Ifickham, our envoy in Switzer- 
land ; but It was ungraciously received, and was rejected 
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Agriin, in October, Lord Malmesbury, a diplomatist of’ 
the highest distinction, was' sent to Paris. ' But as bad 
happened, iii Marco, the enTojr’s instnictions to insist on 
the evacuation of the Netherlands by France rendered 
negotiation fruitless. On the 19th of December ( 1796 ) 
he was' ordered to ieaye France within forty-eight hours.- 
Bbiir days earlier, a French fleet, with an array, under 
General Hoche, had sailed for the irivasion of Ireland . 
The expedition was, however, wholly urisnccessfiil. The 
weather was unfavourable ; the B..eet was scattered ; 
Hoche was in one portion, the army in another; both 
returned separately to France, and the hopes of Irish dis- 
content were postponed, A slighter enterprise of a 
filibustering character directed ' agaiiust south-western 
England completely failed. A far ' greater efibrt 'was, 
moreover, crushed in its inception. It bad been calcu- 
lated that by a junction of the Dutch, the French, and 
the Spanish fieets, another and more foilunate Armada 
might effect the invasion of England. But the great 
victory of St. Yiiicent, fought on the 14th of .February 
1797, by which Jervis and Nelson crushed the Spanish 
.contingent, blighted these hopes. 

The year 1797, which opened so brilliautly, was 
destined to be the darkest and - most desperate that 
any British minister has. ever had to face. In April, 
Austria, England’s last ally, laid down her aims a'nd 
concluded a preliminary treaty of peace- at Leoben 
(April , 7, 1797). .France -was-, now free to turn her 
victorious armies and her inexhaustible resources to the 
destruction of England; 'and she was determined .to 
do so. , 

'. -At this, inoment. Great - Britain was paralysed. The 
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Xfivjj that had just given fresh courage to, the nation^ 
was now to deal a blow which struck at the heart and 
slopped the circulation of the Empire. In the middle 
of Aprilj the crews of the Channel Fleet at Portsmouth 
rose in rebellion, dismissed their ofScers, and hoisted the 
red flag. Their gricTances were great, their deinarida 
' were moderate; and these had to be conceded with a 
full amnesty. By the end of April the mutiny was over. 
At the beginning of May,, however, it broke out again and 
spread to Sheerness. Here it assumed a graver aspect, 
an<I bore all the marks of being inspired by revolution- 
ary agencies outside. There was, indeed, no sympathy 
between the two movements. The sailors at Spithead 
sent word to the sailors at Sheerness that their conduct 
was a “scandal to the name of British seamen.’^ Never- 
theless, the Government was as mtch disabled by the 
one as the other. The fleet with which Duncan was 
blockading the coast of Holland joined the rebels, with 
the exception of two ships. With these the Admiral 
kept signalling as if to the rest of his squadron : a mild 
stratagem, on which, however, the safety of England 
depended, and which was happily successful. In these 
days the news would have been flashed to every nook 
of Europe, and Britain would have Iain at the mercy of 
her enemies. Fortunately neither the French nor the 
Dutch had any idea of our condition. 

The mutiny lasted five weeks and spread all over the 
woi-IA It smouldered in the victorious fleet of Jervis ; 
who, however, suppressed it' with a prompt and masterful 
•hand. ..The crew of . .the cruising, .near, Porto 
Eico, outraged by the inhumanity of their captain, killed' ' 
all their officers, and delivered their'ship to, the Spaniards.', . 
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A.t tbe Giipe of Good Hope,, the British squadron was in 
opc^n revolt, i)0.t was brought back' to, disciplme by the 
ready hrmiiess of the Governor and AdmiraL The 
artiilerymeji at 'Woolwich were tampered with. There 
was an attempt to seduce the army. What a position for 
a country engaged in a life-and-death' struggle with a 
triiiin,pharit enemy ! Never in' the history of England, was 
there a darker hour. The year had begun indeed with 
one great naval victor}", and was destined to .close with 
another. But these isolated successes fomied the sole 
relief to a scene of perpetual gloom. Our generals and 
ai’mies liad been so uniformly unfortunate that we had 
no longer a foot on the continent of Europe. On land 
our' great foe was everywhere triumphant. We were en- 
tirely on the defensive. Two invasions of our islands had 
been attempted. A third was ■ impending ; it i]Q,ight at 
any niomeiit take place, and could scarcely be opposed. 

The war had lasted over foiiryeai‘s; and had added a 
hundred and thirty-five millions to the National Debt, or 
about as much as the whole cost of the American war, 
for scarce any corresponding advantage. The Funds had 
fallen to a lower point than in the w-orst depression of 
the American war. In December 1796 it had been 
necessary to propose a further loan of eighteen millions, 
and three millions and a half of new taxes. The loan, 
though issued at a price which produced 5| per cent, 
was at 1 Si, discount in -March 1797. There had, been 
an unexampled run on the Bank of England. Cash pay- 
ments had just been siispe,nded. There was a terrible 
dearth. Not merely were. the... ports thrown open to 
, foreign, corn, but ' large, bounties were paid on its .int- 
portation. The last of' our allies had just made her peace 
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alone. Oiir own' efibrts to eosiie to terms had been so 
received as- to make all liope of truce irseletliiitely remote. 
The worst of 'all wars .was raging in Ireland. Scotkndj 
t'iiougli not .harried' into open rebellion, was scarcely 
less discontented: England was mad deri eel by crimps 
and press-gangs,., and unprecedented taxation. ^ Pitt, was 
, grossly iiisnlteci in. the streets; he had to be brought 
back from St. Paul’s under an armed guard. And at 
this juncture our one efficient am, to which alone thf3 
: nation could, look for solace and even protection, was 
paralysed by insubordination : the flag of lawlessness had 
been hoisted ; and the guns of the navy were pointed 
at British shores. But the spirit of the minister was not 
siiaken, though his health had begun definitively to fail. 
At the height of the crisis, Lord Spencer came to him 
for instructions so pressing — (for it was said that the 
marines had joined the revolt and were about to march 
on London) — that he awoke Pitt in bed. He received 
them and left; but in a short time he received a con- 
tradiction, and returned. He found the minister already 
asleep. 

This crisis has been dwelt on at perhaps disproportion- ' 
ate length, because- it represents not merely' the darkest 
period of the war, but the dauntless spirit which ■ laced 
it, and which enabled this 'country, in spite of incapacity 
and blunders and debt, in face of the hostility of a 
•surpassing genius and of a world in arms, finally to 
surmount its difficulties. And we are thus able to under'’ 
stand why Pitt, with,, all his share of miscalcuktion 
and disaster, remained Img after his death the embodl 
meni and watchword of British determination. 
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Once more tliis year did lie make overtures for peace. 
“ I feel it I'iij duty,” lie repeated to G-renville, wlio urged 
ttat tke Eiooeli Riiiiister iras treatiiig liim witli scant 
courtesy, "as an English minister and a CliiisLiafi, to 
use every effort to stop so bloody and wasting a war.’* 
Grenville lorraally dissented. But Pitt persisted, in 
spite' of ' the disapproval of ' Ms Foreign Secretary ant! 
the aiigidsli of the King. He sent Lord Malmesbury, 
whose instructions Gre'iiville had the irksome task of 
drawing, to the town of Lille, which had been fixed 
for the 'meeting of the plenipotentiaries. These, how^ever, 
had their eyes fixed on Paris, where a struggle ■was 
impeiidiiig betiveen the extreme and the moderate 
factions ; on the issue of wdiicb, and on nothing else — 
for Pitt was ready for the most considerable concessions 
— peace really depended. On the 4th of September 1797 
the party of extremes and of war gained the upper hand, 
and on the 16 th of September Malmesbury was again 
ordered to leave the soil of France. ■ ■ 

During the next month, (October T797), the eclipse 
of the Navy was proved to be only temporary. In a 
bloody and obstinate battle off Camperdown the Dutch 
fleet, once so famous and so formidable, took its leave 
of history. It fought with a splendour of heroism 
worthy of its ancient renown, but was defeated by 
Admiral Duncan at the head of the fleet which had 
returned; to discipline ; and thus this black year ended, 
well' 

:' ;Iii the year ,1798, the struggle had ceased on the 
■continent ’ of Europe, ■ with the exception of a brief 
campaign .in tho' ■ kingdom ' of ■ Naples. ' The .. genius :of 
war in.^. the ....shape of Napoleon was in Egypt; where 
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Melson/by clestroyin^ the French fleet in AboiiMr Bay 
:(Aiigiist 1798), seemed • effectually to confine him. We 
were fully occupied at home by the rebellion in Ireland ; 
■ which Blight, had timely succoiu* arrived from France, 
have proved sufficient to tax the entire energies of the 
Empire.. When it is remembered that the population of, 
Ireland was then Httle less than one-third of the whole 
population of the United Kingdom,* that it was largely 
in possession of arms, and almost wholly disaffected ; it is 
not easy to calculate what would have been the extreme 
extent of the danger, had one of the many French ex- 
peditions, under such a general as Hoche, arrived to aid 
and discipline the revolt. Fortunately for G-reat Britain, 
tlie French force under Humbert, which landed in Killala 
Bay on the 22d of August (1798), came two months too 
late ; for the battle of Vinegar Hill, in which the insur- 
gent forces were completely routed, had been fought on 
the 21st of June. Moreover, Ulster, which had been 
the province most organised and eager for insurrection, 
hold aloof — deterred by the religious character of the 
rising; and the rebellion spent itself in the isolated 
efforts of a war of banditti, distinguished by constant 
horrors of outrage and reprisal. 

In this year Pitfc MmseK engaged in single combat. 
Tierney had declared that the proposal to carry in one 
day the Bill for the more effectual manning of the 
Navy was somewhat precipitate. Pitt, in reply, charged 
him with a desire to obstruct the defence of the country. 
The trtunt of obstruction, even of obstruction so mild 
as to be almost imperceptible to the palled palate of 
our generation, was ■then*' an insult ..-to be wiped out 
with blood The statesmen- met and exchanged shots ; ■ 
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while Fitt/s devoted friend the Speaker, AddirigtOQ, 
watched, the harmless combat from the genial shade of 
a gibbet on an adjoining hill... Addington was destined 
to be Pitt’s successor ; but it is said that Pitt was asked 
by Eyder, his second, on this occasion, who, shoiilc! 
succeed him in case of the worst, and that, he designated 
PerceYal. This nomination would - be mex|)Iicable,. did 
tl:,ie.re not exist a letter of Pitt’s which shows the ex- 
traordinary impression that had been, produced on him 
by a recent speech of PercevaFs.^ Pitt’s own account of 
the combat is still happily extant, in a letter to Lord 
Wellesley. In it he lightly declares as to Tierney and 
himself : I believe we parted better satisfied with each 
other, than on any other occasion in our lives. 

The duel seems childish to us now, and may have 
seemed so then, for it was followed by a widely cir- 
culated report that Pitt was insane, — a rumour less 
discreditable under the circumstances than such rumours 
usually are. Though he was not insane, there is no 
doubt that Ms health- was seriously impaired, to which, 
perhaps, we may attribute his loss of self-control on this 
occasion. 

The break-up of his constitution is so marked and 
so impoi’tant that It deserves a momentary reference ; 
as it , marks an era in his career scarcely less critical 
than the declaration of war in 1793. 

It has been seen that Pitt was a delicate child, A 
.earef'ul course of life, except in regard to the .large 
quantity of port that he was' accustomed to drink, had 
.enabled ,Mm to get through his work jind enjoy his 
holiday without interruption up to 1797. In that year, 

^ Sea below, p. 205.. See below, p. 210.' 
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t|ie death of bis brotbcr-in-law Eliot deeply affected birn ; 
and at that very time be began to complain of illness, 
lie suffered greatly from beadacbes. Wliat is more 
.qgnificant is that be began to speak of retirenaentj and 
of Addington as bis successor. It is clear that these 
allusions were due to yielding nerves and broken health; 
for tlie reasons which afterwards 'caused his resignation 
did not then exist, tils condition became worse in 
1708 . The passage 'vvith Tierney reveals a petulaiice 
alien to his singular self-command. And when Wilber- 
force threatened a motion condemning the principle of 
duelling, Pitt %vrote to him that he considered it as one 
for bis (Twn removal. The report of bis insanity probably 
arose from a continuous display of nervous irritability, 
ciiliiiinatiiig in the duel. A few days after his letter' to^ 
Wiibei’force, this last notes that his friend was seriously 
ill. ‘Wine began to produce an effect on his seasoned 
head. In August 1798, Lord Auckland reports him as 
much shaken in his constitution. It is clear that 1798 
marks, an evil crisis in Pitt’s health, which accounts for 
inucli in his subsequent career. The man is different 
afte^rwards. ^ ■ His will -seems to shrink.; he has less 
seil-coiitroh'-- The illness of princes and ministers is 

always a subject of hard -swearing ; and it will be 

curious to watch if the archives of Pitt’s contemporaries, 
as they yield , .their .treasures, will gradually, -clear , up 
a certain air of mystery that surrounds his health in 
.this -'year. 

Meanwhile, Pitt was strenuously combining a second 
coalition against France. He found in the Czar Paul, 
who had recently succeeded^ to the throne of Biissia, an 
ardent if insane ally, who was ahlo to contribute not 


only great arraies but a conjiUniroatQ genern,! to tlio 
common cause. Tlie Porte, outraged by the Frciic'h 
occupation of Egypb readily lent its aid. ^biples, 
alarmed by tbe French invasion of Italy, also prepared 
for war. Austria, who had recently come to terms with 
the French at Campo Formio, finding herself tricked, 
was again arming. Thus, with, powerful armies coin- 
txianded by the genius " of Suvaroff and the Axcliduke 
Charles; wdth the fleets of Great Britain in absolute 
siipreinacy at sea; and \ntli Napoleon blockaded in 
Egypt; the year 1799 opened with splendid prospects 
for the new confederacy. 

. Had it not been for the strange oscillations of Austria,, 
all these bright presages might well have been realised. 
But the ■ briiiianfe victories, with which Charles and Suv- 
aroff opened the campaign in Switzerland and northern 
Italy, %vere rendered futile by the orders from Vienna. 
Eussia retired disgusted from the contest, Austria per- 
severed for one year more, unequally matched with 
Napoleon, wiio had succeeded in retuiTiing to Europe. 
England’s share of the war, besides subsidies, was to 
send another expedition to Holland, then the favouiite 
theatre of English incompetency. It v/as commanded by 
..the Dulce of York, and was, though the Dutch fleet was- 
finally captured, indecisive . and even disastrous. Pitt, 
ever sanguine, derived a whimsical consolation in its dis- 
creditable termination from the fact that ‘‘it ought to 
be a great satisfaction to us to know that ow yalua!}le 
army 'will be restored to us safe and entire.” Against 
this failure it is only fair to set off a great triumph in 
the East. Tippoo, the sovereign of Mysore and the 
relentless enemy of Great Britain, encouraged by the 
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presence of the Frencii army in Egypt, had: become a 
serious danger to our 'dominion in India. Under the 
cominand of ' General Harris, with the guidance of Lord 
Wellesley and Ms 'greater brother, a British army in- 
vaded Mysore, and after an obstinate combat stormed 
Seringapatam. Tippoo fell, and his kingdom was divided. 

In the East, again, Sir Sidney Smith had held Acre 
against Napoleon’s Egyptian army, which, after a pertin- 
acious investment of sixty days, was obliged to retire : 
the sole check that ho knew in his career, until he 
crossed the Pyrenees. 

The last day of the year 1799 brought a letter from 
Napoleon, who had just become First Consul, with over- 
tures for peace. It was scarcely six weeks since a 
revolution had placed him in power ; and Pitt, dogged 
though he w'-as in his anxiety for a cessation of warfarOg 
felt that the actual situation of France did not hold out 
any solid security to be derived from negotiation. He 
was anxious, however, to express this negative in terms 
of eagerness for peace, with a hint that that would be 
best secured by the restoration of royalty. 

It w'as a pity that the task of answering the First 
Consul’s letter devolved upon Grenville. The didactic 
despatch is unhappily familiar to us in the annals of 
British diplomacy. England has always assumed the 
possession of a European censorship, which impels her 
to administer exhortation and rebuke to the States of the 
comment through the medium of her Foreign Office, 
as well. as by. the articles of her press. It is ', thfe , ‘ 
peculiarity which has constantly earned for her an 
unpopularity of the most ^universal and the most- ex- 
quisite kind. No British minister or journalist has, ' 
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kweYefj ' carried this spirit further ■ thaa Greii,vi!ie cm. 
this occasion. He .did not send any direct reply to 
Bonaparte’s letter, but he ' enclosed to tlie Foreign 
Minister at Paris w.hat was, tliougli called a note, in 
reality a supercilious and arrogant lectui^e to the French 
nation. Harping o,ii a “system” which he did riot 
further describe, but which he said was the souixe of 
all the woes of France and of . Europe, he informed 
Talleyi’and that “His Majesty cannot place Ms reliance 
on the mere renewal of general professions of pacific 
dispositions.” ' Some further guarantee was required. 
“ The best and most natural pledge of its reality and 
permanence would be the restoration of that line of 
princes, which for so many centuries maintained the. 
French nation in prosperity at home and in considera- 
tion and respect abroad,”' and so forth. There is a fine 
untutored insolence in this communication, addressed 
to the triumphant head of a victorious republic, that 
would be difficult to match. Even George III. could 
not stom..ach it. He wrote on the draft, “ In my opinion 
much too strong, but I suppose it must go.” 

To the advice thus considerately offered, Napoleon 
despatched a conclusive reply. “The First Consul,” he 
wrote, “of the French Republic could not doubt that his 
Britannic majesty recognised the right of nations to choose 
the form of their government,- since it is from the exercise 
of tMs right that, he holds Ms crown; but' he has been 
unable to comprehend how to this fundamental principle, 
upon which rests the existence ■of political societies, the 
.. minister of His Majesty could -annex insinuations which 
.tend to an interference, in^the internal affairs .of .the 
' republic, . and which are mo less ..injtirious to the French 


ri;s.tioii as to its government, than it would 1>8 to England 
iind His Afajestj if a sort of invitiitioii were held out 
ill favour of that republican government of which 
Eiigla-nd adopted the forms in the middle of the last 
j' ceiituiy, or an exhortation to recall to the throne that 
i lamiij whom their birth had placed there, and whom 
■ a revolution compelled to descend from it.” He con- 
eluded bj proposing to put an immediate end to hostilities, 
and to nanie plenipotentiaries to meet at once at Dunkirk 
or some similar place. Grenville sent a bald and meagre 
rejoinder saying, what was in fact untrue, that he had 
no desire to prescribe to a foreign country the form of 
its government, and refusing the offer. 

We may assume from what we now know of the 
character of Napoleon as it developed itself, that a 
durable peace could not then have been concluded^ 
but it is melancholy that Pitt, who had gi^asped at 
hopes so much more slender, should have declined even 
to entertain this solid proffer. He was willing to 
negotiate in the succeeding August; but in .January 
the French Government was not sufficiently established. 
On this point Fox was especially happy. We must 
keep Bonaparte some time longer at war as a state of 
probation. Gracious God 1 is war a state of probation f 
Is peace a rash system? Is it dangerous for nations 
to live in amity ivith each other? Is your vigilance, 
your policy, your common powers of observation to 
be relinquished by putting an end to the horrors of 
war! Cannot this state of probation be as well under- 
gone without adding to the catalogue of human suffering f 
But we must pause. WhatJ .must the .'bowelS' of ■Great 
Bxitain be torn oat— her best blood be spiltsffier treasure 


wasted, that you' Hiay make an experiment f ” Alter 
poiiiliiig out that soldiers, in otner battles, sncli as 
.Hleiilieiin, at least knew what they were fighting for, 
he proceeded : “ But if a man were present now at a 
ijeld of siaiigliter, and were to inquire for what they 
were fighting, * Fighting F would be the answer, Hhey 
are not fighting, they are pausing^ * Why is that man 
expiring? Why is that other writhing, with agony? 
Vv'hat means this implacable fury ? ^ The answer must 
be, * You are €|iiite WTong, sir ; you deceive yourself ; 
they are not fighting; do not disturb them, they are 
merely pausing ! This man is not expiring mth agony — 
that man is not dead — he is only pausing. Lord help 
you, sir ! They are not angry with one another. They 
have now no cause of quarrel, but their country thinks 
there shoidd be a pause,’ and so forth. 

This volley of reason and pleasantry was all the 
more stinging from being directed at what was, in- 
deed, Pitt’s real motive, (as we see in a letter to 
Dimdas of the 31st of December 1799), which was 
to w^ait, or, as Fox wmiild have said, to continue fight- 
ing until the French Government was firmly estab- 
lished. ' Nothing could be more impolitic than this 
refusal, except the manner of it. If ' Bonaparte were 
insincere, as w'as said, and only wished to make the 
French believe that the wish for peace was on Ms side 
.and not on oui's, the negative upon negotiation was 
playing his game. If he were sincere, the responsibility 
of the Government was unbounded. Moreover, there 
was the advantage of' dealing with a strong adm,iiiistra-' 
tion, even if its durability was insufficiently proved. ' It 
must, however, be acknowledged , that the reception of 
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peace proposals. ill France had liltlicrto hrcTi ff** 
eiicoiiraging ;■ that ihc of tlie French with ‘“jllitii 

nations eTOi in tlio act of treaty did not ifispirc ron 
ficlenee ; and that tlie coiirse of i^cgotiatioii in the h'lic- 
eeecling Aiignst shows lAat Bonaparte ratlicr fle.dred to 
soap an adva.ntage by parleVj tliani to e'rifc;.if}jis!i ariyiliing 
like a durable peace. 

In 1800, the Austrians, aftcn* a succession of ilisastxnw, 
wort, copipebtd io cuin^Iude an ai^nlstice , luid VhhvsMn 
latiih oFertiires for peace through Lord Miiiio, our ajji- 
hossador at.Yieiina, so that £i settleineni might befirrivcd 
at ill conjunction with Austria, and not by separate 
negotiation. ' But the preliminary conditions of the 
Freacli stipulated that they should be allowed to send 
supplies, wdiiie negotiations were pencliiig, to^ their anny 
in Egypt, and to their garrison, .in Malt.a, whiich wwe 
lilockaded by our fleets. This would ImTe deprived ; the „ 
British CTOvemiiient of the only tninips in tlieir h?md. 
The opportunity, .. therefore, if it, was one, again passed 
away. But it, .elicited a craioiis iiiirmte , frorxi Diindas, 
sho\ring the fierce divisions that existed in the Cabinet 
mi foreign policy. He traces no less than four 
lactloiis ill a eabiiiet of a do^ieia persons, ranging from 
Wiiidhaia,, the’ representative of Burke, the apostle of 
holy and eternal war with the Be volution, to the less 
exalted views of Pitt, who.w^as anxious for peace on any 
rieceiit terns. These' difiereaces ■were not abstract, l>ut 
piaictical and' IncesBant. It is clear, therefore, that Ihtt 
nmst not inere'ly have OYerridden some of his colleagues 
in Ills negotiations, but looked to a certain break up of 
his Cabinet,' bad - they Been successful. It is necessary 
to note that, ' while ..the negotiations were proceediiig, 
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htt'as a war minister 

The notable points of these years m regards PItls 
forifliicfc of the war and of foreign policy are these i—liis 
m u endeaTours to combine Europe against the common 
enemy; his constant anxiety for peace; It he foui^ direct 
overtures which he made with that object; the akaost 
uniform success of the enemy on iaiidj and the uniform 
triumph of our' arms, at sea finally, the dictatorship 
with which the country msely entrusted him, 'which 
enabled him to. overrule the dissensions of tho Cabinet 
ami carry on war, if not triumphantly., at a.!iy rate with 
uKjre success than would otherwise, have been possible 
fiirJer the conditions' royal, aristocratic, and traditiona!, 
which so hampered our efforts. 

PitTs war policy was' twofold ; it was a naval and 
colonial policy, it. was also one of subsidy. His enter- 
prises by land were ' neither mmierous nor successful. 
There he spent himself ; in scattered and isolated efforts, 
costly both in money and. life. Tt was calculated that 
these expeditions had,' at the Peace of Amiens, cost us no 
less than 1350 officers and 60,000 men. But our fleet 
swept the seas ; and ' sw^pt ail hostile colonies into our 
net Something .falls now to be said of his subsidies. 
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At fir A sight siibsidlas have a crude appearance,' nor 
have, ther agreerdde associations. . They are apt to recall 
titii lifiic when degeiiemte ' emperors were buying off 
hririgj;r bar!)amTi% or the doles that Charles and James 
IL I’cceived from Louis XIAh But they must he judged 
rni tlmr separate merits. A nation that conducts its 
iriaiii openilions by sea, and endeavours also to stimU" 
late l]f) 3 tllities by land, has hardly any choice in the 
matter. She has, on. this presumption, no spare army to 
send; and she iiiust contribute something more sub- 
stantia! than goodwill or despatches, Pitt, it must be 
reiuemliered, was in the position of being at war with 
an enemy of more than twenty-seven millions with 
’fla,aiiy vassal states , though the population of Britain ' 
was little more than ten millions, 'while that of Ireland 
at her sidi3 could only be reckoned to the enemy. His 
policy of subsidies was, therefore, a necessity ; for, while 
the popiik'tlon of France %vas- eminently warlike, that of 
England was relatively rich. The essential point, how- 
ever, in advancing money under these conditions, is to 
receive In return the services for which the payment is 
made. This is a precaution not free from diffic'iilty ; and 
80 Pitt found it. 

■ His siibsiclies were of two kinds : guaranteed loans 
or direct gifts, though they were only different in form, 
as the result to^ the taxpayer was the same in either 
case. Of the first description there were two. One ' 
was a loan of ^4,600,000, made in 1795, under an Act 
passed to give effect to a Convention: between Great 
Britain and the Emperor of Germany, dated on the 4th of 
.l^'fay 1795. By this instrument . it had been stipulated 
that, in consideration of the maintenance by Austria, of 
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20^,000 troops m the war against IraiicCs Great .Srludi'i 
idiould giiamiitee tlip, interest on this lor.ii. /Vt .iiU’/* 
f.lie first two '^rearSj Ainstria ■ was iniable to tho 

requisiie sum, tbe burden heiicefoiih fell 0 !i the fd'iii-ii 
'Exciieqiier. Tills guarantee Fox descrif>es as “ the 
luob:; imperiiderit iBeaaiixe, all tliiiigs coiisitlered, that ever 
was famed tliroiigli.” 

Again, a similar Coiiveiitioii vras coiicludcd mi tlie 
16tb of Alaj 1797, and a loan of £1,620,000 iriade on t!ie 
same conditions. But tlie charge fell erifjrolj on t!ie 
British Exchequer, as Austria was unable to pay 
thing. Besides these loaii.s, it may be of interest to add ^ 
a list of the subsidies wiiicli irere gifts during PitFs 
goveminerits, as furnishecl to Paiiiainent in 1815. 

But the subsidies, though considerable, formed of 
course only a small fraction of the cost of the war. On 
this point something must now be said. 

The total addition made to the capital liabilities of 
tliiv State between the 1st of February 1793 and. the 
ITtii of March 1801 amounted in stock to £325,221,460.^ 
Stock, however, did not constitute the whole lial:)ility. ' 
For, in addition to stock, subscribers often received, 
as part of their security, a certain aiaount of ter- 
minable annuities. These terminable annuities, (which 
expired 'in 1860 ), were known as the '*‘Loiig Aii- 
liiiities”; and their capital value, if computed at a 
rate of 5 per cent interest, may be taken to amount to 
£9,323,976 at the end of the eighth year of war {1800-1). 
Thus Pitt increased the capital liabilities of the State 
fcir war purposes in the course of those years by a total 
Biini of £334,525,436. -»But it must be remembered, 

^ Se« Ap|H;iidi3E A, ** Sfe Appendix B. 
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‘I'l’-iM-ui ihh lirTUKl FittV- rvIoKTiig Fiiml was at 
■w-ivL 'U'^Lile lie was LoiTa^aing with one hand, vriib 
oA'ier h: tins still selling aside large .'Sums lor the 
' ' h'-fModo?! of dchz hj the p^ircbase of stock The stock, 
'ioroi'cre, acquired (hmng this period by the National 
It hi f’5"mriilssionerSj amounting to .*£4*2,0l5583'25^' Biiist 
A" ded.icted from the total . Ikbilities, ■ if it Is desired 
' I -•bcr.tdri the biirdeir timt the mir 'during these yeaxa 
laid iipo-fj |,iosterity. The result of the deduction gives a 
ro:!;. Oita! of ..£ 292 , 009,604 as thc^- war burden permanently 
5‘.a|M*sc<! I A' Pitt IB his first and main administratioix ^ 

Of these 304| m.illions Pitt only received about 20(> 
iTiiOioiiS ir^ cash. He borroi-red in a stock of a lo'w deiiom- 
luiitioii; and, as in January 1797, for example, the 3 
pir cents .fell to 47,' It may .readily be imagined at what 

a sacrifice of capital value the loans were raised. For 

' . '0^ 

tills lite lias lieeri much blaiB.ed.' It has been said^ that 

he should Iiaivi borrowed in. stock of a .deiiomination 
more nearly ciirrespoiiding to .the actual credit of the 
State; by which method the capital would not have 
been swollen to such an inordinate' extent, and the/ 
generation responsible 'for the war would have borne a ■ 
fairer s,liare of the burden. 'b The answer to this criticism, ' 
convincing enough, would' require too miieli 
spaciousness of detail to be given here. This much 
may, bo'Wf.r\-er, be said, that Pitt had no choice. He 
vi'O' berrowib^g on a scale unknown in the history of the 
iforld ; and lie bad to borrow, not in accordance with Ms 
fnrrj vimrs, but with those of the lenders. He made 
repeated attempts to borrow at 5 and 4 per cent, but 

■ 'See iippeiiflis B. ■ ■ 

* T.lie further additions made to -the debt by Mr, Pitt in bis 
wofid adiiiiiiistratioB will also be found in Appendix B. 
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met with no ^ responsa. For ids Ferj, first loan, ra;js(;d 
within, a few weeks of the declaration of war, lie recei?ecl 
tcniders from only one set of persons, who insisteci 
on 3 per cents. When, . again, lie fniideci the Nary 
and Exchequer Bills in 1796, he offered options in 3, 
4, , and 5 per cent stock. According to the markefc 
price, the^ option in 5 per cents was the most favour- 
«al:>le to the lender;, but .85 per cent was taken in 3 
percent stock, and only 11 per cent in, 5 per cent stock. 

There is overwhelming evidence to show that lie 
repeatedly did all in his power to stimulate public corn- 
petition, and to raise his loans in stock of a higher de- 
iiomi,nation. Such stock, however, not only commanded 
less popularity, but had relatively a less marketable 
value, owing to its liability to be redeemed on the. 
conclusion of peace and the return of better . credit. 
Consequently, it is open to question whether Pitt would 
have done better for posterity, even if he had succeeded 
ill borrowing by m,ethods different to those to wMcli 
he had to resort. Indeed, a high financial authority— 
Mr. Fewmareh — in an interesting monograph on this 
subject, demonstrates, by actuarial calculations, that 
borrowing in 3 per cent stock as' compared with 5 per 
cent stock was. in -reality an economy. However that 
may be, the plain truth is, that, having to appeal to a 
limited and abnormal market, Pitt was in no seiise\ 
master of the situation; and that, had he not offered 
the temptation of stock which wa.? certain to rise sooner 
or later in capital value, he could not have secured the 
requisite means for carrying on the war. 

Another cognate objection Is that he ought to have 
raised more by taxation within the year and depended 
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oi'i loans. There was no more strenuous upholder 
fif this doetriTie than Pitt Mmseli. He explored and 
at tein pt cd. e very source of taxation. Ife added repeatedly 
to existing taxes. He even appealed to voluntary con- 
tribution ; ly which he obtained more than two millions 
sterling in 1798, and a further sum in 1799. He intro- 
fliiced such fertile expedients as the legacy duty, whicli 
lie borrowed from Holland in 1796.^ In 1796 he took 
tlie flesperate measure of trebling the assessed taxes 
(when the familiar phrase of the ‘‘ pleasure .horse ” made 
perhaps its first a|)pearance) ; and when this impost fell 
short of ox|iectations, finding that “ the resources of taxa- 
tion were under him,” he boldly ca:rried through 

an income tax of minute and complicated graduation in 
an oration ** which,” said a competent French writer, 
Mallet dll Pan, who heard it, “ is not a speech spoken by 
the minister ; , it is a complete course of public economy; 
a work, and one of the finest works, upon practical and 
theoretical finance that ever distinguished the pen of a’ 
philosopher and statesman.” . 

Mr. Cxladsfcone demonstrated in a speech fully worthy 
of this description that, had Pitt imposed the income tax 
[ril793 insteadof 1798, there need have been no debt at all. 
.But lie would be the first to admit that what was possible 
ill 1798 would not have been possible in 1793 ; that what 
was practicable in the fifth y.ear of war would not have 
been practicable in the first ; and that it was not until all 
other possible sources of ■ taxation had run,„,.djy that he 
couH have persuaded the: country to accept a severe 

;, 'A Tliere are no .fewer than three claimants for the honour of . 
haying, called Pitt's attention to these duties : .Miles, Harris, and s 

,'Mr. Lam'Ky. 
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iXTPdu.it ed IrieoBia tax. It was only mdioa , he fro’ *1’ r.: 
of the assessed taxes - bad failed, that be deterroineii to 
attain, by a direct impost, his avowed object, of foiki'iig a 
ten, til of tlie incoiiie of ' the countrj?. The net of the tax 
was e,xt:remel? wide, and the mesh extremely sin all It 
operated on irieo:nes of no more than i!60 ii year', wfiieb 
were mulcted at tfie rate of twopence in the The 

tax proeee«.ied by a minute and complicate*:! scale ; each 
£5 of additioiia! income being taxed at a diffbrefit rate 
until X200 was reached. From incomes of .£200 a ycj;.i;r 
and upwards Pitt boldly took his tenth. Ihe inrpositiV)?! 
and a.cccptaiice of a tithe so novel and ex.‘is[Hiriii iiig 
show's suiiicieiitly that all that taxation could do was 
done, as well as the anxiety of Pitt and bis gimera- 
tion to bear the fullest possible proportion of the burden 
of the war.. 

Ariotber criticism of a directly opposite import ha« been 
raised against him. He has been accused of uiirliily adding 
to that burden by keeping up the charge for the Sinking 
Fond. The main reason for his doing this is that which 
w'ould have prevented . his proposing the i.ncom.e tax in 
1793. He -iras convinced that the war would be so 
short, that it would not be worth wdiile to derange his 
scheme of reflemj)tiori on that account. It is clear from 
his speech of the 11th of March 1793, as -well tis from 
other indications, that he thought it highly iroprolxible 
that hostilities could continue beyond that year. This 
expectation was based entirely on the financial condition 
of France. It would, therefore, have been extravagant 
in his judgment, to interrupt a beneficial set|iience of 
fifteen years, for a few^maonths of incidental warfare. 
Financially, his calculation was correct ; but, politically. 
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he “eeei trying to eorr.p^ite a, tornado. Mor did these 
hopes: cd^atOj uh tbe rrar proceeded. Ejicli year, 
hvuith TOs to be the last, iiiul even Imd it been 
olhtaaviiL;, It iriay well be that he would have been 
rrMiclJiiit to dispel that ipiragej wdiich induced the 
f'Oj'ailaMori to bear taxation, readily^ imder the bedef 
iih.'ii ?i nir.gie machinery %vas prodncliig__ gold fast as 
it VMS spent.. The Sinking Fund, in line, inspired 
coulidericej and enabled the nation to endure with 
clioerffilaess the burden of what he believed would be a 
shf'iit war. 

It is, therefore, probable that, in spite of the large- 
ness of the figures, Pittas finance was well and wisely 
managed; that, looking^^^ indeed to the^ monetary and 
|)o!itic?;il conditions of his time, he achieved as much 
both ill ?in filial payment and in economy of . borrowing 
as could well have been accomplished. That he managed 
iJiis, too, without crushing commerce by taxation is e'vd- 
doiit from the fact that our imports and exports went on 
iiiomiting dining the war, in spite of deficient harvests, 
with reassuring elasticity. In the year ending January 
5, 1793, the total value of all imports into Great Britain 
had been £ 1 9,059,358 ; and on an average of six years end- 
ing at f hfs t date .£1 8,685,390. In the year ending January 
b, 1799, it was iI2f5,654,000, and on an average of the 
six years then ending £22,356,29.6, showing an increase 
as betwoca the two years of £5,994,642, and as between 
. the tiro averages of £3,670,906. The total value of the 
exports of British manufactures in the year ending 
January 5, 1793, had be6B"£I8,'336',851 ; on the six years' 
average £14.771,049, The comparative figures in 1799' 
were £19,771,510, and £17,154,323, showing an increase 
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of £1,434,659 and- £2,383,■274^^es|)ecti;ve!^ Of foreign 
iiicn:t4iaodise exporte^^^ in . the year eliding January 5, 
1793, the value was' £6,568,000,. and in the ' six years the- 
average had been £5,468,014 ; the con*espoiiding figures 
in. 1799 were £14,028,000 and £10,791,000, showing an 
!.ncrease of £7,460,000 and £5,322,986 respectively. It 
might be said of hiia, as the gratfifiil citizens of London 
recorded of his father, that under his administration 
commerce had been united with and made to iioniish 
by wan 

But it is not possible to discuss Pitt’s war adii]i.n.istTa” 
tion, which has been so bitterly attacked, merely by 
laying dovne general principles. It must be considered 

as a concrete record., of ■achievero.ent ...and failure. .As 

regards the minor and tnilitary part, it may at unce 
be admitted to be ■ unsuccessful, and want of success 
may be held at once to damn it.. But the ,circum.steiices 
must be borne in mind. Pitt’s catamarans and martello 
to.wers must not be compared with tG.rpedoes and 
Brialmont turrets. It must be remembered that ha 
was dealing with dupes or . invalids or selLseekers on 
the one hand ; and with a cosmopolitan convulsion, 
embodied in a secular genius, on the other. The French 
Revolution, to borrow Canning’s fine' figure, was' a 
deluge which submerged the ancient mona.rchies of 
Europe; it was long before their spires and turrets 
emerged once more -above the subsiding wave. Most 
European Courts.-,, beheld .it in the spirit of wreckers. 
While Pitt was '-planning how to check the torrent, 
they were ' speculating on . the value of its fiotsam and 
jetsam. His ..a'lid their professed objects were the same ; 
their real aims -were totally different and incompatible 
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Pitt was. m it werej heading a crusade with a force of 
: eamp followers. They took his money, and laughed in 
their sleeve.. He could not' believe that they , were ■ 
ifiserisible to their real interest or theii* real danger. 

It is probable that some Pompeians saw in the great 
eruption an admiiuble opportunity for shop-lifting ; so 
it iras, but it cost the depredatprs their lives. Pitt 
?,aw the real peril, though he succeeded neither in 
averting it, nor in alarming the princes of Europe; 
they deceived Mm and themselves, and were over- 
whelmed. 

Eui'ope was rotten. The decay had been demon- 
strated in France, but the fact was u,niversaL , The , old 
systems were moth-eaten. The Holy Roman Empire, 
neve.r very puissant, crumbled like a corpse under the 
new light. Prussia, so arduously constructed by the 
unwearied vigilance of genius, had withered under the 
single reign of an extravagant voluptuary. Spain was a 
name, and Italy a geograpMcal expression. Great Britain 
was neither sound nor particularly great. The nations 
were indeed a dominant force, but the governments 
which acted in their name were either unrepresentative 
or futile. Pitt recognised tMs after Ulm, when ho said Cv 
that nothing more could be hoped of the sovereigns, — 
the.re must be a war of peoples. A few weeks after- 
wards, the overthrow of the Emperors at Austerlitz con- 
firmed his opinion ; Spain, then. Russia, then Germany, 
were to fulfil Ms prophecy. 

But It was the governme.nts that Pitt headed. 
And, if he could not calculate on the selfish ineptitude, 
which distinguished, not the peoples, but the courts ol 
the continent, still less could he calculate on Napoleon, ■ 
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To that imperial; iBtolIeet , be Imd to cippohe tlo» 
craft of tlie Tbiigiits and the Cobtiizels, the LiirrLM/iitli 
and the Ilapgwit^s, at, all tinies^ ccniteniptible 

at sudi a crisis : and tiia I'nilitarj capacity of the a.getl 
Melas, tba hampered Archduke Cbar1t?3, the iiicoin- 
preJiCiiPible Duke of .■BrurisArick. lie liiiiiscIC liad no 
^^eiierak. “I know said Lord Xorlii^ when a list 
cif officers was submitted to him for the comni.'iiiflir io 
Aiiien’ca, I know" not what effect these names riia,y hwQ 
on the enemy, but I know they make nie treinblo.” So 
w’itli Pitt. ;H6 discovered the genius of Weliington, but 
did not live to profit by it. He ivas oldiged to employ 
the Duke of York, or, as Lord Grenville said, “ some old 
woman in a red riband.’’ Nothing perhaps could have 
availed against Napoleon, for two Napoleons do, not 
co.exist. But Europe , never had a fair c,hanc6. 

,It .is also just to remark that, iviiile Pitt’s efforts on 
land were generally futile, he Avas uniformly siiccess,fi:il 
at sea. If France held one element, England hehi the 
other. If the responsibility of the one be debited to 
him, the responsibility of the other must be placed to 
his credit. Even if it be said that these victories were 
entirely due to the incalculable genius of Nelson, which 
would not be true, it must be said that the defeats were 
due to the incaiculable genius of Napoleon ; so that t,lie 
one may be set against the other. ■ 

There was, however, another reason for the wide 
difierence between the results achieved by the army and 
thc5 iiav}?' in the last decade of the last century. The 
army was essentially an aristocratic, and the navy a 
comparatively democratic ftserviee. In the navy a man 
of obscure origin could rise, and the area of choice was 


PITT AS' A -WAE 3RNISTEE ■ " ; 159 

fibl ^iv ‘Jio ti'rciiriistaHccs rdhirth; but in fclie 

ariu\\ |■.lllrc.h:lf^e and. favoar and lineage gave prcvoiotion. 
i)u‘: arli>;in;]s were not bom In the pnipie. . Oolliogivood 
v,ai trie son of a Kewcastle merchaiifcj Jervis of a 
e^<:u<lry lawyer^ Nelson of a countiy parson. But 
f)!ir ariidcs had to be 'sent into the fields it vfas 
fint.e.-saiy that, if pos'sibH ^ prince of the blood should 
cofiirofUid tiiem. A military conimand seem^ed to 
rt-tf :iiv ijotliiiig more than einilteclrankj or the seniority 
ivliicii often spelt senility. , It is difficult to apportion 
the liloo<] - giiiitiiiess of this proceeding or tradition. 
Pitt at rate iiiformed George HI. that, so , far as 
the Diilm of York was concerned, it could not con-, 
tiiiue. The King acquiesced with real anguish as a ■ 
father, and perhaps as a sovereign ; but solaced himself 
’by telling Pitt that it was not Ms son, but Pittas brother, 
then at the head of the Admiralty^ who was responsible 
for oui* disasters. > chance had armies, thus, guided 
by indolence or hazard, against' legions of veterans, to 
ii'liom war wm a business and a passion, many of whom 
iia,d risen, and al! of whom, looked to rise, by merit ? The 
English generals were brave, and the Duke of York had 
gallant qualities. But they were engaged in a struggle 
where this was not enough. The disparity extended from 
the leaders to the ranks. “ The French system of con- 
scription brings together a fair specimen of all classes ; 
our army is composed of the scum of the earth — the mere 
scum of the earth, said the Duke of Wellington, with 
mare accuracy than gratitude. So it was, a,nd so it was, 
treated. Largely recruited from the refuse of humanity, 

It was scoiuged and bullied and abused as if outside 
humanity. And these were the soldiers we opposed to 
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tli8 regiments in- wWeh Kej and H of lie and iia 

, ser¥ed as privates. 

Tl'iese explanations and ■ reserves are iiofe intend eil fxi 
prove that Pitt was a' great War Minister. In tliat 
respect it maj be said that be lias been much 
rated without asseiting that he was a born organiser of 
victory. He had dauntless spirilj he had unfailing 
energy^ he evoked ' dormant resource, he inspired con- 
fidence ; but his true gifts were for peace. The signal 
qiuiiities which he had shown in adniiiiistratiori did not 
help him on this new stage. Unsupported and over- 
w'eighted as he was, he could not in any case have 
succeeded. ■ .Nor in all probability could the greatest of 
War Miiiiste.rs,-— not Chatham, not Bismarck. | It , must 
1)6 repeated again and again that, locked in a death 
gn’a|3|;)le with the Frenc.h lievolutioii, he was struggling 
with something superhuman, immeasurable, incalculable. 
We do not read that the wisest and the mightiest in 
Egypt were able to avail, when the light turned to dark- 
ness and the rivers to blood f 
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Dui'ii'XC these ymrs of struggles Pitt rras coiiipelied to 
lille'.v i'dl meamres of social progress to remain in abej- 
ariiMP Tlie note of his domestic policy was to avoid any 
ii.3e.‘:isiir<3 tliiit coaid embarrass the efficient conduct of the 
w{ 4 r\ Tliat,^ however 'short it might be in his anticipa- 
tioiij wc4il<l ill any case reqiiii’e the undivided ener.gies '' 
of rlie country. He had no choice, as has been seen, but 
to go to v'ar. Suppose that, having done so, he had 
di5?ot,cd hi;^ energies not to the war, but to measures of 
^'en)«anci|iaf:!on and reform, and had split .Paiiiaiiieiit, 
which ill a war should be iiriaiiimous. into half a dozen 
would he have done better? War is a hideous 
iirigTo...dag fact; it cannot be paltered vdth. Too much / 
or too liule, as Biukc said of property, is treason against 
it ; if, must, have all ; every nerve, every muscle, every 
fibre. And the nation that gives its whole immediate 
tmergy to the war it has in hand will have , an iii- 
udciiliblc advantage over the nation to whom it is 
imu'tily an expensive iricident, dividing its attention 
with a number of other agntating and absorbing 
ir/oblcnnt, 


Parliamentary- -reform' was, no cioiilit, loud!}’' and 
justly denianded. ■ "Biifc,; wbilcj on the one Int, iicl, the 
ciitlnisiasm of the Frencli .Revolution would have rle“ 
marided a larger measure than Pitt would have granlei'l 
the far more general reaetion against afiytliing in the 
shape of change tvonld have denied aBj/tliing. Eeforiiiers 
then insisted on more than- we^ after a c^eritiiry of agita- 
tion, have tittained. ' To move in the matter, tlieii, could 
onl}' provoke irritating a:nd fruitless dissension, perha/ps 
disabling anarchy, when the union of the nation wm the 
hrst necessity. It was almird to, discuss aiiniial pariia,'- 
IB cuts when the Griiil was at our, gates. It was i.ridiB- 
peiisable to cKccfe the PTench revoliitionary propaganda, 
of wluch these proposals were on'ly an instahiieiit^ and 
which were really aimed at, the sub version, ^Rf the entire 
co-iistitiition of .which Pitt was the official trust ea 
Heavy taxation for war with little apparent result, and' 
the .maintenance of a na.xTOW, system against a popular 
and reasonable demand for reform, soon bear fruit in 
what is called, coercion.. And to coercion .Pitt was 
compelled to .resort. .... - 

It has been said that the period from 1.789 to January 
1793— the first part of the French Revolution — was one, 
not of coercion, but of almost competing libemlism. It 
is true, no doubt, that in May 1792 a royal proclamation 
had been issued, warning the people against seditious 
WTitings; and another in December of the same year 
had called out the militia as a precaution against the 
intrigues of “evil -disposed persons acting in concert 
with persons in foreign parts ; but these edicts could 
Hcarcaly be considered as other than storm signals. 
Flvea the Alien Bill, which was introilueed in 1792 


^ r?jYOiiiticonry propi- 

-pwp riMf har?i'^?j r u> iDreignorr^, 
W’a.H not 6’itraordir.aryj whcii tlie ..cir’ciiiiistances and 
i*pi?f!on.” of the tinio are considared. Them measures 
averts lollowcd up by frequent press pro^epi- 

raid jinrics eotapeted in finding persons guilty of 
sedit'-ion f)ii the tMniiest evidence^ or on eo eTideiice at 
all 

M.om ef/pecially was this the case in Scotlaiidj v/here 
tlie judges on tlie prosecutions | and where 

Bra'xficifl atieniptecl, not mthout success, to riTal the 
fame of Jefireys. The discontent here' stopped little 
s'hort of rcbeilloa A Convention sate in Edinburgh, 
wlileii scarcely tlisgulse-d revolutionary aims. So far as 
parlioiiientary representation was concerned, the malcon- 
tents were fully justified ; their grievance in that respect 
was ii;ij measurably greater than that of Ireland, for they 
had lost their own parliament, and had no I'eal repre- 
fientatioii in any other. But, had -their complaints been 
less founded, disalFection W'Ould have been, -jiistifieci by 
the measures taken against ' them. -A brilliant young J 
advocate named Muir, arraigned as a member, of thej 
ConveKtiofi and as a promoter of parliamentary reform,^’ 
was condom lied to transportation for fourteen years.i 
Palmer, a clergyman, was sentenced to seven years’ 
transportation for circulating a paper in favour of 
parllameiit'iry refom. Skirving, for being concerned 
in the same address and in, the' 'Gonvention, was ' trans- 
ported for fourteen years. Margarot and Gerrald, the 
London delegates to the Convention, received a like 
punishment. These trials sank^ . deep into the minds of 
the Scott, ish people. Half a century afta,rwards, a 
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niemoiial ' was erected ■ to- the victims on oiiu of ilic 
loftiest sites 1.0 Edinbiirgli ;■ while Fox expresHCii in an 
ejacttlation wliat is ■ still -thought of ihoBc who seot.eiiced 
tiiem : '’'God help .the people who have such Judges.” 

: Bo .fai’s tlie-se prosecutions .had proceesded ui id er the 
ordiiiarj law, . But, iii - M.ay 1.794s a ro}ai,i message wsik 
.coniniiiaicated to Parliainent, calling its aitentioij to cei* 
tai.n pape.rs that were to be .laid before it, A secret eoiiv 
mittee was appointed, in both .Houses, Eepr^rts we!-’€ 
issued by each to the eiiect that a traitorous conspiracy 
existed for purposes of revolution. The Habeas Corpus 
xlct w'as instantly suspended. In that year Wattj who 
had been a spy, was tried and executed in Scotland for 
high treason ; nor, indeed, did he deny that his de- 
signs were rebellious, though the plot, was on so small, a 
scale that it might well have been treated as venial . In 
England, on the other hand, a few weeks later, Hardy, 
Horne Tooke, and others were brought to trial on the sam,e 
charge and acquitted. Nothing apparently in the nature 
of treason was proved against them ; they had mere,ly 
coiBbined lor purposes of reform ; and they derived an 
agreeable satisfaction from summoning Pitt and Eicli- 
mond to testify to their own former participation, in 
similar aspirations. These acquittals cleared the air. 
They showed, on the one hand, that the alarms of Parlia- 
ment had been exaggerated ; and on the other, that in 
England, at any rate, justice vras still pm*e and unbiassed. 

In 1795, the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act 
wtis renewed, and it was continued till 180L In this 
year the King, on the opening of Parliament, was shot 
at and pelted ; his coaefi was wrecked. These outrages 
were followed by a Treasonable Practices Bill ??ricl a 
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^fectinci Botli nieasiires were firterfer- 

V iiL tin, liiii’ri-y of a which only the last 

1 'xlrc‘iu^- of could justify, The first iridefinitely 

I Uv cafe^ory of treasonable offences^ and dis- 

;\i!h proof of any. overt act of treason; , the 
forbade all public meetings of more than fifty 
wit bout the siipermtendence of a magistrate, 
;fnd cmtiihmd other clauses' of- a similar tendency. 
Tliese bills \rere. %^oted by 'great majorities. * In 1799, 
an Act %rm passed for putting an ■ end to yarioiis 
soeietios, and forbidding the fo.rm.atiori of others under 
sjpeciffcd conditions. Eegiilations and restrictions and 
bixat'ioii were also imposed on the press. For some 
years past steps had been taken with the special object 
of rcBtmhnng the circulation of ■ ch^ap newspapers, of 
V li ic i;i tliesf3 hii rdeiis were the coniple.ment. These various., 
proccsedings gave .Fox a. gi’eat advantage, of which he 
nobly av«ailccl himself. Though he thundered in vai,n, 
against the enactment of such la.ws,- his speeches remain, 
and embody in the most exact and stirring terms the 
large fiolity of a free people. In half a dojsen words he 
laid down tiie fundamental principle of liberal _poiicy. 

“ Liberty is order/’ said he, *4iberty is strength.” 

It is not easy in cold blood to defend these pro- 
;• claraatioTis anti prosecutions and bills^. Still less easy 
Js it for a generation that has .so often resorted to 
coercion to criticise them. Ever since’ the death of 
Pitt, all English governments have at times adopted 
those exeept'ioiial measures for which their supporters 
are so apt to censure him. But he can only be held 
partly responsible. In Scotland, the. ruling and lan- 
guage of the judges were largely. a.risw’’erabl 0 . Id 


LfigL'itid, I’lie eii’iy oc juries niidcr tlwi 

law poiaicd in tbu siiiiii; dlreetloii, I'Vir tl:e tj.vli'u- 
ordiimiy lawn Pariiainerdi iiself beara ilio biiriltii. It£ 
secret eoiiiiaittccs and reports niade it impossible io: 
any minister to refrain from proposing cocrdon bills. 
Tlio scandal and terror caused by tbo assault on tiie 
iving were too giu.h& of otbe*Ti. iiiili iii^)fo iiiiiHt hi 
aerkrioirlcdged tlian ibis. Tbesc liiMB were pasrinlj and 
these prcser/ations instituted, under tlie igBoraiii ferocity 
of panic. The amircmity and brutality of tliac panic 
can jjcfiiaps Best bo realised In tlie accounts of the 
Biniringhaia riots, of wMcIi Catliorine Hutton, one 
of the chief suflerers, has left so graph ie a narKiiive. 
The French Eavoliiuon was a new portent; none 
coiiid measure it, nGthing conic! be predicated with 
regard to it; its terrors consisted not merely in the 
■success of its aims, ■ but in the ramifications 'Of its 
proselytlsm. Before ■ any exceptional measures ivere 
caken, It wus encouraging revolt in England, promising 
support to rebellion, and receiving disaffection with 
cordiality and honour. To this tho English response 
took the form of some conspiracies, real, though no 
doubt exaggerated; but in the inair^ of an Intense 
roactioft and dismay. ** Bepression and se?enty,” says 
so stout a IrlTiig as ErsMne May, “were 'popular and 
sure of cordial support/^ 

Mr*. Massey supplies from secret records the exact 
moment when the masculine mind of Pitt succumbed 
tx) the plots and ramours of plots with which he 
was encompassed. In December 1792 three thousand 
daggers had been discovered- at Birmingham' ; oriO' ^ of ' 
them had been flung by Burke on tha floor of the 
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li /tf Cmrmiomi, The Govcnniient bad convincing 
'-r cntbrnce which at any rate conYinecd them, 
tliis only a part of a vast and iiammeiit con- 
The Cabinet Kite till four in the morning. 
Hbijn it hmJ rlispersedj Pitt still bent brooding over 
Cfio li:cL Pi’esentJj he asked the under- secretary^ who 
va.'i in att-juiclance, what he thought of the situation; 
.tnd fiddeih “Probahlyby this time to-morrow we may 
nf)t have a liarid to act or a tongire to utter. ’t hTor did 
the grfivit.y of liis apprehensions diminish with time. He 
uhl lYcilerdey and Wilberforce in 1795 that, were he to 
rcjsign, his head would be off in six months; and, shortly 
afterwards, viien Wilberforce borrowed Pittas carriage, 
he was informed that, were it recognised, its occupant 
ran the risk of being murdered. When once Pitt yielded 
..'to the pobiic sentiment. in- this matter, there co'uld be 
neither p«aiis 0 nor limi't. The public in its terror called 
for more and iiioie ; Parliament passed every repressive 
measure with something like acclamation; it was .not 
tlia coercion of a people by a government, it was the 
crsei'cioii of a government by the people. 

It must, fuiiher, be admitted that. later' ministries 
ha.v6 departed from the ordinary law with much less 
reasoiL While we were struggling for bare existence 
with the most formidable enemy that England has ever 
Imd to face— an enemy lighting not with armies and fleets 
alone, but with every art of seduction — we had one-third '■ 
of our population, that of Ireland,, arrayed in avowed 
disaffection; Scotland was combustible and explosive; 
and it was impossible to speak with confidence of the 
population of England. \ All That., was known was an 
enormous sale of the works of Paine, an extensive 




ruaniifarfxiry of a ef3?}sis]er;tri1o ano I fJi li- 

able araonnt c»f furtire organii^atioii. It w,ir-: ?iii mwil 
tlic imkiiCATiL fbo K-snpocteflj that was tr.rribk. At an\ 
no i uir. izn^i tV vfr, grn*irif1 wt nux 
defendirig fi’ora France- eriiinble beneatli us, i}i.scri:i- 
^ tent iTiiglit biirrt fortb somewhere; mid onm In view, 
wiio eoiild tellj idlF bad liarTe&t.s mnl heavy laxcis miil 
press - gangs to foster 1% liow far it might cxixmd f 
'kin, king the best front we could against an overwhelirjlng 
■erseuiVj we might drfd the coiintrj in ilaiiius beldrnl ns. 
In BO dark and desperate a jiirietiirQj men act and si-rilir. 
blindly. In, face of so prese.rit a perils it Is not the miimter 
who is laaster. He only attempts to keep his feet in 
front of a tenipestiioiis crowd ; and his respon,sil}i,litj in 
case of iai.sliap is terrible. It may be that exceptional 
Kieasitres of repression can never be Justified. If they 
can, tlie justification can' only be concrete, can only rest 
on a solid base of formidable circiimstaiiee. If they 
ever can, a fair plea can be advanced for Pitt ; for fclF.f 
crisis was incalculable. And if they cannot, it is rlifii- 
cult foi" any extant political party in England to censure 
him. But the truth, ’^vith or without apology, may be 
best expressed by saying that, while the torrent of the 
French Eevoliition demolished monarchy in France, itfs 
bach-eddies swept Pitt and England into reaction. 

Even in this dire time of distress, he turneil from a 
state of war, external and intestine, to those eternal 
^ problems where policy and humanity wmrk side by side, 
. 4 ^^ A Whitbread had brought forward a Bill for regiila,ti!ig 
and fixing a Tninimum of wages, Pitt recnlicd the 
i House to a juster view^ of political economy. He 
!>eileved that the true course was to allow the price 
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to ilipl its own level, and that this would 
hv-t f.M?untecl by a- reform of ilia poor-laws; more 
fvp^an-llj of tfjat la-w of settlement which prevented 
ihit voikman from taking . Ms ' mdustry to the best 
a.;irkf‘L passing from this eriticisnij lie proceeded 

U) «le:d efifncstly and exliaustivelj mth the whole 
qiieEion of the condition of the poor. He admitted 
;i tjMj ill, and suggested' various remedieSj which on a 


liiiter d;iy lie embodied In a measure. 


Jfe hail spared, h.8 said, no pjairis to collect informa- 
tion on the siiliject; and there Is a curious tradition as 
to this* It is said, that on a visit in Essex, (possibly to' 
Sliortgrove, the house of his private secretary, Joseph 
Smith), he 'was , descanting on the prosperity of the 
country and on tlie comfort enjoyed by the working 
classes. His host answered nothing; but took him 
next day to the town of Halsted. The minister 
surveyed it in silent wonder, and declared that he 
hail no conception that any part of England could pre- 
sent a spectacle of such misery. The scene produced 
a deep impression on his mind; he at 'once addressed,;: 
himself to the question; and not long alterw’-ards' he 
took the opportunity of Whitbread's motion to deliver 
this sympathetic and thoughtful speech on the condi- 
tion of the poor; through even the meagi’e reports of 
which there breathes a warm spirit of earnestness and, 
humanity, unlike the political deliverances of that day.' 

He followed it up with a Bill, full of .novel and com- 
prehensive propositions: so novel and comprehensive,,,,?" 
indeed, that, after several .alterations, *, it, sank overJ 
weighted beneath the parliamentary wave. . A vast new 
3j'gtem was fco be created; a hierarchy of "Justices and' 
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aisfl Gisaniiiins, In erarr fiarisli or ;,.!:ru'i 3 |> ui 
parisiies weT*e to ba estabiisiecl Sclioola of IrKinstry^ 
wora in fact v/bat wa iiave since kiicv^vn a« 
Ateliers Xationaiur.- Tbeir eoriditions were to be 
lettletl to some ■ extent bj Parish Conrieils ; but tliej 
wcjre in all eases toiiirriisli work lor the destitute jjoor. 
Tlia Justices and other authorities were to liaYe riearb/ 
the powers of a priTate eniploj^er of labour in regard to 
them. They were to briy inaterials ; they were to sc3ll 
the maruruh-etured .articlB ; they. 'wore to fix the rate of 
wages. They . cotild build or hire warehouses; they 
could buy or hire land. They could enclose and culti- 
vate comiTJons lor the support of the W'orkers in the 
Schools of Industry. * Moreover, in every ' piwisli , or 
union, a friendly society was to be estabiislied, , Persons 
also, having more than two childreiij or, in the case of a 
'widow, one cliild, v/ere entitled to claim exceptional 
relief, A certain- amount of visible property vras not to 
debar a. person ■ from receiving parochial aid,. There 
WW6, indeed, soma. 130 ■■clauses mo.re or less. 0.116’—*. 
perhaps the most daring in those days— provided that 
money might be advanced, in deserving cases, lor the 
purchase of a co%v or some other animal producing 
profit. Eenthaxn, in his criticisms on the measure, 
urged that a cow required three acres of grass, and 
asked whence these were to come. Though the ques- 
tion was not answered, the proposal will be recognised 
as the germ of a proverbial policy. 

There was a certain crudity in the measure, which 
makes it all the more remarkable as a sterling and 
strenuous ende<aYOur to grapple with a great question, 
without deference to tradition or precedent; and it 


‘'ll* .1 Pittas V Lieli am nowlierG else 

i’,.e IPisir'L To some of ns it k the most- iiitcre.sting 
Vic'-A. For in tki boldness of this Billj ia its amipre- 
!irii;4veners, in its i^’erj imniaturitj, we see tlie desperate 
efiM!-? of a man to break fciirongh the bonds of circiim- 
^^:mi i,i <:irid rrarlition, tbromgh tl^at thin red tape wliicli 
mi Pi her Plan ebaip^j la order to raise Ms race. 
Fiiikires of tliis kriid are sometimes more ImpressiTe and 
more .honourable tiiaii the .most polished masterpiece of 
the imrliameatarj drangblsnifm. 

Jhii Bill *^vas constantly re'iised ; but tlie mordant 
a.fiiii'iadire?‘sioRS of Beiitbamj wbieb, though not piiblislied 
at the fiinOj were communicated and circulated, dis- 
iieartened the OoTemmeiit. It was probably felt that, 
if to rarioiis Tested. -interests the hostility of pbilo* 
Bopliical radicalisni were added, there could be no hopes 
for the measure, at a time when all novel propositions 
were cliscoiiii'teiianced as dangerous ; but men mil long 
look back with admiration to the hearty spirit, the 
freedom from mnYentiormlity or prejudice^ and the 
goiimne sympathy which animate its clauses. 


CHAPTEE XI 


IK1LANI3 

Birr tba .greatest of Pitt’s domestic clifficiiltica 
been, left to the last. Tliroiighorit the whole period ol 
the war, he had by his side the gaunt spectre of th«3 
Irish question in its . most .menacing and formidable 
shape ; an aspect wdiich it retains to this iioiir* It has 
never passed into history, for it has never passed out ol 
politics. To take a simile from a aitastrophe of nature 
less rainous and less deplorable, the volcano that caused 
that eruption is still active; beneath the black crust the 
lava torrent burns ; so. that the iricaiitioiis explorer who 
ventures near the crater finds the treacherous surface 
jdeM, and himself plunged in the fiery marl of contem- 
porary party strife. No number of previous voitimes 
mil suffice to ballast or preserve the innocent investi- 
gator ; his fate is certain and foreseen ; for, the moment 
his foot rests on 1795 he irresistibly slips on to 1886; 
and rebounding from T 88 6, he Is soon soused in 1891. 

, Happily, however, it' is only necessary, for the present 
purpose, to consider the actual personal contact of Pitt 
%vitli Irish affairs, and not to deal with their general phases 
and effects; although, 'even thus, there are episodes 


n - tla earmot be treated so concisely 

•t, i iii rej'ird to wbicli there is less dispute. 

i- torenicmber that Pitt, after the rejection 

fi! I>"i €C’»iiLT:iercial schemes in 1785, appeared to desptdr 

„f I’ciiMge of system. He sent over Viceroys and 
.Sef-retruies to occupy Dublin Castle and accept 
i! Tl I ;i a Buckinghams and Westmorelands, Fitz- 
l.ecbcrts .uid ilolwrts ; bat be tui-ned his own attention, 
noifurce, clsewhero. Then came the Regency question ; 
then the action cl the Irish Parliament indicated 
dangerous possibilities under the settlement of ^1782, 
contingeucios, which once more directed mens minds 
towards a Union, and fimiished argtunents in its favour 
net easy to meet ia those times of perpetual apprehen- 
sion and peril. 

Thfj next stags ia Irish polities is the emancipation 
of the Itornan Catholics in 1792 and 1793 ; when 
measures were passed, which, by admitting the Catholic 
peiisantry to the parliamentary suffrage and to juries, 
and by relieving them from all property disabilities, 
exhausted, for the time at any rate, their interest in 
that que.stion. The delay in granting a full emancipa- 
tion subsequently gave the admission of Catholics to 
Parliament and to office, no doubt, considerable im- 
portance. But it was accompanied by a reversal of the 
enfranchi-sement of 1793, and was therefore so much 
the less a popular boon than the Acts passed by Pitt,. 
To say that they w'ere passed by Pitt is but the strictest 
truth ; for it was only owing to the persistent pressure 
of Pitt and Dundas that the violent hostility of the 
Irish Government was overcame. “I do not believe,” 
CTitos the Viceroy with plaintive acrimony as regards 
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ibc minor measure of 1792^ r/as ru': ak 

instance in any mimiry of sneh a srs,ejifjcft or i^rivain^ 
judgment to the ‘'Ai'Uias of IJis Majesty^' (meaning 
cot use the Biitidh GoYeniiaeni) by the Iri.di I'uiidh- 
tors in the pi-aBeiit conee^ssiond^ While iliis was ilio act 
of Pitt and Ihindas alruic, it lur.-j be noted thar, after 
the adrniskdcii of tlie Wliiga, the e.fficiul protecroi'h of 
tlio CatholiaSj to the Calaiiet in the ensuing year^ 
notliing mere vras done for tlieir b^enefit. 

It was ill July 17045 been seouj liiat tiie 

Portia ml Wiiigs joined Pitt. The Duko, ih^dr hvAvA^ 
in this rearrangcinent obiaiiied the Home ^sceretarysltip ; 
under which departauent Ireland was thou riirectly, as it is 
now more rioininaJiy, pla,ced. It ^r;is also aiTanged that, 
so soon as a new opening could be found for Lord 
Westmoreland, Fitzwilliam. should sucicofid him as Vice- 
roy of Ireland, In this way the two oflicial liOiids of 
Ireiarid would be Wliig, under of course the general 
superintendence of the Cabinet; but it \7m expressly 
stipulated that there should be nc^ change of system; 
and that, in fact, Irish policy should be coritirjiioiis with 
dmt previoiisly pHirsued by the Goveraia.e:rit. . . 

We are told that accepted the Lord Lieu- 

tenancy after long hesitation and with great reluctance. 
It must, on the other hand, bo admitted that all the 
facts point to cm immediately opposite conciusion. He 
discharged letters in every direction. He published Ira 
nomination eYerywhere, He wrote, three months before 
he was appointed, to offer Thomas Greiivilie the "Ciiiof 
Secretaryship. He wota at Jhe same time to solicit 
the support of Grattan, find to propose an immediate 
conference ; so that Grattan came at oncie, accompaiiierJ 


Lr |v<ii,3nnh}'S. a!Fl lull of Ills'll !iopa% to London. 
So iijiiii «:Hd ,he put limiself ■ in G-rattan’s hands tliafci 
iiflfT :ht! disputes that ensiiedj'- he .left to that statenuan 
.hti ill! :ru?ite deeidoii whether .he should imciertake the 
Loni l.leutenanej or not. - ' The mews of his approaching 
Yiceroyiiity bocarne common.' property in Ireland. . This 
prcriiat!ire rerclatiouj of a.!! ■ appomtaent in contempla- 
tion lull not aetoally' Eettlech was the first of Fitz- 
^riiliands disa,stroiis indiscretions. It gare a mortal 
blow to v/hatever reputation for prudence, he may haTe 
poBsessrjfl and led ' directly to the imhappy catastrophe 
which followed. But he did not limit himself to words. 
He determined to remoYe .Fitzgibbon, the Clhancellor, 
tlie most powerful man in Ireiand. He determined to 
find high offices^ at ail costs and by the Yioleiit dispiace- 
raeiife of some of Pitt/s 'oldest adhereiitSj for the tw^o 
Ponsonbysj the most prom.in6nfc of the Irish Whigs, 

By this ti.me it is clear that Pitt was becoming 
thoroiiglily alarmed at the precipitate proceedings of the 
reYorsioriary Lord Lieutenant. : He had toM Westmore- 
land^ the actual Yiceroys nothing- of any alteration j he did 
not contemplate any immediate change of system ; least of 
all^ would he countenance the removal of the few devoted 
arllierents who had stood by him during the Eegency 
crisis, of 1789. He now discovered to his dismay that 
Firzwilliaiii had already formed his administratloiij was 
auiioiincing his policy, and proclaiming from the house- 
tops his future achievements, which included the dis- 
missal of principal friends. He uttered a despairing 
wish that, the promised appointment could be annulled ; 
but intimated that at any r^e Fitzwiliiam could only 
go to Ireland on the condition that he gave .mtisfaction 


oil tlies’6 vital points. The now Whig mhihU;m 
they must resign, Pitt expressed his rogi'et; but 
declami that it was impossible for liiiii to cfoif^eivh to the 
CliancalloPs removal or to le-we ^toiither liioi o:* uiij of 
the supporters of the CTorernment 6,x:posed the risk ol 
the new sjs tomb’ **I ought to add that rlie \7jry iih;a 
of a mw system, (as far as I iiriderstand ^rhat i*i m 'n>i by 
that term), and espieckllj one formed lutii out provim-- 
communication or concert with the rest of iJit uh'/b' 
ser rants here, or mth the friends of (jorernyai ni hi 
Ireland, is in itself what I ieel it utterly lEipo; -‘Inv Us 
accede to; and it appears to mo to be directly coutn-uy 
to the general principles on which our union was fonued 
and has hitherto subsisted/' He had nothing to re- 
proach himself with. If the worst came to the Vforr.t, 
I must struggle as vrell as I can with a distress wliiob 
no means are left me to avoid, without a sacririce bsTtli 
of character and duty.”* Grenvdlle, one of Pilfs two 
confidants in the Cabinet, was not less disiiuiyetl; for 
the talk of new systems and a new predorairianco WTis 
eiitii'ely strange to him, and resolutely repiiilial/ici hy 
him. At last there was a general ex|)losion ; saliitji, rj, 
as it would seem, for it disclosed ami a|>pc:ir{3d to 
settle' the gi'ounds of dispute. . Pitt declared that Fitz- 
willkni, in, his .various communications with parties In 
Ireland, had entii’ely exceeded his poTiUirs, that iioili ing 
would induce him to consent to Fltzglbbon’s removal, 
and that he could give no countenance to the idea that 
Ireland was to be treated as a separata province, outside 
the general control of the Governraeiit, under the 
exclusive dominion ol the Whig party. 

Fitzwilliam appears to have tliouglit ihat Irelaml ’v.:r; 
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: s I ‘Vi wen? Liifipr/icii,! and Ma^ruc^ia 

'.0 1 fur ii:U I'fcad and liL-. nine; and that 

i*itt Wfj'KiiM !ia%"e liO more to do witii its goYernmeat and 
ti.fi pfjiis .7 pursued tliere tliaii mth Fiiilarid or Lojigiiecloc. 
1 was due partly todlia' idiosjiic.rasy ol 

Vi^ ,i \\ li'ouii niiijself, bn t laainly to tlie strange proprietary 
prLif'iples id goveriiBienfcj to wMcli allusion lias already 
iiurie, wiiieli were licld consciously or iii!coii.sciouslyj 
r|iiile conscieotiously, by tbe Whig party. 

!]u!*kti ijitervened as this Jiincmre wdth letters of 
passionate eloquence and pathos. It is scarcely possible 
t 3 Yeii now to read tiiein iininoved. He acknowledged 
tliat lie ^ras igiioraiit of tlie terms on wliieh Portland 
arifl Ills friends kid entered the GoYernment He had 
tlio liigtiest opinion .of .Fitzwilliamj whose virtue.s i,e 
once d,eircribecl as the highest and the most mimixed he 
had ever kiiowni in man. Nevertheless, he admitted 
that Fitzwilliam had acted mth indiscretion, and that 
Portisiiid ant! he had put themselves in the wrong. At 
iirst, then, he was doubtful as to what they should do. 
But at last Ms mind seemed to be made up. He 
derqiatrfiofl a. letter on the 16tli of October, in wMchhe 
soleimily siiinniefl up the situation. He wrote, he said, as 
a ilyirjg rtian, with all the freedom and all the dispassionate 
cL;a.i*riii^s of that situation, and declared, with ^*iiiiimte 
sorrow,” inexpressible sorrow,” that the Whigs 

must resign. Four days afterwards, he pronounced, in 
a letter not less powerful or less pathetic, a directly 
eqipoaitc opinion. If they went, they must be turned 
out ; tliey must not resign. «t»Oh 1 have pity on your- 
ialves,” he broke forth, *^and may the God whose 
counsels &m m mysterious in the moral world {even 
N 


more til a!i in the natural) guide you ihroagli ril 
lal)}U‘intlis/V' -In ' biinself was distrai'ted hj 

contending dreads and' scorns: witli a Mviug loathing of 
tlie Irish .system of eomiptionj but 'ritli tliat loatiiing 
o\%uI}onie by Ms uiasteririg horror of the Frcneli Jlovolii- 
tion. Eather than that a schism in the Goveriiiiieriti of 
Great Britain should weaken the resistance to tlitit 
pestilence, let eTen Ireland stand aside. He was, i?i fucf^ 
incapable of giving advice. That the terras 0!i which 
the Whigs joined Pitt d.id not include any new 
of men and measures was positive.Iy .asserted by Greii* 
who w'as not merely a man of rigid veracity and 
in the innermost secrets of the Cabinet, but a strong prO'* 
Catliolic. Nor is there a' particle of proof, or eve.n 
probability, that there was any such stipulation ; for w^e 
,m.ay be sure that Pitt would never have agreed to. part 
with so large and critical a part of his prerogative. 

At last a-settlement was arrived at. A final coiiferencci 
ivas held, at which Pitt, Portland, Fitzwilliam, Spencer, 
Winclliam, and Grenville were present ; that is to say, 
Pitt' and one follower -with four Whigs. Every detail of 
patronage and policy was exhaustively canvassed and 
settled. The results were recorded in a sort of protocol,, 
preserved among the Felhani Papers. Fitzwilliam was 
to go as Lord Lieutenant indeed; hiit on the explicit 
imclerstanding that there was to be no new sj^stem of 
men or of measui’es in Ireland ; that he should, if possible, 
prevent any agitation of the Catholic question during 
the present session ; that, in any case, on that or any other 
important measure he shpuld transmit ail the information 
which he could collect with his opinion to the Cabinet ; 
and that he shoidd do nothing to commit the Govern- 


fusi’i' ii) % IthoAt freAi in^Mjcfion:®, Ttni;', 

are r«.usa! I;j'/re thcMgli!:^ rfi\n.aved all possibility of 

nii’-'!ii!ilf‘f";:i7idiii^^ 

liiTO, IiuwciTe?*, %'im tbe fiiiidamenta! mfsUlie, It y/as 
i!jipt'r:Hible after Ms ' detonaiioiia and 

aetlririf^- uf tlie unt?:T!i!!, to pre^^ent ihe agitation of tlie 
Ciitiiolit* question; for he was the prime agitator* It 
wonhi lire been m reasonablo for Sir Eobert Peel to 
ciifer IJtjLdfnj a seat in his cabinet on the condition that 
i'le dioiiid exert hr- endearoin-s to prevent all agitation 
for tlie rt»pe;:is of tiie Corn Larrs. Fitzmlliaiii for months 
past had flcaie riotliing but annoimce diis approaching 
liOi'd Lieiitenrincj, and stir up the question, Natimally 
he foiiiici Ireland already in a ilame. : 

Nor dill his official act^ioii allay it. He landed January 
4, 1 7 95. The next day (Monday) lie spent in bed. On the 
Wednesday he siiiiimarily dismissed Bereslord, apoivaifiil 
though subordinate officer, a main adviser in Pitta's 
coiiiiEcrcfal propositions, and one of Pitt's coD.fideiitial 
agents ; who was not officially under the Lord Lieutenant 
at all, but in the Treasury department,' that is under 
Pitt liirnseif. This act, Pitt, who did not speak at 
randoin, characterised as *‘an open breach of a most 
solemn promised' Other dismissals followed, Cooke, 
the Secretaiy for War, and Baekville Hamilton, the 
Under Secretary of State, were promptly removed. It 
was li clean sireep, Fltzgibboa alone remained; and he 
only because FitewTlliam was specially pledged not to 
remove him, Fverj faction in Ireland was astii*. One 
party war^ to be crushed ; the s^ther party was to rule. 
Those mill wffiom Pitt had constantly co-operated in 
Irish adiiiioistratioii W’^ere la consternatioa ; for every 
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act,, of tijo ,iiew G-o?animeiit was clirecrefi iigaiiint iiimiL 
It was a a stroke of StatOj justifiable awl cve.ii 

necessary on groiiiicis of bigli State iie(?.essltyj or on the 
presumption of a revolution in poliej; but only de- 
ferisible on siicli considerations, and even then to !)e 
executed mth care and jiidgmeiit. It was, however, 
wholly incompatible mt-li the stipulation of Pitt tliai 
there vras to be no general change in adiQiiiistr;i/cir)ii or 
of system; and Mth his declared, obvious poIicjAto 
keep clear of domestic embarrassraeiit, wdieii all liis 
energies were required for the war with Prance. 

xls to the condition with regard to the Catholics, it 
wo'uld have been impossible to maintain it, even had 
Fitsiwilliam desired to do so. iiiid from the day on wiiich 
lie landed, he bombarded Portland Avith letters to press 
for the immediate settlement of the question. ■ To these 
communications Fortland for some weeks gave no reply 
whatever. It is urged by Fitzwilliam^s apologists that he ' 
considered that silence gives consent :■ proverb, doubts 
fill at all times, but preposterous as a political plea ; more 
especially absui’d, when it is relied upon for guidance in 
defiance of definite instructions, Fitewiiliani asserted that 
he was permitted to give the Catholic cause a ‘Giandsom© 
support,” in case they, were resolved to bring it forward. 
The Government, on their side, declared that he wasin.iio 
way to commit them without fresh instructions. But, even 
on the assumption that Fitzwilliain’s interpretation was 
correct, it is clear that such instructions would apply 
only to a spontaneous movement, and not to one excited 
by the Viceroy himself, 

At last, on the 8th of February (1795) Portland wrote 
to impress on Fitzwiliiam the importance of giving m 
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MiMjisi v/mi(nt fo thf Cntliolies, and of not committfing 
hiniHclf ir* any waj': tlie iiiiportance, in a word, of liis 
not. rloing all that lie liad been doing for a month. 
On rlie Dili, Fitt, Mniself wrote, coniplaining of 
tlM3 of Beresforcl, On' the ,16th Portland 

wrote to declare at length his views on the Catholic 
#|ijeHffon, and his entire disapproval of the policy oi 
eiiianeipatiori at, that time. . A passage from this strictly 
coi’flhleiitial despatch Pitzwilliam was afterwards so ill- 
.iil vised, to say the least, as to publish, with the most 
tiisastroiis results. Even now he did not .resign, but 
answered these communications at length. In his letter 
to Pitt, he made the unfortunate assertion that Beresford 
had been guilty of malversation ; a charge for which he 
never produced, the slightest evidence, and which in any 
ca,se fee could scarcely have examined judicially in the 
forty-eight hours that elapsed between his landing and 
Beresford’s dismissal. To Portland he reiterated long ex- 
postulations on the Catholic question. In reply, Portland, 
who it must be remembered was his party leader as well 
as Ills administrative chief,- wrote a curt note of censure. 
The next day (,Feb. 19) Fitzwdlliam was recalled. . 

Xever was there so hopeless a misunderstanding, or 
one, after the general exchange of views in October, more 
Incomprehensible. FItxwilliam published two pompous 
pamphlets, and declared in his place in Parliament that 
Ills recall ’ivas due to Ms haMng connected himself with 
Grattan. The Government refused to discuss the ,matte,r 
But it must be admitted that, untoward as was that event, 
the person most responsible % Fitzwilliam's ..recall was, 
as is generally the case in such .removals, Fi,tewi,lliai]a! 
liiiascli. He seems to have, been' -a man .of ,, generous \ 


gyuipatliies and' honest eiithnsiaKin ; hut not Icni wi'oifu 
headed than headstrong ; abKolutely dei’oiii of jfidgiiient, 
retkencaj' and tact. : ' Twci iriootlis liefore ho set- outj Piti 
: had diseovered thiSj .and deplored the decision to aeml 
him* His .armouBcements of Ms appoiritiaeril; before it 
.■was, niadej' Ms imaiitliorised propaganda^ Ills rash dia- 
im’ssalsj his speeches^ his protests, bis publication from 
confidential letters after Ills recall, betoken a mm earnest, 
intrepid, and single -Uiiiided* but sirigii.iarlj clestitiito of 
the qualities required for a delicate and discretionary 
inissioii*. 

Tlie importance of his recall may easily be exag- 
gerated, althougli it was, in truth, a political calamity. 
Becau,se it was followed by some miserable years, it h.as 
been held to be the causa of the misery of those years. 
This is surely a misstatement ; it was rather a landmark. 
What in 1795 "was cahed the Catholic question was 
rather a sign of grace than a measure of real importance. 
The ■mass of the Catholic ■ peasantry already had ,the^ 
franchise under the Emancipation Act^ of 1792-93, 
and' . it, ■ imported ■ little , to tliem whether or. . not a 
number of gentry of their own persuasion Trent up to 
Dublin to, be - bought, and sold at the Castle; it .has, 
indeed, always been a matter of comparative indifference 
to them whether they were led by Protestants or 
Catholics. Nor can parliamentary refonn, if we may 
tmst witnesses so Intelligent and well informed as 
Emmett and M'Nevin, be said to have been an object of 
enthusiasm to the mass of the population* What pinched 
the people were tithes apd oppressive rents ; with this 
distinction, that, whereas for rents they got something, 
though perhaps not mirch, for tithes they got less than 
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,-ii Anil what excire.i them were the new prospects 

i.roA'tiUnl hy the French Eovolution. The iraporUtnce 
'.A a Fitowiiliam lies in the fact that he had, 

iif.wtw.;)' unwarnintably, excited hopes, not of emancipa- 
ticn ar.i reforia iilone, but of a completely new system ; 
hopes whith were shattered by his peremptoij removal. 
So that the quick revision produced the blind fmy of 
despair. 

The .alFair still remains obscure; what is clear is that 
which alone coiicerns these pages — the part and respon- 
silulity of Pitt. It is evident that there was a total 
misiiiiderstending; that there was a^ hopeless dis- 
crepjuicy between the assertion of Fitzwilliam that 
the removal of Beresford had been tacitly sanctioned 
by Pitt beforeha.nd, and Pitt’s own statement that 
he con.sidered it a grave breach of a solemn engage- 
ment; that the views, declarations, and policy of Fitz- 
william as to a new system of men and measures were 
irreconcilable with those of Pitt and his colleagues. It 
is only necessary, however, to produce one proof that 
Pitt wa.s in the right, though others are not wanting. 
Ail Fitzwilliam’s friends in the Cabinet, who loved 
Fitzwiiliam, who disliked and distru.sted Pitt ; who had 
Mitered the Government reluctantly, and who would 
have embraced any fair opportunity of leaving it ; who 
hail been indeed on the brink of resignation with regard 
to Iri.sh affairs three months before,— all these men, 
Portland and Windham, Spencer and Loughborough, 
three of them men of the nicest honour, and cognisant 
of the entire chain of agreepients and events, all tm- 
hesitatingly took the part of Pitt against Fitzwilliam. 
Who, indeed, was the minister who, having obtained 



special respon si mlitj for Irebnd by the thrfrft re, fy 
natioB, now recalled JitFadlliam f Who PortlaiMl. 
liiaiself Fit oiillfara^ political friend and cliief. lii tiiat 
very letter to Urattaa wbkli bas been nieiitlonedj of tlic 
23d of August ITilj Fitzwilliaia says, “ I sliall. look to tbe 
system, of the .Diilce of FortlaB.d as the model by wliich 
I shall ragidate the general line of my coiidrict.” Port- 
land^s letliargjr liad. been blamable in the earlier stages 
of the traiisactioiL But he showed, none now. I’liis is 
a circuiiistaiice wiiicli appears to bar further controversy. 
From the mouths of four unquestionable and nri willing 
witnesses it establishes PitFs good faith, and the fact 
that the mistake iaj' with Fitzwilliam. 

' W e should, however, beware of the slightest confusion 
batween the cause and the effects of Fitzivilliam^s recall 
That lie himself was the cause alters in no ' respect the 
unhappy ■ results of his removal It seems, moreover, 
clear that the objection was not so much to his policy as 
to his methods.' It was urged by Fitzwilliam that the 
Catholic question had nothing to do with his removal, 
but that his dismissals 'were the real cause. This state- 
ment seems accurate to the extent that the Groveniment 
was by no means averse to emancipation, but had a 
rooted distnist of Ms administrative discretion. Pitt' 
was always ready for concession to Catholics ; he showed 
his readiiiess. before and after, in 1792 and in 1797* 


roa,l seutiHientB, or how he had pushed fomrard the great 
smancipatiou of; 1793. T^ey could only surmise that 
Fitzmlliam had' been removed because he was a refomier, 
and the Goi^ernment hostile to all reform. Dublin slut 



it.'- glint tcrs luid went into mourning; wMlo ardent 
irride up tbeir minds that any amendment must 
from Fiance or from an appeal to aiins. 

Tf: %vrriM .geem at lirstj therefore, that it vrouM have 
I H'-eri far lietfefj as it happened, to allow Fitz william, to fulfil 
hh f^wu and to carry out his own programme. 

Flit a ri'iouiei'U/s raflectlon shows that this was impossible. 
I'Lere was the direst of all obstacles — siniken rock. 
HiO King had been approached; his honour and his 
f'i>u;n;j3once had been moved by the most insidious and 
most inijeTiCiicable of arguments. For he had been told 
tliat, should lie consent to the admission of Catholics 
to political office, lie would break his Coronation oath, 
and forfeit the crown. In that narrow, and obstinate, 
but scnipiilous mind, ■ this belief was now irrevocably 
iiiibeclded. Fitzwilliam’s policy would, therefore, have 
been shattered against the Eing^s .immovable and im 
pregnable position on the Catholic question : immovable 
Hs Regards himself, because he believed that emancipa- 
tion' involved the personal giult of perjury; impreg- 
nablt) against opposition, because it was based on the 
passions and prej'udices of the great mass of the people 
of Great Britain. And, as soon as he scented the 
Ca-tliolic question, the King urged Fitzwilliam’s removal. 
So tlie impartial thinker 'can only once more lament 
tJiat the mission of FitzwiUiam adds another instance 
of that curse of mischance that has always assisted the 
oiirse of misgovernment to- poison the relations between 
.England and Ireland. 

And now things went fron^.bad to worse. In Sep 
teiiiber o,f this year (1795) the Orange Society arose. 
The Catholic organisation of the Defenders was already in 
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full operatioD. The ITnited Irisliiuen availed. llicuiSt^lveH 
of bofcli thei^e leagfies. Agi^arian outrage aisd tlH3 pliinflei 
of arms abounded. In Ulster there was an organised 
persecution to drive the Catholics out of the provine-o— - 
“to hell or Connaught,” In 179CI all these evils were 
aggravated hy the enrolinent of the jeoinaiiiyj an iiiirlis- 
ciplinetl and iiiicontrollable force. In December of 
that year, a French expedition under Ploclie invaded 
Ireland, but effected nothing. In 1797, the state of the 
North was hardly distinguishable from ciril It 

was placed under martial law. A popiiktiori, which 
had long been anniiig for rebellionj was disarmed by 
harsh and suiiimary methods. The Government had 
some 60,000 soldiers and militia quartered in Ireland. 
There were violent reprisals on the part of the military 
for the outrages that had been committed by the United: 
Irislimen and Defenders. 

The year darkened as ■ it passed. The gaols were 
full . Men- under- .suspicion, were crimped .and sent to 
.serve in the fleet. Some even attributed the.. mutiny at 
the. Nora to- the element thus introduced into the Navy, 
Patrols pervaded the country all night. There was dis-> 
affection among the troops. The Catholics ied from 
Ulster. On the one side there were murders, roastirigs, 
plunder of arms, and a reign of terror ; on the other, 
picketing, scourging, hanging — half or whole — house- 
burning, and a reign of not less terror. The miseries of 
the Thirty Years* War were scarcely more appalling ; for 
it was civil conflict of the most terrible kind, the worse 
because it was not decked i it was anarchy inflamed by 
fanaticism ; while the Parliament and the Government, 
that should have remedied and appeased, were themselves 


01 hops. The lirsu coiild only acquiesce in 
the iw(qms:ih of the last; the last could only appeal for 
more soldiers to England, 

Ifi I79Sj tlji3 rebellion^ in breaking out, lost some- 
thing of its licjiTor. Tlie rising was fixed for the 23d 
of .M'fiy ; and on tfoit day it fiamed forth in tlie counties 
of Dubllii, Meath, and Kildare. It does not come witHn 
the compass of this narratiTe to describe that iiisiirrec- 
tion, its massacres and retaliations. That it was not 
even more formidable may be. attributed to two causes : 
Ulster held aloof, an,d the French came too late. As it 
was, the rebellion lasted barely a month, and was both 
.iocal and partial. 

It is, however, worth noting here what Pitt .wrote to 
an eminent Irishman on this subject. To the account 
of the duel which he had sent to ^ Wellesley he adds : 
“ You will hear that In Ireland the Jacobins (after 
Biany of their leaders being apprehended) have risen in 
open war. The contest has at present existed about a 
.week ' The Government have acted with great spirit, and 
..the troops of all descriptions behave incomparably. We 
cannot yet Judge how far it may -spread, but I trust 
■with ■ the .present force and some augmentation' from 
hence, the rebellion will he crushed, before any attempt 
can be made from France : and we must, I think, follow, 
up such an event by Immediate steps for a uniond^ As' 
to the behaviour of the troops Pitt- was certainly ill 
informecl. But in such a matter he would not be- likely, 
to know ijiiich. The internal administration of Ireland 
was entirely independent of |lngland. There he had 
neither knowledge nor control, unless specially appealed - 
to, After all was over, after, as an Irishman said, 
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“ rebellion and its attendant 'horrors had roused on both 
sides to the highest pitch all the strongest feelings of oiir 
nature,” he may haTe heard of the atrocities in Ireland 
with much the same emotions that later ministers 
may have experienced in learning the horrors of the 
Indian mutiny and the horrors of its repression. We 
know- this, that when Clare attempted in his hearing a 
defence of the malpractices of the magistrates and the 
militia, Pitt ‘"turned . . . round with that high indignant 
stare which sometimes marked his countenance, and 
sfcilked out of the House ” 

At the close of the revolt a new Viceroy arrived. 
Cornwallis, whose career had been marked by one 
supreme military disaster, had obliterated it by his 
industry, his honesty, and his public spirit. He had 
not perhaps conspicuous abilities ; but this deficiency 
only brings into greater prominence the sterling 
splendour of Ms character; and he remains a signal 
example of unsparing, unselfish, patriotic devotioo to 
duty. But here his lines were cast in evil places. The 
one lesson of the rebellion was that the whole system of 
Irish government must be remodelled. What form the 
new experiment should take had long been ■ tacitly 
admitted, and .Cornwallis came over to. carry a legisla- 
tive Union between Great Britain and Ireland. . 

If the dismissal of Fitz william may be said to touch 
the rim of a ' volcano, the Union is the burning fiery 
furnace of the crater itself. Something, however, is 
admitted with regard to it on all sides. The Parliament 
that passed, the Scottish ITnioii in 1707 had been elected 
directly in wiew of that question, which entirely eii^ 
grossed the, national .mind. The Parliament that in 
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^ Union had been elected in 1797, 

vrhnoraore reference to the question of the lermina- 

iZi of ns own existence than to free eJucatron 
fcrrJe suilrage. So far from the nation being 
consulted in respect to the obliteration of its legisla- 
there was not, even after the conclusion of the 
Lay. any popular election held for the members 
to he sent to Loudon ; but lots were drawn among those 
e!c..tc.l lurlor such totally different circumstances and 
for such totally different purposes. Nor is it denied 

that this Irisl. Parliament, so wholly vnthout mandate, 

and probably without power to terminate itself 
this is still subject of contention), was practically bnbed 
and bullied out of existence. The corruption was black, 
hideous, horrible; revolting at any time, atrocious when 
it is remembered that it was a nation’s birthright that 
was being sold. It was perhaps less questionable in 
those ilays to buy up the nomination boroughs or most 
of them, as chattels at a fixed tariff Pitt had made a 
like proposition for England in his plan of parliamentary 
reform. Close boroughs then represented not merely a 
vested interest, hut property of the most tangible and 
recognised kind. But what stands without either shame 
or palliation ivas the remodelling, in the autumn and 
milter of 1799^ of the House of Commons, after it had 
rejected the IJnloii propositions, 

lUwem tlie close of the session of 1799 and the 
beginning of that of 1800, between June and January, 
sixly-three seats out of a total of three hundred were 
vacated. Some of those who had held them were cajoled ; 
gome wore bribed into office and out of Paidiament ; the 
nia.ss departed because the patrons of their boroughs had 


■been bought over to the Union. In this way, wthoiit a. 
dissolution, the whole complexion/ arid . coiistifciitloii o 
the '. House were -changed. In the session of 1 799 the 
Irish Parliament' rejected the propositions of the. Uoverii"' 
ment lor a. Union.' ‘\fhen Parliament was 'opeiieci^ 
,1800, there 'Was not the slightest allusion to,theuieasiir 0 
of Union in the speech from the throne; but thirty r 
,iii,n6 ivrits were, at o.ncQ moved. The entire patronage 
and terror of the Crown were employed to pack Par- 
liament and purchase the patrons of Paiiiameiit. , It 
rained honey and gall as occasion required— offices ancl 
peerages, or dismissal and disgrace. ■ Oastlereagh, now 
Chief Secretary, and the executive agent in this degrading 
traffic, p'ui’sued ,his te.sk without iiinchnig or remorse. 
Not Strafford was more thorough. Cornwallis expressed 
Ms loathing and 'disgust of the whole,, transaction. 
Oastlereagh, neither felt nor expressed any.' He, in 
fact, hoped that corruption would die of a sort of sur- 
feit; that it would perish by this final, e'xagg8,ratio,n,;, 
and that by one supreme, shameless, '.wholesale .effort lia 
could put an end to it for ever. 

Under these circumstances and auspices, ;the 'measure 
was passed in- 1800, both in Ireland and in England, 
h ' The Irish debates produced much fine and significant 

; speaking, in which Foster against, and Fitzgibbon (now 

[’ ;; . Clare) for the Union, bore off the palm ; many weighty 

predictions from such men as Parsons and Grattan, that 
I a Union so forced on would inevitably imperil the entire 

r 'I connection between the two countries; some ominoiia 

f , . prophecies of the sinister influence that the Irish con« 

I , , tingent would exercise over British politics. Chai/k' 

I ' mont, indeed, had always opposed any Union, on the 
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^rroiiritl flint no other Bifensure could so effectnallycon- 
frihuto to tlie sepni-atiori of tlie two conn trios. In 
Irclaiid itself there was a comparatiYe apailiy^ prodacecl 
liy the rufDoa‘3 straggles of the last few years ; only in 
DiiblHij the dying capital, was there a last agony ol 
pjtiriotisiii. On the other hand, all the efforts of the 
Cjf>vitrrmieiit, imrelentinglj applied, could produce but 
a few tliirilr-sigi'ied petitions in support of the Bill— not 
a of those against it. It passed- by piu’chase. 

whole unbribed 'iRtellect of Ireland/' says an 
eminent historianj *‘was opposed to it.” Of the' 
members who composed the majority in its favour, it is 
computed that only seven voted for it without any ‘‘eon- 
sideratlori.” In the House of Commons the minority set 
their iiames to an address recjapitulating the evils and 
Ignominies of the measure ; in. the House of Lords it 
was followed by an eloquent- protest -headed by Leinster,, 
the only Irish duke, and completed by such signatures 
as those of IJowiiahire and Meath, and Moiiva and Powers- 
couri After an easy passage through -the British Parlla*' 
ment, It received the royal assent in July. 

With regard to the Union two separate questions 
have to be considered. Firstly, were the means by 
wliicli it was carried justifiable 1 Secondly, was it a 
right measure in itself! On both these points it is 
necessary to keep in mind the preliminary remark that 
has been made. It is easy on the brink of the twentieth 
century to censure much in the eighteenth ; but is it 
candid to do so without placing oneself as far as possible 
if! tlic atmosphere, circiuusfcanees, and conditions of the 
period which one is considering 1 Have Pitt's critics done 
this! Have they Judged him by the standards and ideas 
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of his time, and not by the standards and ideas of tlieif 
own 1 That is the spirit in which History Judges states- 
men, and for a simple reason : had they attempted to 
carry into effect in their generation the ideas of ours, they 
would not have been statesmen at all. They would have 
been voices crying in the -wildemess ; they mj'g'ht have 
been venerated as well-intentioned visionaries, or i:m- 
prisoned as agitators, and even as lunatics ; but statesnieri 
they would not have been in name or in fact. A states- 
man measures the opinions and forces that surround him, 
and proceeds to act accordingly ; he is not laying his 
account with remote posterity, or Legislating for it The 
politician who is a century before his time is hardly more 
a statesman than the politician v/ho is a century behind 
it. The man who doses a child with colchicum, or who 
attempts to cure atrophy by bleeding, is neither in name 
nor in fact a physician. To apply what is wholesoxiie 
at one stage of growth or of disease to an age or an 
Jiilment totally different is merely dangerous (luackary. 
To the man who attempts such mortal mischief in politics 
is commonly denied the pow’er; and for this reason 
doctrines in advance of. the age, as they are called, are 
usually the copyright of philosophers, eiithely dissoci- 
ated from affairs. It is in this spirit that History, truly 
and Justly written, apportions blame and praise to men, 
Judging by contemporary canons and not by ours. It 
is thus that History weighs In her balance Cbesar, tnid 
Richelieu, and William III,, and Xiineiies, and Oxen- 
stiern. Were it otherwise, she would hold the third 
Duke of Richmond, with his universal suffrage and 
annual parliaments, a greater statesman than Idtt, or 
Bmke, or any of his contemporaries. 
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Tu F^itt aFme is nieteJ out a diiiarent meaFurc-j, He 
iiFmo juibed, not hy the end of the eighteenth, but 
by the cud of the nineteenth .. century. ' And why? 
bc'i.iuse the Jrish question which he attempted to settle 
H lilt innntrk‘.l question stil. He alone of the statesmen 
of t fcj centiay, mth the exception of Burke and 

HiL.-lepfielclj saw its importance and grappled 
ivir.li it maaifiilly. Since ; then many niinisters have 
frn)hloij at it irhose eilbrts are buried in decent' obscurity, 
But Pitt’s ttireer is still the battle-field of historians 
ru!<i |>c)litician«, l»ecaus€ he is responsible for the' 
treaty of Cnion ; ;.uid 'because he resigned and did 
not do something, neither known nor specified but 
impossible, to cr^rry what remained of Catholic 
lhiKtnci]ja,tiori. 

Of tite corruption by which the ^Union was earned 
soiiieihirig remains to be noted. . It was, admittedly, 
wholesale and horrible. But. it must in fairness be 
reiiieiabered that this., was .the only method known of 
c?ariyiTig on Irish goverimient ; the only means of passing 
any measure through the Irish Parliament ; that, so far 
from, being an exceptional phase of politics, 'it was only 
three or four years of Irish administration rolled into 
one, hTo patriot can regard the Urnoii as other 
the sale of his Parliament, justifiable or unjustifiable 
ai‘cordiug to Ills politics; but, for an English niiriister of 
tfiut day, the |>i:ii*c!iase of that Parliament was kibitual 
and ifH'arial'df}. The quota.tio]is of the parliamentary 
inarket were as well knowui as the quotations of wheat 
liiid of sugar. It is scarcely, possible to open a letter from 
an frisli Viceroy or an Irish Secretary of that time 
without finding a calculation for the., hire, open' and 
0 , 
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of !:is time, and not bj the sumiards iuicl ideas llitii 
own f That is the spirit in wMcli Hlstuty jod,gos states' 
men, and for a simple reason : had they attoiiipi.ed to 
carry into etlect in their gerieration the iiicas of ours, they 
would not have been statesmen at ail,. They woidd have 
been voices crying in the wilderness ; they might have 
been venarajied as welldnientioiicd visioiuirios, or iixo 
prisoiied as agitators, and even as lunatics ; but statesmen 
they would not have been in name or in fact. A stale.-'j- 
man measures the opinions and forces that surround him, 
and proceeds to act accordingly ; he is not laying Ills 
account with remote posterity, or legislating for it. The 
politician who is a century before his tiiiie is hardly more 
a statesman than the politician who is a century beliiiid 
it. The man who doses a child with colcMcum, or wdio 
attempts to cure atrophy by bleeding, is neither in name 
nor in fact a physician. To apply what is wholesome 
at one stage of growth or of disease to an age or an 
ailment totally dilfereiit is merely dangerous quackery. 
To the man who attempts such mortal mischief 'in' politics 
is .commonly denied the power; and for this .reaso.n 
doctrines in advance of the age, as they are called, are 
asiially the copyright of philosophers entirely dissoci- 
ated from afiliirs. It is in this spirit that History, truly 
and justly written, apportions blame and praise to men, 
judging by contemporary canons and not by oius. It 
is thus that History weighs in her balance Caisar, and 
Eichelieu, and William IIL, and Ximones, and Oxen* 
stiern. Were it otherwise, she hold the third 

Duke of Eichmond, with his universal suffrage and 
annual parliaments, a greater statesman than Pitt, or 
Burke, or any of his contemporaries. 
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To Pitt iilone is riieted out ■adlf’erent measure. He 
,‘iloiie is judged, not by tiie end of tlie eigliteeiith, but 
by the cud of tbe nineteenth century. And whyi 
Dccfiiise tdie Irish c|uestiG.n wkich be attenipted to settle 
IS dll unsettled question still. He alone of the statesmen 
of t-he eighteenth ceiitiir^q mtb the exception of Burke aiic! 
peril, 'ips Chesterfield, saw its Importance and grappled 
wit/Ii it niririfiilly. Since then many ministers have 
fiil'ibied id- it ’^vliose eflbrts are buried in decent obscurity. 
j3iit PitPs career is still the battle-field of historians 
a, lid jioliticiaiis, because he is responsible for the 
treaty of Union; and because he resigned and did 
not do soniethirig, neither known nor specified but 
. certainly impossible, to carry -what remained of Catholic 
Emancipation. 

Of the corruption by . which the Union was carried 
sooietliing remains to be noted. It was, admittedly,' 
wholesale and horrible. But it must in fairness be 
remembered that this was the only method known of 
carrying, on Irish government ; the only means of passing 
any measure through the Iriush Parliament'; that, so far 
from being an exceptional p.hase of politics, -it was only 
three or lour years of Irish administra-tion rolled into 
one. bTo Irish patriot can regard the Union as other 
than the sale of Ms Parliament, justifiable or unjustifiable 
according to Ms,, politics ; but, for an English minister of 
that day, the purchase of that Parliament was habitual 
and invariable. 'The quotations of the. parliamentary 
market were as well known as the quotations of wheat 
and of sugar. It is scarcely possible to open a letter from 
* an Irish Yiceroy or an Irish, Secretary of that time 
without finding a calculation for ■ the, hire, open and 


ayowed, of gome Indivklnai or itifliieiiee ; or 
offer . bj ' some himgry noblenmii ol Ills ioicft:'. t for 
determined' price. It. was 'the ortliii^iry uaJiy IbV? nf 
Dublin Castle; it was the air which ilm Qvjvin^iuiimt 
bimtlied; the ■ iioiirisli.iiiefit which alone, erjublcfl it to 
exist., ■ No one condemiied it, any more tcan ilut 
■boiirs : of "WasMngtoii eoiideixi.iied him. for o’lruiiig 
slaves. And the reason is simple. The Irish Ih^-eerilivr- 
was appointed in England solely ^rilh refcj-eiice to 
.English co.nsiclerations ; the Parliament tlirongis Huich 
this Executive had to pass its measiii'es win an Irish 
Parliament, elected, so far as it wm freely elect-cd, witfi 
reference to Iris,h coiisideratioiis. The Government ajicl 
i.ts p?>licy were entirely exotic ; and the attempt to root, 
tiieiB in Irish soil was a perpetual strife with nature. 
An artihcial temperature- had to befomied for them, and 
■that was eorniptio.n. A means of bringing the Govern- 
iiient and the Parliament into rekti.o.n.s had to be found, 
and that was, corruption, A means of carrying Govern- 
ment measures through Parliament had to be disco'vered, 
and that was corruptio,n. ,' For a go^^erriineiit which I’liles 
in disregard or defiance of Parliainent must resort to 
bribery or resort to force. There was no force avail- 
able ; corruption therefore was the indispensable agency. 
The absolute severance of the Executive and the Legisla- 
ture both in nature aiid origin produced an uimatiiral and 
UBVforlcable condition of affairs ; it ivas only by bribery 
that the machine could be set going at ail The great 
measure of Catholic Emancipation "was only carried in 
1790*93 by Castle influence ; that is, by direct or indirect 
corruption through a reluctant Parliament, Had Fitz- 
williaari bean allowed to carry the coiaplenaent of 
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iri 1 79.1, !,?> coiiM oi;I}' }w,ve done it by she 
.'.D-ii' Tl’f Executive was in no way responsiWa 

ro lVir!i;unent : had Parliament been unanimous in 
o!v' 'i>' m. it. coi.Id not have changed a minister. Any 
bill, ilicrefore. that the Goverariienfc wished to pass 
a snbj1-i:t.. of separate negotiation with the jobbers of 
t)it cftu.'.try. These were generaUy recalcitrant in propor- 
i i.;i! tf. their nou-ee and had to be purchased accordijigiy. 
Ibere ’.rere in re-ality no constituencies for the Govern- 
ment tfj ujipoal to. As out of the 300 members of the 
House 124 wore nominated by .52 peers, and 64 by 36 
commwjers, it was with the owners of the constituencies 
that the Government had to deal 

It must be understood, then, that corruption was not 
a monstrous, abnormal characteristic of the D'nion • it 
was the everyday life and atmosphere of Irish politics. 
Was it not better, it may be then urged, that this 
system should end? Was it not better,"at the worst, 
and once for all, to make a regiment of peers and an 
army of baronets, to buy the rotten boroughs at the 
price of palaces, than to go on in the vile old, way, 
haggling, jobbing, from one dirty day to another, 
from one miserable year to another, without hope or 
self-respect; poisoning the moral sense, and betraying 
the honest Juilgment of the country, in the futile, endless 
attempt to maintain the unnatural predominance, and 
the unreal connection, of an aHen executive and a 
sectional legislature? If the answer be Yes, the means 
are to that extent justified, for there were no others. 

It may, however, bo said, that even if it be granted 
that the system was vile and rightly ended, and ended by 
Che only practicable methods, it might have been replaced 
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bj soiiietliing- better than the IJiiiori. To noiiie of uh 
now living tliis seems clear enough; !)ut had we liveti 
then., is it ■ cartai.n- that oiir judgment would, liave lieen 
the same 1 e were engaged in a war, not of winter 
quarters and. of summer quarters, a,nd of elegant expetii- 
tions some waj off, and o,f musketeers In laced glo^'es aiif.! 
periwigs saying, “ GentleBieri, fire first,” not a war of tlie 
eigiitee.rith century : but naked men were fighting for 
life and freedom with despair; they were crossing the 
ice ba.refoot in rags ; they were capturing fleets with 
cavalry; both we and oiu* foes believed it to be a 
struggle betwmen existence and extinction. Fortun- 
ately, it e,nded in existence for us, nearly exhausted and 
in terrible debt, but still existence. 

At the end of t.he eighteenth century, however, such 
a result was by no means certain. We formed the main 
object of an enemy, who had conquered half .Eiiropa 
Thrice had that enemy invaded Ireland, and it was 
certain that an invasion of England was only a question 
of time. In so appalling a crisis, a new a,iTa.rigenie,nt had, ■ 
by the admission of all parties, to be formed lor Ireland. 
Grattan himself had tacitly given up h,is O'wn Parliament 
as hopeless ; for .he had withdrawn! from, it, and encouraged 
the discussion of .Irish affairs in the British legis.!atiire. 
What wonder, the.n, if from the natural tendency to 
draw closer and closer and closer yet, in the presence of an 
overpowering danger, men^s minds should have turned 
with rare unanimity to the idea of a Union. During a 
campaign even a single Parliament sorQ.etiiiies seems a 
superfluity, and a second a danger. What would happen, 
if in war, as on the Regency question, the British Parlia- 
ment should take one line, and the Irish Parliament tli€ 
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Other f If, hcnrevs?', they became united, it vroiild be safe, 
in view of the overwhelming 'Protestant majority in Eng« 
land find Scotland, to give concessions that otliervrfse 
woiilri be imfx)ssible to the overwhelming Catholic major- 
ity in Irelarifl Internal free trade would give Ireland 
material prosperity, but without a- Union the British 
commercial cl'isses w^'ciild not hear of ■any such arrange- 
fi'ieot.. Neither concessioiij neither Catholic relief nor 
iiitci'iial free trade, would in the then temper of raeiiis 
minds have had a chance of acceptance in England, so 
long as they were made to tlie independent parliament 
of a hostile nation. But on Catholic relief and, on 
iiitenial free trade Pitt’s mind was set. 

Again, i,f a Union wxTe achieved, there would be 
no focus for French intrigue. The Executive of 
the two countries had always been practically one : 
to make the, two Parliaments one would place the 
conditions of Government, on a natural basis. But, 
above all, was the consideration that Great Britai,ri 
vrouH now face the world with a united front, with a 
single Parliament, in which the elements of loyalty and 
stability would be in an incalculable majority. 

These arguments, whatever may now be thought of 
their value, appealed with irresistible force to statesmen, 
for whom, struggling in a gixat war, unity and sim- 
plicity of government were everything. But Pitt 
!i6V0r thought, as some seem since to have thought, 
tlifit the Union could stand alone, ; he never deemed it 
a divine iiistriimeiit, admirable and' venerable by its own 
natoral essence. He considered, it, as only a part, and 
not even the most important' part, of - a great healing 
policy ill Ireland ; and that, almost- if not quite siiuul 
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tarif^ousljj the other paits should be applied ; the L'l.st 
liiaitatioris of the Catholics removed ; the clere’:}' 
than those of the ■ Established Chiircb proviiiecl wifJi 
stipends ; the oppression of tithe abcjlished.. Tlii'se 
Yfere inseparable constituents of his scliein,e. Had his 
hands been free, he might have even dealt with the 
evils of fclio land system, at least as regards abseir 
teeispi. Who will say that, foEowed up by huge, 
spontaneous, and siniultaneous concessions of this kind,, 
the policy of the Union might not have been a success I 
Had Pitt, in face of the difficulties that presented 
themselves, temporarily dropped Catholic Eniancipation, 
and only carried a Tithe Bill in 1801 , the Union might 
at least, have had a fair start. Frere, who ' knew 
Pitt well, declared that it was not true that Pitt 
ever regarded Catholic Emancipation as a sop to be 
oflered to the Irish to make them accept the Union. 
On the contrary, he regarded, as Frere knew, the 
Emancipation of ■ the Catholics as ■ the i]Q,ore irnportaiit 
measure of the .two, and he would gladly have carried 
it at any time. The Union was to pave tho wmy ;aiKi 
conciliate British opinion. *‘ The word Union,” PitPa 
Lord Lieutenant %vi‘ote, as he was passing the' measure, 
will not cure the evils of this wetched country ; . it IS' 
a necessary preliminary, but a great deal more remains 
to be done.” That was Pittas view, But on this 
necessary preliminary or foundation succeeding minia- 
tries .reared either, structures he had never contemplated, 
.o,r no .structure- at aH. He passed the Union with one 
object ; it has been diverted to another. 

, There was .-a -cui'se upon it. It drove its very 
author from office in the full plenitude of his authority 


X*;Vi*r iill Pith bold power again : for bis tw«j 
yeais of sufiering and isolation do not deserve the 
liuijie. And so all went wrong. The measure of Union 
stoofi alone. And it was one of the drawbacks of 
tiiat iiiekiess measure that it left all die rcimainiiig 
iiincniiiuwy of independence when it took avfaj tbe iUr- 
every other chnractcristic of a separate state, 
everytiiiiig . to reniirid men of what had been. It was 
like eiitliiig the face out of a portrait and leaving the 
picture in the frame. The fragment of policy fiiipped 
forlornly on the deserted mansions of tlie ctipital, but 
there was enough to remind in.eii of what had been. 
It wa:S impossible, tor example, to destroy that Ionian 
colonnade which remains one of the glories of, Dublin. 

- So t,h6 Groverfiment transforoied into a bank the noble hall 
which' fe,ad ' resounded with some of the highest f!,iglits 
of hiimaii eloquence, which was indissolubly connected 
with such narncB as Flood and Grattan and Charleinont, 
and .i,¥,hich :was imperishably imbued with the proud 
xiieiaories of an ancient nationality. Men as they 
passed murmured that ■ that was the home of their 
Parliament, wdiich nothing had obliterated and nothing 
had replaced. 

But . all tLat man could do was done to obliterate 
tlie rest of PitPs policy, Addington’s Irish Govern- 
iiieiifc went over with express instructions to do 
nothing for the Catholics, nothing for the Dis* 
Eeiiters, but to push and promote the Established 
Church ill every way. The l^nion alone remained even 
to indicate what Pitt’s plan had been; and that was 
% misleading indication. Catholic - Emancipation waited 
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for tliirty, ■ and Tith.6 Reform waited for neoT IotIw, 
embittered and envenomed years. The time for ecc';lf:‘si»- 
astical stipends provided by the State passed aw?ij fr)r 
ever. The bright promises of financial improvenienl: 
that had been held out to Ireland faded a^ray into 
bankruptcy. Seventy years afterwards, the Irish CJhiircIi 
Plstablishment, which it had been one of tlie. main 
objects of the Treaty to preserve, suddenly toppled 
over and disappeared. With it went the keystone of 
the Union. And so it is Pittas sinister destiny to 
be judged by the petty fragment of a large policy 
which he did not live to ca.!Ty out : a policy, 
unhappy in execution and result, but which was,' it 
may be fairly maintained, as generous and compreheii- 
give in conception, as it was patriotic in motive.' It 
was at any rate worth trying, whei’e so many had failed. 
But it had no trial; the experiment was vscarcely even 
commenced ; and the ruinous part that remains, ex* 
posed as it- has .been to the harshest sto'nas of liine,' 
decades, is judged and. venerated as, if , it were the entire 
structure. 


CHAPTER XII 




PITT AND WELLESLEY 


l‘T may be well here to desist for a moment from the 
task of clesciiptionj and to give the reader a glimpse of 
the tnie T^itt aiibrded ■ by liiinself. His frieridsiiips 
wem foWj but they were close, and even tender, to a 
remarkaldc degr»..5e. Of Wilberforce and him it was said 
tliiit they were like brothers. A scarcely less affectionate 
though a later intimacy was that with Lord Momington, 
arterwarils Lord Wellesley, the great Viceroy : whose 
brilliant rule in India, conferred such renown on .himself, : 
though it afterwards disabled him to a great extent for 
the rough and tumble of English- party strife. To 
him the following letters were addressed.^- The first 
was evidently written in A 796, when it may be pre- 
that llorningtoa was in Ireland. 

Downing Steeet, 

(undated, but evidently 1796). 

Mr DrAB 3!orxington — I have waited from day to day 
by Tio fault of niy own, iniieh longer than I wished or 
exputioj], in the hope of seeing my way as to our official 

^ These letters, whicli are in some Respects the most interesting 
that. WG ha\ e of Pitt’s, have been made available for this little book 
ijy the generous kindness of Mr. Alfred Montgomery. 
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arraiigemente, aad .being ■ able to write you soiuet!,!!.;;, 
positive respecting yourself, 1 ■ a,m bapp}’ now to tell y^jo 
that there is no obstacle to accomplishing w^hat I, liave from 
the begiiining eagerly wished to find praciicalfle ; roid tliat I. 
shall certainly be - enabled to open for yon either the o.flicf3 
of Joint- Paymaster, or some other ec|_u?.iriy desirable. .A 
very few days wd],l settle the specific nnxie. AYe mean to 
clmse the Speaker on Sunday, but to defer opening tlie 
causes of calling the Parliament till after the merrf’Ders are 
sworn ; probably till Tuesday seiiniglit. Tliia 'will avoid 
the ineoiivenience of making or at least, delivering the 
speech so long before it can be debated, wiiich is very 
material, at a time that every day produces sucli important 
events, We liave fresh accounts to-day of continued, success 
up to the 8th, when the Archduke was advanced to Wetzlar. 
Nothing can equal the rapidity of his progress. “ Nec vero 
disjunctissimse terrso citius cnjusquam passibiis' peragrari 
potuerimt, quam siiis non dicam ciirsibiis, sed victoriia 
iilustratiB sunt.” ^ Our overture has been sent to '"Faria 
above a fortnight, but we have got no answer, nor any late 
accounts of what is passing there yet — Ever Biiicerely' yours,, 

W.,: PICT. 

The next two' refer to MoniingtoiiAs desire for a'' 
peerage of Great Britain before setting out for India. 
As regards that wish nothing need he.re be said, nor 
does Pitt seem able to comprehend the frame of mind 
in w^hich such a desire could be foimed. But his hearty 
.zeal in Ms friend’s, cause is surely a pleasant feature. 
.The second’ of these notes was written on the verj' day 
(October 4, 1797) on which Morningtoii was formally 
appointed Governor-General ' of India, 

^.Slightly altered from .'Cicero, pro M. Marcello, Oratio IL & 
The present reading is, I am informed, “lustrate.” 
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Hollwood, 

■ ■ Tuesday j OcL Sti, 1797. 

ip. Sr.M. 

Mr DEAR W' 0 R!^iN 0 T 0 N— “I cannot easily say Low riiiich 
grati illation 1 feitj in opening an,d reading your letter, from 
knowing that as fer as depends' upon me, I had anticipated 
hotii yoiir reasoning and your wishes. I had written to the 
King soriie hours before, requesting 'as strongly as I thought 
myself at liberty to do, 'that you should be included in the 
List of Peers.. ,I will not pretend to you that I had quite 
coiitdiiced my judgment but I certainly felt it one of the 
occasions on wdiich I had the best .right to consult my in- 
clination ; and I could not reconcile myself to the idea of 
.leaving to such uncertain chance as belongs to these times 
my hope of being able to contribute to the success of what 
geeiiis with ■ you so fevouri.te a w-ish. You will 'of course 
know the result from - me to-morrow.^ I ha%^e put, it in the 
way I thou gist most likely to overcome objections, but 1 
cannot venture to state the thing to you as what you can 
cmint 13 [son till I receive the King’s answer ; as he seemed 
most strongly bent against every extension of the .List, and ■ 
it is one of the points on- which he is most apt to adhere, to 
his. opinion.' 

.1 trust .from W',hat I hear from Dxmdaa that there is very 
little cliimce indeed that the second part of your case (your 
not going to Bengal) will arise. As we shall know- the 
result on that bo soon, I will say no more about it—Eyei 
aiily.yra., W. P. 

Tho King’s resistance did not last long. • ■ 

Downing Street, 

Wcdimdatjy (evidently Od. 4, 1797,) | p. 1. 

My dear Mosninoton — ^I f you happen to be disen 
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gaged I shall be'^ery glad to see you here at din I'ler to-<L‘-u 
soon after five.— Yours -ever, ,WV P, 

I am most happy to tell you, the King agrees to y'oiii 
peerage* 

The next letter gives a long and elaborate account of 
the state of affairs as it appeared to Pittas san^giiiiie 
apprehension. His sarcasm on the Crown lawyers ■ m 
characteristically cold and cutting. The allusion to 
Grenville shows that the somewhat crabbed character of 
that minister was recognised by his colleagues as a 
difficulty to 1)0 reckoned with. In this letter, too, ocem\s 
that account of a speech by Perceval which so impressed 
Pitt as to make him on the morning of the duel name 
Perceval as probably the most available man to succeed 
him. His genial pleasime over the young man’s success 
explains perhaps what the ordinary view of Pitt’s 
haughty reserve does not: the idolatry with wiiich so 
many of his foiiowmrs, particularly the Junior ones, re« 
garded him. 

Wimbledon, 
Jan. 26m, 1798. 

My deab -Mornington — You will hear I trust from 
various other correspondents who have more leisure, a 
much fuller histoiy^ of all that has been passing since you 
left us, than I can pretend to' give you. But I think you 
will like to hear from me even if it is only to tell you as to 
myself, that in spite of six weeks of more fatigue and 
anxiety than have attended almost any other Parliamentary 
campaign, I am greatly better than you' left me, and I trust, 
equaT to fighting, the' battle, as long as may ' be necessary. 
Our great measure of . the assessed taxes-was for some time 
apparently in great danger of ' failing, less from any ral 
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ti:lficulty gen era! 'dislike to it than , from the im- 

la^tyEuiU of lural and partial clamour, and from, the effect of 
a very great degree of panic which infected too many of 
those m’iio are geiierally most free from ,it It became 
laji-Hifiairy fco sliew that at ail ruM I was determined to per- 
?Hjvare in it; and by 'those means alone I believe it was 
carrieci Op[*osition I think added to the odium and dis- 
grace of their secession by returning from it on this oe- 
ca3io!i, and by .the whole of their co'iaduct ' and language 
upon it. Our last debate (to niy great .joy) produced a 
spet)ch from Percevai, which was in all respects one of the 
best I ever heard ; and was an attack upon Pox pointed and' 
galling enough to have drawn forth one of Grattan's warmest, 
encomiums. It certainly sent him home very sick to- his 
supper. Since this effort we have heard nothing of’ him 
but from, the celebration of h,is birth-day two days ago, in 
which the two most distinguished traits were a speech fro,ro 
the Duke' of Norfolk, which I think even the Crown 
k’^yers will hardly prove to be much short of treason, 
and a public profession from Horne Tooke of reconciliation 
and co,aIilion with Fox, with which I think you , will he 
deliglited. On the , whole the line now taken by the whole 
of what calls itself Opposition (with . the exception of Grey 
and Whitbread, whom we neither see nor hear of) and 
especifdly by Fox, Is a compleat and undisguised avowal of 
the most desperate system ever acted upon, and I think it 
seeiris to be understood and felt as it ought, both in Parlia^ 
inent and in the country. The two great objects of our 
attciTitioii and exertion now are, to endeavour to raise 
spirit enough in the country to contribute voluntarily to the 
expense of the war, such a sum as in addition to the 
assessed teses may bring our loan within a moderate 
shape, and next, to be prepared both by sea and land' for 
the inv&sioa which I have litsie doubt will' be attempted: in 
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tijo coUMe of the year, tho’ the latter is much tiie easjer wtjrk 
of the two. And I hope we shaU have to make the optiou 
between burning their ship-s before they set out, or sinking 
them either on their pa.ssage or before their troop.s I'an land, 
or destroying them as soon as they have lan.ied, or sUrviog 
them and taking them prisoners afteivvard.s. Indeed the 
scheme seems so romantic (without the pmspcct of any 
naval force to support it) that at any other moment is 
would not be credible ; and it can hardly be attempted on 
any other notion but that it may be worth the enemy’s 
while to devote two-thiids of an, immense army to immediate 
destruction, for the sake of the mischief which the remainder 
may eifect before they share the same fate. In the mean- 
lime however (tho’ on the whole I think the attempt wdi be 
made; there are two possible events which may prevent it 
One is it there should be fresh confusion in France, which 
teems not distant, and of which the is.sue cannot be even 
conjectured. The other is, if the new King of Prussia and 
the powers of the North should at last awaken, of which 
there is just now some appearance, but it is not yet decided 
enough to rely upon. The new decree aimed at our coni- 
merce but tending to annihilate a lai^e part of the profit of 
neutral mations may perhaps (added to the danger of Ham- 
burgh and the North of Europe) bring Denmark at least if 
not Sweden or Russia, to be ready to enter into an effectual 
concert with Prussia And this prospect may tempt Prussia 
to take a decided part, which if it does, Europe will at last 

be saved- On the measure of voluntary contribution you 

will not wonder to hear that all our Mends have not 
thought alike. But at so extraordinary a moment I have 
felt it so decidedly right, that I have determined as far as 
depends on me, to push it to the utmost; and tho’ it haa 

begun but languidly, I haver now good hopes of success ; as 

1 have been enabled to-day to announce to the tha 
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iuteritioTi of giving one-tbird of Ms prii-’y purse 
■i 1 to liinilsbeil with sueli particulars as woll euable 

■rnf* fsi sritisiy the world, that he has no other fimti from 
ivLicb he c.m command a shlllmg. We in ofilce have 
diorigl't It right to give an ample fifth of oiir income. 
And f.i iny great satisfaction, Grenville has concurred very 
in giving his personal share, tho^ very adverse in liis 
».yi 1 in] upinion to the whole measure. I am very happy to 
Le al'le lo add too, now that I mention his name, that I have 
not ^eei! a clotid on bis brow since the commencement of the 
^c!‘V,boi, ami tlut every thing has gone on as -pleasantly and 
itfod filly as possible. I have now mentioned all that I 
thiink it vriii be most interesting to yon to learn. And you 
iiH'fst at for the present accept this picture of the times 
(widcli is as much as I can eompleat at one sitting) as a 
subs!: rule for tbat m^hich I owe yon from Hopner and which 
I hope wisl come one day or other. I conclude you will 
have heard from different channels of the anti- Jacobin ; 
and I hope you will sometimes wish you were within reach 
of supporting it by your voluntary contribution. 1 have 
rksired a ccunpleat set to be sent you, lest you should not 
other’wise receive it,~-Qod Mess you.— -Ever affy. yours, 

W. Pot. 

The next, dated 'three months later, is not less 
'3U!igaiTie; more especially in reference to finance and 
the Fi'citch IiOTisfon. It is noteworthy that Sheridan's 
*peei;li hi cicffaoee of the war was made after a good deal 
of priv?ite negotiation, to which in these years, at any 
rate during the Addington government, Sheridan seems 
to have been addicted. The use of the word 
in this sense must be explained by more learned com- 
meiicatare, Grose and other kindred lexicographers 
throw no light. 



M.t &EAR Mobkinoton— Lord luis FfKit me 

word, by ii messenger wlio came just before <inu;ery Ifaat iii: 
IB sending (I know not how) some packet to yori tio-iifght, 
I had just before learned that a aeiitral ship froiii the (Jtqie 
brings an account to-day of yoar arrival there arrl <jf yoiif 
being perfectly well,- which I hope we sliaJl soon fiave 
verified by yourself, I have not time to write much tii - 
evening? but ! am very glad, to have an oppoii unity ol 
telling you shortly how mucli the state .of thiiigf! has been 
improving since I wrote to you last. The voiiisitaiy contri- 
bution has succeeded to a great extent. The spirit and 
courage of the country has risen so as to be feirly equal to 
the crisis. I am to settle my loan to-iiiorro'w,, to the 
amount of fifteen million,s, which will leave us w^ithout a 
single difficulty in finance, and I liave n.o doubt of making 
it on better terms than last year. The plan for tlie sale of 
the land tax (which I think we talked of before you went) 
is going OB. The Bill is to be read a second time to-morrow, 
and in spite of many Plugs from Sir Win. Puiteiiey ’will 
certainly .pass, and there is every reason .to tliink the effect 
will, he very considerable. In addition to these favorable 
circumstances our traitors at home (those cliiefly of the 
lower class) have given us the means of seizing them to 
such a number as I believe to disconcert effectually .w.hat- 
ever were their plans ; and the Habeas Corpus Act has been 
suspended by a Bill passed -in both Houses i,n one day. 
Our division 183 to 5. Sheridan came (after long notice in 
general conversation and some private) to make an exc^elleiil: 
speech against the French, and his owm friends here. But 
he ivas foolish enough to oppose the suspension, and divide 
m the minority in which the little of opposition that 
in the House, left him and voted with us. He did Ub some 


«'ii \ Is of iUe Of tlie la^t cksp, 

s .iY, wr»‘5, rarl Wlutbrea.l rLmaifM the first, i ueLie?e, for 

vT; 00'! of the kite? I caaaot jiidga The Frescli go 032, 

1 ,0’ „ 0. with plans and demons ti at i or. of lii~ 

i .. T,! : i.ai tliu efkct here. Is only t,o produce aO the 
s '• ,^’j I 'ill the rjirlt wii ean wish. lu addition to all 

■ ' ‘ rsf Hi lugs at ‘lomej there is a ehaircc /and a bethT 

^ i op-HUtred for a long period) that the moiiarclis rie 
'j. in Frirope will a?rake before their, throxies are 

to '1 under i'uere, ubu will think it better to lay aside 
u.:'r!,:l,ui j(;rilo!isi3S among themseives tha.a to reinaiii any 
lurirot a jmy to fcht^ir common enemy. We- shall of course 
tt3jct')uiag*,i :wui im*ile this to the utmost, and if they are true 
to luvsio-tilves, Europe will still be saved. ■ ■ If this should 
fail U'j I i.huj\ you may still count faOy on .finding England 
a -oijjii iy ttt I otciip ^ou when you return from India ,.; and 
i ti.ak vmu wi!i find oiir friend (who quoted Pompey upoii 
you at your departure) is better spirits and "temper ■ than 
ycai left liiui. Ho is doing every thing that' is .rig,ht. I ■ 
}av*‘ trifni to tell you all I couldv in ■ a '-short tiaie, and 
:.eil2iips ludiittdiigiMy.—Ever yrs.5 .■ W. Pm. 

I’l t. ’"“Ai hXUiT gives PitPs account' 'of . the. due,!. To 
’ ‘ ld',‘ rt u ^'viioe to Irish affairs is.- more interesting than 
'‘W i accouat- of the somewhat ' boyish 

a "soai )<“ i' J Ml 

'Pm'vAm. 

StkbbTj 

TMmday^ Ma^ Zlst^ 1798 . ' 

My uf.\k MoHNixoroH— I have not time, to write you 
a very long lett-er; hut as you will -dieai’ of me from others, 
i think you will like to be told by myself tluitt I wm 
miiUf the necessity last Sunday of meeting Mr. Tierney in 
P ' 
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of some pxpressioaa I Iia<l !i.no<l in tlir. 
of Coiiiinoiis, on the Friday preadin^^j anil wln>‘h I did 
feel it right to explain. I enclose you a sfateinc'uJ <-? 
what jKissed, taken down by the seconds Itelbre h»ft thr 
gronati The business has ended to my periVct !h 
and I niiiKt say that Tierney condueied Iiimself wit-’ii Ujh 
greatest propriety, I believe we paited bctte''* jtatifified wi!li 
each other, than on any other occasion in on! liver-. 

Yon will hear that in Ireland the Jacobin^ (after niaify 
of their leaders being a])prehemied) bnve risei] in open wvif.'. 
The contest lias at present existed about a week. 

The Government have acted with great spirit^ j;iid Ihc 
troojw of all descriptions behave incorapaiMbly. IVe cannot 
yet judge how far it may s|)rea<lj but I trust with the 
present force and some augmentation from hence, tiie 
rebellion will be crashed, before any attempt can be iiiatie 
from France ; and we must I think, follo'w up such an event 
by immediate steps for an union. The French w^ill probably 
try a magnificent project of , invading Ireland fro,iii Toiilo,ri ; 
but will be surprised at meeting Ld. St. Yiiicent ,iii. the 
Mediterranean where they least expect him... I have uiot 
time for another .sheet— Ever yours, W”, P,ot* . 

Enclosueb. 

3imf2m, : 

We are authorised to state that in coiisequeiicr* of whr4 
passed on Friday last, Mr. Pitt, accompanied by i^fr. Ryhu' 
and ^fr, Tierney, accompanied by Mr. George Yhilpole, met 
at three o’clock yesterday afternoon on Putney Heath, 

After some ineitectual attempts on the part of the sfcoiifh 
to prevent further proceedings, the parties took their groiinti 
at the distance of twelve paces, A ease of pistols wtm tired 
at the same moment without effect A second case uns also 
tiiC'sd in the same manner, Mr. Pitt firing hii3 pistol in thf' 


pliould go no it hc.'ing tliftif decided 

;)p thAt -'ufiiHeut satisfaction liacl been giTe-a^ aocl iha.! 
thf %va‘3 ended witli perfect liosoiir to both 

'/drliHA 

Thii next contains tlie innocent offer of the Irish, 
nifirqjiisate wiiich caused such .dire olFence, 

■ Downing St.e.eeTj 
Am mk, 1,799.. 

,M¥ |)ea,r Mohnixoton—I was in, hopes to have atoned 
hi degree for my long silence ’by 'writing to yon at 

ifirge r»n ad the mte resting subjects on wh.lcli you will %ris.h 
,fVir iinnriiiation, but I ha've- been contirmally interrupted till 
the last 'moment and must now confine my .letter to a 'few 
lines. They mast naturally be employed' in the first place 
to tj‘11 you what hoivever I trust you are suificiently assured 
of alreaclyj how warmly and sincerely I rejoice' in all the 
success and glory 'wdiich has atten<ied your Indian Go'verii- 
ment. In the .midst of the agitations ' of Eui'ope, the 
remoteness of the scene of action has not prevented the 
value of yo?ir services from being felt and estimated by the 
public 'ae your ’ivariiiest friends would -wish. A..n.. I.rish 
riiaiY]iji!,satej which the King confers on you, ' by the title 
of ’Marquis Wellesley of Korragh, (which is pitched upon on 
BeiTjarrls authority) will I hope be satisfactory as an 
ostensible mark of api^robation, and the further provision 
which Biifidaa will have explained to you is in contem- 
platioiq besides operating as a further acknowledgment of 
your Hcrvicop, is likely I trust to set your mind wholly at 
cas-Yi in wl'iiit relates to the interest of your family. I 'UiUBt 
not atieisipfc in the haste in wtoich I write to enter into any 
particulars on the wide field of politics, mmj of . the'm, I 
kiit^w, you will hear from Canning, and probably froio 


212 


PITT 


(.11 \!\ 


Grenville, .... In general, much indeed been gained, in tl;tc 
coume of the .present year, no twitb standing the failiiref; 
and reverses of the latter part. If Austria can be mack 
to act in earnest next year, and to aim at gaining her own 
objects tbro'^ the medium of saving Europe instead of 
destroying, it, everything we wish seems witlim reach of 
being accomplished in Uvo campaigns more. The decisiori 
of Vienna is liow^ever vrholly imcerfciiE a.,iid oiir best comfort 
is that if it fails us we a,ii return to our defensive eysteiii 
with unbroken spirits and resources, an.d trust to our cwn 
aiiclior.s to ride out the storm. I cannot end wi,tiiout 
thanking you for the particu.iar accounts you se.nt .me of 
our gallant friend ' Cooke, about whom I am more intcirested 
than I can express. We are at this moment in great anxiety 
about him, as the accounts wm had received of his'bemg' 
perfectly out of danger, have been followed by others' of ' a 
later date me,Btiomng his death, but as these .last con.3e'by. 
Bombay and are only in general terms, I .trust the.re is still, 
some room left for hope,— Ever affectionately vours, 

W. PICT. 

. Wellesleyk reply, to this letter Is well, known. It k 
dated April 28, 1800, and is printed, though not at 
■length, in Lord Stanhopek Life (vol iii p. 232).' He 
speaks in the bitterest terms of the anguish of mind he 
felt ; that the impression produced in India be 

fatally detrimental to his Government] ami that the 
slui* inflicted by this ‘‘Irish,” “pinchbeck” reward 
affected both his health and his spirits. Pitt’s letter in 
reply, here subjoined, is the most interesting of his that 
we possess* It seems tp combine m admii'able specimeii 
of his persuasive power in debate with the soothing 
affection of a brother mmistering to a sick and over’ 


inifiti. it i« i:i ItSL'i: a. liLa.! ;ind conclusive* 
.wi.i'wcr to alieguiioriS of hcartUs-5nf\ss« 

Hampsti-md. 

. Saturdmif Sept 27M., ISOO. 

Mf i>A.An WklIiESILEY— I receiYeii last Wed iir^.sdaT your 
!vtti-r of tbe 23ih April, and paiiifol. as- were its canttiiU t(j 
Uic iii iiisuiT respeclB I bad at . least -great ■consokitiori and 
action in the prrsof of yonr contiriued kind'oess pjii! 
friendfiliip which I derived from -the arireserved cominiiiii- 
cation of your feelings. You will I am sure wisli me to use 
tli« same frankness in returm I, certainly most deeply, 
lament that the p-a.rticiiia..r mark of the Kiiig’s feyor 
you have received la so little adequate to your wishes and 
-expectiifeioDS, but I must fairly own 'to you that o.n the 
fullest ' reflection I carinot concur in your view of the 
subject In the first place I have alway.s felt ' that Jn every 
r|tiesti,o,a of reward for ■ services, the m.aiiiier in, which it ' is 
given, and that in .which it is received determine its value 
i.n the eyes of the public much more than its own specifick 
nature. But you must allow me to state frsely that 
iridepeadcnt of this general feeling there are particular 
circumstances in 'the present case to wliicli you do not 
apfsear to have given the weight which I think they deseiwe. 
'Nothing but the duty of steting to you exactly what I feel 
witli the sincerity of a friend would bring me to refer to 
the topic I am going to mention. It was certainly to me 
a most sensible gratification to he able previous to your 
going to India, to secure to you an object on wdiicli you 
set so much value as the British peerage. But surely 
eonsidering the circuinstancea under which the King was 
induced to give it, it must be, considered rather as aa 
anticipation to no sniall extent of the reward for die- 
riiiguished service than as a foundation for higher elaiiiisf 


■ OreaviHe. Iirgeueral, oineli inxieed lia^s been gained in th: 
coiime of the- . preseiit year; Eotwitlistimding the failure?^ 
and reverses- of the latter part " If Austria can be mmla 
to a-et in- earnest next year, and to aim at gaining her own 
objects thro’ the medium of -saving Europe instead of 
destroying it j everything we wish seems within reach of 
being accomplished in two campaigns more. The deciaicm 
of Tienaa is ho^vever wholly uncertain and our best comfort 
is that if it fails us we can return to our defensive syatem 
with unbroken spirits and resourciesj and trust to our own 
anchors, to ride out the storm,. I cannot end without 
thanking you for th.e particular accounts you sent me of 
our gallant friend Cooke; about wlio.m I a,rja more .interested 
than 1 can er-press. We are at thfe moment in great ari,xiety 
about him^ as the accounts we had received of ■ his being 
perfectly out of danger, have been followed by others. ' of a 
later date mentioning his death, but as these last come by 
Bombay and' are only' in general terms, 'I trust there 'is' stEl 
Home room left for hope. — Ever affectionately you *’8, 

W. fim - 

'‘Wellesley’s letter is well ko,ow''rL It is. 

dated April 28, 1800, and is -printed, though not at 
length, in Lord Stanhope’s Life (voL iii p. .,28.2).- He., 
speaks in the bitterest terms of thti anguish of mind he 
felt ; that the impression produced in India WT)iild be 
fatally detrimental to Ms Government; and that the 
sbm inflicted by this “Irish,” “pinchbeck” reward 
affected both his health and his spirits. Pitt’s letter in 
reply, hero subjoined, is the most interesting of his that 
v/e possess. It seems tp combine an admirable specimen 
of his persuasive power in debate with the soothing 
sffection of a -brother ministering to a sick and over' 
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! nii’i't. !“■ i 'n I^' . i iv’^i 'jdu CATsdi^Iv 
iinswfir ihe Jillogatioiis of haughty ia3artle?;.>?u?»3. 

Hampsttias, 

S&ii&rday^ Sept, 27^4, 1S00« 

SIy bsa r Wi:r-.'LESLEY— I recei'ved last' Wednesday your 
lo'tter of the 23'tli April, and painfai as .were its' conteofe to 
me ill ioa,n.y respeets- I had at least great coiisolatioe aiici 
III the proof of jonr continued klminess and 
frieridsliip which I deriyed frorn .the ' aiiresemid commmii- 
cation of your feelings. ' Yon will I mn sure wia'h me to use 
t,!.:ie same frankness in retii„ni. I certainly .most deeply 
iaiaeiit that the pa:rt'icnla.r mark of the King’s favor which 
yon have received is so little adequate to you,r wishes and 
■expectetions, but I must fairly ov/n to you that on the 
ftillest reflection I carmofe concur in your view of the 
subject In the first place I have always fe'it that in every 
'Itiestion of rcnvard fo,p services, the manner in wliich ' it is 
given, and that in which it is received deterinme its' value 
in the eyes of the public much more than its , own specifi,ck 
nature. But you must allow- me to state- freely th.at 
iiiclepeiideiit of this general feeling 'there., are particular 
circumstances in tlie present- case to -which you do not 
appear to have given the weight which I think they deserve, 
N'othiag but tlit?, doty of stating to you -exactly what I feel 
with the sincerity of a friend' would bri.B.g me to refer to 
the topic I am going to mention. It was certainly to me 
ft most sensible gratification to be able previous to your 
going to India, to secure to you an object on wliicli you 
$et so much value as the British peerage. But surely 
considering the circuiiistances under which the King was 
induced to give it, it must be* considered rather as as 
anticipation to no small extent of the rew^ard for dis- 
ringiiished service than as a foundation for higher dainiK 
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when those semces sbouH; have been actually performerl 
in this view of the subject' to have given yo.n an English 
iiiarqiiisate would have been to have conferred in tlie 5dn"#r| 
conrss - of your Indian Governineat four steps in the 
British peerage ; a scale of prom.oti.on certaiiilj very iiniisiial 
The step ' In the Irish peerage was precisely the same pro- 
portional advancement as was given, to Lord Cornwallis foi? 
his services in the same quarter ; and from the inanner in 
which you have j^oiirself referred to' tlieai, I am sure you 
wil.! join in the ' general feeling' that to adopt such a pro- 
portion had .nothing in it disparaging. The truth really m 
that in my mind and I believe in that of almost all your 
friends (all feeling the same cordial and, zealous interest 
in your just fame and consideration) the ^ natural qiiestio,!i 
seemed to-be whether to recommend to the King to give you 
an English earldom, or the Irish marquisate. From many 
quarters I was led to believe tliat you would prefer the 
latter ; and particularly the circu.msta'iice of Bamard^s bei,iig 
In. possession -of the memorandum specifying the title tc 
which you had looked decided my opinion. I have hitherto 
.confined myself only to the point of promotion in the' 
peerage; but in estimating the value of: the ostensible 
marks of approbation and honour which you have received, ' 
and: by which the public both here and in India would 
Judge of the sense entertained of your services, there are 
other circumstances to be considered much more important 
than either an Irish or English marquisate. The unanimous 
t-hanks of ■ both Houses of Parliament, in tiie marked 
terms In. which .they were conveyed, if they had been 
accompanied by no other distinction, would in my jiiclg- 
alone have placed, .you on. ground on which few 
servants .of the public have -ever stood. In addition to this 
decisive, testimony, the provision proposed to be made by the 
Company independent of its intrinsic value to your fam'ily 
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ixn iXifisidferuJ. ai a |=!,;biic tribute to your riifiritsj wiilcli; 

to tliat tbej were depreciatetl 

In auy fiuaiier. The King’s speech to ■ %¥kich you tefer 
i.cvu u-y you li.ay perhaps consider it in India as with m 
'L tin of Comnioas as the speech of the roicister; 

i,H at leabt as direct m Intiication of the sentioieiit of tlie 
‘‘0\c:-h:n aucl as iiiueli Ms actj as any title' which he con- 
fer. rAuahituhi,/ all these eonsiderationsj , I really caiiiiol 
foil arrive how the public in India sooiikt feel (what I will 
iLftfiue to the public in Europe have iies^er felt, and 
uever I believe will be brought to feel) that there lias not 
hct;2i hi ever}' quarter (the highMi included) the most cordial 
and lil'enJ. hdsposition to bear full testimony^ and do ample 
jiu-ticc, to the esteat of your claims upon the public. 
Still cull I iinaginej that with ail these marks of 
approbation irom Eagiand- and ' with: the iuipression which 
your conduct iinisl have made on the minds of those who 
were iiciirer witnesses of .it, it can have been a cpestioa 
whether you were likely to continue possessed of that 
■ reapect. .and estimation from- all the civil and military 
sttivaiits in India which is -necessary ■ for .the Mi , sup- 
port of your authority. Forgive me if I add, that if any 
such feeling lias found its way into their mind or into 
their converiatioE, It can only, I believe, have originated 
fyoia some cuispicion of its being entertained by your- 
self. That idea ia at any time enough to make any but the 
iTiost real, irieiids, admit that a man is mortihed and ill used. 
But it will hardly ever happen (unless in cases very dif- 
ferent indeed iTom the present) that the opinion and language 
of the person most interested and of those immediately con- 
nected with hi Hi will not decide that of the public. 'I have 
iicAv iaifly stated to you my view of the subject, I cannot 
hope to cliange an opinion which I fear has taken so deep a 
root in joiir miiid. But I am '.sure .you 'will give a, candid 


consiileration to wliat I liave siated, and I tfiiat, fha.t 
|iiaiariess and sincerity mth wliicli J liave exprc'^&eii riiyw<JI 
will appear to you the best proof I con Id pi\e ot real Irieud. 
sliip. With these sentiments on the aubject a.« it ai-orn’l 
originalljj you %Fili not wonder if I ilo not see tlie 
bility (however anxiously I wish it were possible) tl^at imv- 
thing should be now done to repair your clisappoiniiuent;. 
Indeed your own wishes do not seem to p.oiiit at any aibli' 
tional mark of favoi’j unless it bad t.ikeD place on out 
receiving tlie news of the final settkumeiit c»f ’Mysore, 
That period is elapsed, and J thiiik you will agree wifb lac 
that (if no other objection w*ere felt here) wiudevcT '^^'as doiisi 
now would want the g'race which belongs to rewards of tliig 
nature only wdien they are gratmimis^ and would be liable 
to a coustnictioB neither creditable to Government nor 
to yourself. I have said notliiug on the little intrinsic 
difference under the present circiimstaiiceSj, between ' an 
English and Irish marquisate, because I conceive you 
look rather to the public impression than to the thing' 
itself. But as far as in itself it may be an object, , it •will 
certainly not escape you that under the circumstances of the 
Union, the diffe.rence to any person .already possessed ..of' i.r^ 
British title . is - little more than iio.minal ; scarcely ^ extend-^ 
ing further than to a question of etile in the jcraruida and 
debates of the House of Lords or of relative prececlcjiice. as 
to foiii’ or live individuals ; objects ■ on .1 do not be-, 

iieve such a niiml as yours can set much serious value, I have 
not time to add anything more to tills long letter, excepl 
the assurance of the cordial and unabated friendship mid 
attacliiiient with which f hope ever to remain. — Sincerely 
and affectionately yours, W, Pit?, 

Both Duntlas and mysielf enter into and applaud the 
justice and delicacy of your feelings with respect to the 
particular fund out of which your grant was intended tsj hr 



The two letters w^ere written when Wellesley 


was a,!; w-ai' with the Board of Directors, and are in- 
nmiiily as show- ing the tender delico.,cy ?rith 
wlifcli Pitt -soothed tlie sore and sensitive spirit of his 
friend. Tiie great Viceroy, it remains to be addecl, 
landeci In Eriglaiid in Jaiiiiaiy 1806 just in time to give 
(I fare w'!, ill grasp to the emaciated han,d of the great 
Minister. The note liiTvhich Pitt wites to Wellesley 
of the inexpressible pleasure with iv'hicb. he had received 
the note arinoiiiicing Wellesley^s return is dated January 
12, 1806, and is gi,ven by Lord Stanhope voL iv. 
p. S73)« 

Feivats. 

Putney Hill, August ^Oth, 1804. ' 

My ueae WELLESLET—Tlie letters which you will re- 
vive hv this conveyance wdll inform you that the King 
has COB for red a peerage on General Lake, and an. extra red 
ribband on your brother GenL Wellesley. I hope these 
■marks of honour will prove that a just value is attached to 
Hie brilliant and extraordinary successes which they have 
obtained uinler your auspices and direction, and I congratu- 
late you most heartily on the advantageous and honorable 
peace w’hicli has been Ahe- fruit' of your victories, and on a 
■series of events w'liich has produced-, ao large an accession 
personal glory to yourself and of po%ver and reputation 
£0 the cotmtry. You will have heard from others the 
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gen, era! Mstoiy of our political situation at lioine, ami will 
liave seen in what has passed and in the state of parties 
miiicli it has produced, inuch to regret, and iniich 1. iie» 
lieve to wonder at. I have very niuch wialit'd to v/rite m 
you at large on the subject ,• but you will not wonder that: 
r found it impossible during the session, and in the "weeks 
that have elapsed since to the present moment, the details 
of militory preparation under the constant- expectation of an 
immediate attempt at invasion, have in addition to the 
coiiiinon course of business furnished me incessant occi:ipa-> 
tioii. We are now I tnist in a -state in which we may meet 
with confidence any enterprise to which even the Largest 
scale of French exertions is equal ; and I believe the thing 
most to be wished is that they may speedily iiiake the trial. 
It seems probable from what I collect of the last letters 
received from you, that you will be on your passage home 
before any further accounts from hence can- reach India, 
Indeed unless any more time should appear to yourself to 
be necessary for ■ winding up compleatly. the result, of all 
your labours, or unless any new or great scene should un- 
expectedly open for fresh exertions, I hardly tliink that you 
would be tempted to prolong your absence. If either of 
those cases, however, should arise it cannot be necessary for 
me to assure you that every additional period for which you 
remain in India, will be' considered by us (I mean the; 
Government, for I certainly cannot answer for the Court ol 
Directors) as so much gained for the public ; and that every™ 
thing of course will be done ' which is ■ practicable on our 
part, to give you the 'fullest and most ■ effectual , support 
With the knowledge of these sentiments, you will I am s'ure 
decide on 'whatever may be the state of cii-cumstaiices be,fo,re 
you at. the moment, in the way most lor your.'omm honor 
and the public service ; , without ' suffering, that decision 
-be inliuenced by the sense you . inay 'natmaliy entertoin of 
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£iif! ail»al«j and narro%%- views and prejndiee^s whn'.h 

too often operate at tbe India House, and whicli .frei|ut‘i'itlj 
lf;(id to an ungracious return for tbe services tlsej ought 
most to %'ahie.-"-Believe me at all times, mj dear Welleslev, 
srneerely iuid affectionately yours, 'W. Pitt. 

Do’Wninq- Steeet, Bee, 1S04. 
f/iY PEAii WEiiLESLEY- — YouT brother, I find, thinks it 
probable from the last letter he has received from, you, 
fclh'it before the present packet reaches India, you will have 
embarked for Europe. Even if that should not be the case, 
wlnit you will learn by the present conveyance of ■ the 
t^einpei’ and disposition which prevails at the India House, 
will 'naturally lead you to a determination not to .remain 
longer than you m,ay iincl necessary to compleat such ar- 
rangements as you may think it most material to bring to a 
conclusion befo.re your departure. Indeed the advantage 
which the persona hostile to your measures have derived 
from your long silence on some of the most important trans- 
actio.i:is of your Govem,meiit, and particularly from their 
being now left without any communication from yourself 
respecting the vrar , with Holkar has ' made it difficult ' to 
keep them wd.thin .any bounds. and th.ing3 are brought to a 
point at 'which it seems to be the clear opinion of your 
broth e,r and of Lord .Melville and Lord Castiereagh as well 
as m.y own tliat you could no longer have the means ,o,l 
carrying on the Government in a way -either creditable or 
satisfactory to yourself, or advantageous' to the public 
service. It therefore seems to us clearly desi.rable that you 
should carry into execution the intention you -have ex-' 
pressed of returning home (if .you have not done so at an 
earlier period) in the course of ..next year; and on that 
supposition it will probably be, thought that whoever should 
be pitched upon to be your successor, .should sail from hence 
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SC) m to arrive about September or October. Oiir iriteiifioii 
of coiirae is if possible to select for this nominatioii soiin! 
person, of high, rank and consideration, at home ; wbicli 1 
trust you will agree , witb us in tliinking a sniicli wior® 
desirable arrangementj tlian letting the Government devolve 
to a company's servant,, even in the instance of one of ao 
much distinguished merit as Mr. Barlow. You will I trust 
readily believe that it must be in,y earnest wish tliat you 
should not take your leave of India without receiving some 
additional public mark of the cordial sense entertained of 
your very transcendent ser^dees. That wdiicdi I should be 
most anxious to obtain because I believe it would be most 
agreeable to yourself, would be the blue ribband ; but partly 
from pei'soTial wishes of the King, and partly from political 
engagem on ta which in these times it has been impossible to 
avoid, I much fear that I may find it iinpossible. In that 
case the English manpiisate, seems to be the only other 
mark of honor that can be proposed, and I hope in the view 
with which it will evidently be given, it wull not be niiac- 
ce]>table. But whatever you may feel m to rewards and 
honors for the past, I hope the termination of your Indian 
career will restore you to us with health and inclination to 
take as distinguished a share as your talents and exertions 
entitle you to in the agitated and anxious state of politics 
in which you will find us involved on your return- It is ol 
course impossible now to foresee how circumstances may 
change or -what arrangements may become necessary within 
the next^ twelve months. ■ But if the King’s health should 
continue unshaken (of which at present there seems the 
fairest . prospect) I am convinced we have nothing to feai 
fiuHi all the activity and ability of the combined opposi 
lion tho’ much indeed to lament in the description of some 
of whom it is composed. And if on your arrival you should 
be as much inclined as I trust yott will to give your aaHiwt 
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to iny ii.imuiistrarlon, and an opening can be : found ; to 
Ir/e v.a as active and important a eliare in it a» I should 
uid.j 11'-,;.! harddy If!! you that such a circumstonee would 
;rV,.’ every pubiic ar.d i)rivate feeling be more gratifying to 
.jif ti an ! c.'in express. At all events I look forward with 
riif.-s (0 the moment when I shall find myself again in 
your f-odfity, and to a renewal of all the habits of frieud- 
i.hip ami confidence from which for so many yeai•^ I derived 
MS large t, 4i.u'e of liaj.piiiess and comfort — Jk-Ueve me 
•tlwayr, my dear Wellesley, affectionately yours, 


W* ...Pot 



GHAPTEE XIII 


FALL OF THE GOVEBNMENT 

Tee Union was considered a great triumpli for Pitt, but 
it was the cause of his immediate fall. He was anxious not 
to delay an instant in pushing forward the large and 
liberal policy of which the Union had only been the pro- 
lo^giie. The Act of Union received the royal assent on 
the 2d of July 1800. At the first Cabinet (September 
30, 1800,) after the summer recess, Pitt developed Ms 
Irish policy. It included the substitution of a political in 
lieu of a religious test for office, a commutation of tithes, 
and a provision for the Catholic and Dissenting clergy. 

Pitt had now to learn that, in choosing a successor for 
the impracticable Thurlow, he had managed to find an 
even more treacherous colleague. Loughborough, as he 
sate at council with him, had already betrayed him. Dur- ; 
ing this month of September, while staying at Weymouth, 
the Chancellor had received a confidential letter from 
Pitt with reference to These different points, and had at 
once handed it to the King, .whose' prejudice .on/ tHs 
subject had already been revealed in. connection with .the 
Fitz^^dlliam episode. Thus- fortified, the Chancellor .at the 
Cabinet of the 30th of September proclaimed his' . virtuoiia . 
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hcrtipins. The question was adjournad for three niontJis, 
ciiiriri" wliicli time it was hoped that the grjrxi man 
woiikl reeorisider his objections and prepare a complete 
measure on tithes. Loughborough had no idea of thus 
wasting his time. Ho spent this interval in working on 
that, roral conscience of which he was the titular keeper, 
H(3 sought the congenial alliance of Auckland, a 'valuabic 
accomplice, not merely on account of remarkable powers 
of intrigue, but as brotlierdn-Iaw to Moore, Archbishop ol 
Canterbury. That prelate was now stirred by some 
occult, iiMspiration to address a letter of warni.ng to the 
King. Stuart, the primate of Ireland, was moved by 
simiiitaiiaoiis impulse to exert his ' pastoral influence on 
Ms sovereign. Pitt was undermined. His colleagues 
began mysteriously to fall away. Clia.tham and West* 
morland, ' Portland and Liverpool commen.ced to side 
against the Catholics in a Cabinet which had been sup- 
posed to be unanimous in their favour. 

, In January 1801 the- ndne was sprung.. At a lev^e 
in that month, -the King stormed audibly against the 
proposals,, W'Mch neither the First- Min,ister .nor .the 
Cabinet had laid before him. He sent Addington, the 
SpeJiker, to remonstrate with Pitt, who indeed could not 
liave failed to hear at once of the scene at Court. Pitt 
iiriinediately addressed a statement of his policy to the 
King, terideiing his instant resignation if he were not 
allowed .to bring forward, these difiereiit .plans- as 
Government measures. The. King in , reply begged him 
to reriiain and be silent Pitt .'-.at. once resigned, and the 
King with apparent anguish' acquiesced. 

The parting honour that he., awarded his minister is 
notable. He knew that it was "of .no use to offer Pitt 
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moner or ribbons or titte. : So be begao a letter ;ri 
fjiiii “ Is Ij dear. Pitt'*’.: a-cimiTiistancc sviiieh olirown e 
little light OB the 'character of both raeiL . 

The tiaiisactioii has brought bitter censure upon 
Pitt; it is not. easy to see why. What more could he 
dot What wards to Idngs, resignation is to min i stern : 
it is the ultima miio. He was, perhaps, open to miimm 
for not having himself prepared the King at an earlier 
stage of the proceedings lor the projected policy, instead 
r)f leaving it to others with a hostile bias.. But a 
i:i sinister vrho had served George III. for seveiitee:!! years, 
may be presumed' to have understood the King’s times 
and seasons better than any retrospective iiitelligeiica 
It must be remembered also that, after the adjoumment, 
ill September to promote miioii in the Cabinet, he was 
obliged to wait, in order to speak on behalf of a 'united' 
Govcninient. Fur'fcher, it may . well have been that, 
from his knowledge of the Ivixig, he thought that the,, 
best cban.ee of obtaining his consent was to lay before,.' 
him a completed ■ m.easiir6, a'od not a projected' 'policy. 
Nor could he fo,re.see the black betrayal of Loughbo, rough. 

It is not, however, necessary to divell . on' the charge : o,f , 
negligence, lor the real accusation is much ' graver ...than 
one of negligence ; it is one of treachety. The accusation, 
so .far as ft can be ascertained, (for it is .vag'aely and. 
dilliisely expressed), impozlis that Pitt held out hopes to 
'the Irish Catholics by which he secured their support to 
the Union, and that, instead of fulfilling these pledges, or 
doing Ills best to fulfil them, he resigned ; a mock resigria** 
tion which he endeavoured to recall. But when and 
how were these hopes held out 1 There is absolutely no 
trace of them — none, at least, of any Cabinet authority for 
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tliciiii. Corn Wallis and €astlere«gli were iriUeed strongly 
pro-Catliollc. What they did on their ,. ow’ii, resporisi- 
blllty is not Imowiij nor is it no\r in question. Biit 
the most recent and .the best informed of historians 
of the Union, and the most hostile to Pitt, expressly 
aciniits that : “It Is in the .first place quite clear tkifc the 
English Ministers did not give any definite pledge or 
promise that they would carry Catholic Eraancipatioii in 
the Imperial Pai:iia,ment, or make its triiimpli a matter 
^ of life and death to the Administration, On two points 
only did they expressly pledge themselvea The one 
was, that, as far as lay in thei.r power, they ivoiild exert 
the whole force of Government infiiieiiee to p,rev6nt the 
introduction of Catholics into a separate Irish Paiila- 
ment. The other was, that they would not permit any 
clause in the Union Act which might bar- the future 
entry of Catholics into the Imperial Parliament; and the 
fourth article of the Union accordingly stated, that the 
present oaths and declaration were retained only ‘ until 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom shall otherwise 
provide/ 

The actual hopes , held out were these. Castlereagh 
on returning from London in 1799, w^here he had gone 
to gather the sentiments of the Cabinet on the Catholic 
question, had ivritten to Cornwallis that ha was authorised 
to say that the opinion of the Cabinet ivas favourable to 
the principle of relief, though they did not ' .think it 
expedient to make any public promise or declaration to 
the Catholics, or any direct assurance to the Catholics ; 
but that Cornwallis would h^ justified, so far as the 
sentiments of the Cabinet were concerned, in soliciting 
their support. And, in his speech of the 5th of February 
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1800j Castlereagli had further said that ‘San arrangement 
for the clergy, both Catholic and Protestant Dissenters, 
had long been in the contemplation of His Majesty’s 
ministers.” These were the pledges — what was the per- 
fonnance ! That at the very first Cabinet, held after the 
passing of the Union Bill, Pitt produced his policy, which 
more than embodied them; that he urged it on Ms 
colleagues with all Ms influence ; that the King learned 
it surreptitiously, and opposed his veto to it; and that 
Pitt thereupon promptly and peremptorily resigned. 

It is difficult for the most acute critic to perceive 
'what more he could have done. It was impossible 
to convince or compel the King ; his mind was too fixed 
and his position too strong. But, it is urged that, 
had Pitt insisted, the King, who had given way to him 
before, would have given way to him again. The answer 
is simple ; he did insist, and the King did not give way, 
and would never have given ivay. For in this case, unlike 
the others, George III. was convinced that he would incur 
the personal guilt of perjury under his Coronation oath ; 
and he knew that he would be supported in his resist- 
ance by the gimt mass of his subjects. 

Under the strain of this agony, for it was no less, 
torn by the separation from. Pitt and by the pangs of 
his conscience, his mind once more gave way. The 
new ministry, ■ was already formed; and, so, „ clear , 
of all suspicion of interest,- Pitt allowed the / King’s;,, 
physician' to soothe .his old master’s shattered 'mind: 
by the assurance that the. Catholic question should., 
never more be raised by him 'in ■ the , -King’s , .lifetime. 
The promise 'was .natural;, George III . was, oI,d.,-,:aiid, ,- 
breaking., fast , (two' ' years later , he ' ' was , in , fact; : ,, at 
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felie point of rleatli); the promise would probabli' not 
loDg be opCKitive. But it has been insinuated that this 
was a mere renunciation on Pitt's part of a high principle 
In order to retain office ; and that he was only too glrifl 
to be rid of an embarrassing pledge by a resignation 
wiiicli he hoped in this way to recoJi. Those who take 
this soinewdiafc paltry view omit to state that Pitt's 
successor was appointed, that he himself declined to lift 
his finger to return to office, and promoted in every 
way the strength and efficiency of the G-ovemnient that- 
replaced him. 

Facts of this kind can of course be always dismissed 
by a knowing wink or a sarcastic smile. But it is not 
possible even thus to dismiss the letter written, late in 
December 1801, by Bishop Tomline. The Bishop tells 
his correspondent, with a groan, that he had just had a 
long conversation ’with Pitt ; who had told him that he 
looked forward to the time when he might carry Catholic 
Emancipation, and that he did not wish to take office 
again imless he could bring it forward. “Upon thn 
Catholic question our conversation was- less satisfactory. 
He certainly looks forward to the time when he may • 
carry that point, and I fear he does not wish to take 
office again, unless he could be permitted to bring it 
forward and to be properly supported." 

This, the striking- testimony of a most reluctant 
.witness , with regard to Pitt’s innermost views, . ten 
months after he had resigned and given his pledge 
to the King, must convince all those who are capable 
of conviction, that Pitt's Catholic policy and consequent 
resignation were not less steadfast and straightfonvard 
than the rest of his career. It seems also clear from 
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tin's signilicant narrative that/ Pittls promise/ to .the 
King was given under the 'persuasion that , the King 
had not long to live, though George III survived 
his great minister just fourteen years. . So .much 
for hiunan computation. On the other hand, if the 
.King’s death or madness could he attributed .to the. 
Catholic question, that reform would be indefinitely' 
postponed. If the mooting of the question renewed the 
Begency discussions or produced a Eegency, it would 
be too dearly bought. Compassion, natui*e, and policy 
pointed in the same direction. 

So obvious was the necessity of the pledge that Fox 
gave it at once and spontaneously on assuming office 
in 1806; though he had ten months before pressed the 
Catholic petition in a long speech, raising a fierce debate 
and division. “ I am detemiined,” he said, “ not to 
aimoy my sovereign by bringing it forward.” This 
promise on the part of Fox, after harassing his rival with 
the question a short time previously, has always been held 
to be venial, and perhaps chivalrous ; but, given by Pitt, 
it forms an item in this inscrutable impeachment. 

Another is this. The resignation was a sham, because 
Pitt urged his friends to join and support the new 
ministry. The reason, however, is obvious enough. 
We were at war, and the first necessity of that sfeite of 
things was to form the strongest possible government. It 
could not be strong, for the best men of Pitt’s Govern- 
ment were out of it, and the area of choice was in no mse 
extended. But it was the only posvsibla Government ; 
and as it was by Pitt’s act that the Government of the 
country was so weakened, a heavy responsibility lay 
on him. His critics appear to think it was his duty to 


:u 1 r 


FALL OF THB GOVB]llSr:^IE‘^T ; ' : 22!] 

have cIccLired war on tlie iiew- Adminlstratiori; to hare 
harassed it with' Gatliolic resolutions ; to have bidden lih 
friends bold aloof; and to have presented to France t.lie 
spectacle of a political chaos, of fierce faction fights for 
power at the momeiit of vital struggle -with a foreign 
enemy. Fox was impossible.- Ko sane ininister could 
have recommended as his successor in the midst of a 
war the fiercest ..opponent of that war, a leader of some 
fifty or sixty followers at the moment %vheii the most 
powerful Administration available was required, to. a 
monarch who less than tvfo years before had struck him 
off the Privy Council with his. own hand. Pitt could 
only be followed by a Government formed out of his own 
party,; one which he could support, putting the Catholic 
question aside. The choice lay between making Ms 
successors strong or weak. 'His- paramount duty was to 
the war, and he preferred to make them strong. It 
sui’ely requires a lively prejudice to blame him for this, 
and the mere formulation of the charge implies con- 
siderable ingenuity. As for Catholic Emancipation, that 
did not enter into the calculation ; for, if Pitt could not 
cany it at that time, it would have been mere folly 
for any one else to attempt it. We. may leave the whole 
transaction with the words in which Sir James Graham 
.admirably summed' it up; - **Mr. Pitt was prepared to do 
the right thing at the right moment : but genius gave 
way to madness; and two generations have in vain 
deplored the loss of an opportunity which will never 
return.” 

Addington, the new Prime, Minister, was a friend of 
the King^s, and a sort of foster brother of PitPs. The 
son of the respected family physician, who had prescribed 
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colchicum to the elder and port to tlie votinger Pitt.j 
Addington carried into politics the indefinable air of a 
village apothecary inspecting the tongue of the. State. 
His parts ware slender^ and his vanity prodigious. A 
month after Pitt’s resignation, but before he had given 
up the seals, some of his ardent followers, cognisant of 
■his pledge to the King on the Catholic question, 
attempted a negotiation to keep Mm in office. Among 
them was Canning, w'ho sang — 

Pitt is to Addington. 

As London is to Paddington. 

This was true, and the minimum of truth ; but Addingtoxs 
did not see the matter in that light. The emissaries 
found him happy and immovable. After a short tenure 
of high office, the holder almost invariably thinks himself 
admirably fitted for it. But this was a strong case. 
Addington had never held political office at all, not an 
Under Secretaryship, not a Lordship of the Treasury ; 
and yet, before he had even received the seals, he felt him- 
self a meet successor for Pitt. To c^oiinterbalance this 
deficiency in modesty, he had a handsome presence and 
warm family affections. It must also in fairness be kid 
to his credit that he W'as, Heaven knows why, the favourite 
minister of Kelson. AJl that can be advanced on his be- 
half has been forcibly urged in the valuable vindication 
which Dean Milman addressed to Sir George Lewis, 
But it amounts mainly to this, that many country gentle- 
men preferred him to Pitt, because he had bland manners, 
and because they were not^ oppressed by his intellectual 
superiority. It is lamentable to think that, if Pitt had 
to resign his powder, it should devolve on Addington and 
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not oii Fox to succeed liiin. It is, llo^yeve^, pleasant to 
know vlial Lciughborough received his due reward. The 
gads wore t.iken from him. Still the wretched m.-ui 
hung on. He continued to attend the Cabmct, until 
Addhigton was forced to tell him plainly to begone, 
lie continued to haunt the Court, with the result tluit 
on his death George III. composed this epitaph for 
him ; “ He has not left a greater knave behind him in 
my dominions.” 

Pitt’.s retirement from office lasted three years. His 
first duty, like that of most ex-ministers, was to examine 
his private affairs ; and, like most ex-ministers, with a 
distresssing re.sult. He was heavily in debt. He had to 
sell Hollwood. That Tusculum was heavily mortgaged, 
and realised little surplus. His distress became known ; 
for he was in danger of arre-st. It was proposed to ask 
Parliament for a grant. The merchants of London 
oQ'ered him a free gift of .£100,000. Pitt instantly put 
an end to such projects. He could not hold office again 
with the consciousness of such obligations. The Iving 
begged him to accept £30,000 from his Privy Piuse. 
Pitt, with some emotion, declined this offer also. Finally, 
he condescended to take a loan of some £1 2,000 f) om a 
few personal friends. This discharged the most clamant 
and petty creditors. But it left a heavy balance, and 
the loan was never paid off; for nearly all the con- 
tributors refused to include it in the debts paid by 
Parliament at Pitt’s death. And to the last day of his 
life executions were threatened and even levied in his 
house. 

This is not altogether a pleasant picture. He had 
enjoyed fully £10,000 a year for many years from 


his Farioiis offices altliougb. it is only lair to rcroenibe? 
til at at his death his salary as First Lord of the 
Treasury was no less than seven quarters in arrear. He 
had no expenses except those of homely hospitality. But 
his ideas of public and private finance difiered irideijr. 
Wc are told thatj when he could not pay his coaGhin.aker, 
he would order a new carriage, as an emollient measure. 
And so mth the other tradesmen. His household was a' 
den of thieves. While he watched over the Trea>siiry 
like Sully, he conducted his own affiiirs like Charles 
Surface, 

In other respects, this year redounded greatly to his 
credit. He not merely gave an ardent support to 
Addington, but conducted the negotiations for a peace. 
By this he pledged himself to the preparation and de- 
fence of a treaty, any honour from which would entirely 
benefit his successor, and of \vhich the blame only could 
devolve on himself: an episode surely rare in the 
annals of ex-ministers. 

The preliminary articles w-ere signed on the 1st of 
October 1801. We restored all the colonies that we bad 
taken, except Trinidad and Ceylon. We agreed to give up 
Malta to the Knights of St. John. The fisheries in New- 
foundland and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence were to bo. 
replaced on the same looting as before the wiir, Egypt, 
from which an expedition, despatched by Pitt, had driven 
the French just after Ms resignation, was given back to 
Timkey. In return, the French did little more than 
withdraw from Southern Italy, It was a treaty which 
could only be justified on the plea of imperious necessity. 
Much was conceded, for it was necessary to concede 
* See Appendix C 
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nmrli. A prolonged amis ticCj— for with Kapoleon ^ ^ 

could l>o little more,— was absolutely needed. At ^ 

rate, it was bailed by tbe public mtb rapture^ and 
greatly strengtlieiied Addington’s Admiiiistration. t 

Grerndlle and Witicihain were, bowever, furious. They ■ ■ ^ 

were joined by Spencer. Pitt’s following was ra,pidly ^ 

brcaHiig up. Already Auckland, wbo wais under every 
conceivable obligation to Pitt, and whose daughter Pitt 
, had nearly married, had snapped and yelped at the heels 
of the departing minister. The new Government, had suc- 
ceeded to Pitt’s majority, which they maintained at a 
general election in ,1802 he had, indeed, pressed all those 
whom he could influence to join or support the Adminis- 
tration. Consequently, Ms personal following consisted 
only of those adherents, such as Bose and Canning, who 
would not take Ms advice. 

The years of Pitt’s retirement were mainly spent at 
Walmer, with occasional excursions to London and Bath. 

From April 1802 to May 1803 he does not appear to 
have entered the House of - Commons. , In May 1802, he 
received the greatest compliment that has ever been paid 
to an English statesman. Sir Francis Biirdett had moved 
an indirect, and Nicliolls, the author of some paltry Recol- 
lections, a direct vote of censure on the late Government. 

Both were rejected by immense majorities. But such 
rejection did not satisfy the House ; . a mere negative was , , 
insufficient. By an overwhelming majority, against a 
mi?K>rity of 52, it was carried : That the Eight Hon. 

William Pitt has rendered great and important services 
to Ms country, and especially deserved the gratitude of 
this House,” And immediately afterwards, there took 
place that spontaneous celebration of Ms birthday, which 
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was repeated - for a lull geueratioa afterwards. It r/aa 
for that first banquet that Canning, composed the exc|iii- 
site verses, ‘*The Pilot that weathered the Storm.” 

Under, honours so unpara.llelecl, Pitt could well .remain' 
in contented, quiet at Walmer. That repose was greatly 
needed for his health, which, as has been seen, gave way 
ill 1798, and now continued slowly declining to the end. 
He who had been at work by nine had become a late 
riser ; he had ceased to answer letters ; and the visits to 
Bath, commenced in October 1802, became a frequent 
and periodical necessity. In September 1802 lie was 
again seriously ill. But Ms enjoyment of Walmer was 
intense. No “ disencumbered Atlas of the State ’’ ever 
returned to country life with a keener relish. Shooting, 
and laying out his grounds, and the society of a very 
few old friends were his main amusements, and perhaps 
he was equal to no more. But, in the summer of 1803, 
the apprehensions of a French invasion gave a novel 
employment to his active mind ; for he construed Ms 
office of Lord Warden in its ancient and most literal 
sense. In August of that year he raised and drilled a 
volunteer corps of 3000 men. Amid the derision of 
his enemies and the apprehensions of his friends, he 
spent Ms days in feverish activity, riding and reviewing 
and manceuvring along the coast committed officially 
to his charge.' ■ He - would not even go to London, unless 
the wind was in a quarter that prohibited a, hostile 
landing. 

Meanwhile, Addington and his colleagues drew their 
salaries with ' regularity, and, so long as peace lasted, 
there was no objection 'to_the process. ; Pitt, ■, indeed, 
pricked his ears af Addington^s budgets ;, ■,but . he had 
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promise.^ support as long as. ^ possible, and reniairieci 
Client ralber tliaii disapprove. ■ It was not, liowever, in 
fcho nature of things that these relations could con tfiuie. 
IJotli men were surrounded ' by friends, whose interest 
it was to .set them, against each other. Addington’s 
followers saw that they could only keep their places,, 
under his Adniinistration, and by the exclusion of Pitt. 
Pitt/s followers •were indignant that his post should he 
so inadequately filled. There were, moreover, little 
causes of irritatioip; want ..of zeal in defence,- Inspired 
pamphlets, the petty political smarts so easily in» 
flamed into blisters by the timely assistance of toadies. 
The Whigs of course stimulated Addington with extrava- 
gant ' eulogy to prevent his thinking of making way for 
Pitt ; and the minister purred under the process. 

When, however, it became clear that there was no 
possibility of preserving peace with Napoleon, all eyes, 
even Addington’s, instinctively turned to Pitt. Men, 
so diifcreiit as the Russian Ambassador and Wilberforce, 
spoke of ministers with undisguised contem,pt, ,^*Tiieir 
weakness is lamentable,” wrote tbe pbiianthropist. *SSi 
ce ministero dure, la Grande Bretagne ne durera pas,” 
remarked tbe more caustic Woronzow. In March 1803, 
Addington sent Dundas (become Lord Melville) to Pitt, 
to propose that be should enter tbe ministry. Lord 
Cbathaiu , was to be Prime Minister, — a ■ recognition o! 
primogeniture which may fairly be called extravagant ; 
Addington and Pitt joint Secretaries of State. Pitt, 
however, never learned the post destined for himself, 
for Melville never got so far. Already, no doubts 
sufficiently conscious of the absurdity of the proposition, 
he broke down at the beginning. Really,” said Pitt 
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vrith good-natured irony, “I had not the curiosity to 

ask what I was to be.” 

It was profoundly galling to Addington to aflmit 
that Pitt could be more than his equal, and might 
possibly be his superior. But under stress of circum- 
stance he went that length. In the ensuing month 
(April 1803) he renewed the negotiations in person. 
He offered the Premiership to Pitt ; who in exchange 
requested Addin^gton, with cruel ignorance or hecdlessness 
of the Prime Minister’s opinion of his own qualifications, 
to return to the Speakership, the duties of which he 
had so admirably discharged ; but, as the Speakership of 
the House of Commons was filled, he proposed to create a 
similar position for him in the House of Lords. Addington 
concealed his mortification ; but begged that Grenville, 
Spencer, and Windham should not be included in the 
new Cabinet, as they had spoken disrespectfully of 
himself. Pitt declined all exclusions. On this the 
negotiation broke off, and with it all friendly relations 
between the principals. 

In the succeeding month, war was declared against 
France, and a few days later Pitt resumed his attendance 
in the House of Commons to defend that measure. His 
reappearance created a. unique sensation. There were 
some 200 new members in the House of Commons who 
had never heard him; many of whom had never seen him. 
As he walked up to his seat, the feeling was irrepressible, 
and there was a cry of Pitt, Pitt,” as if proceeding from 
the very helplessness of showing emotion in any other 
%vay. Whitbread and Erskine w>'ere heard with im- 
patience, and then he rose, greeted with a renewed 
storm of acclamation. 



He spoke for two horn's. . and' a- Imlfj .and 
teriiiiiiation of Ms speech was receiTed ' with round 
upon round , of ■ enthiisiastic applause. But keen oM 
5ierrers noted mth pain his altered appearance and 
the sensible signs of , h,ls' weakened liealth. The House 
imniediately adjouraed. On the ■ succeeding night. Fox: 
delivered a speech of three hours -in reply, of which he 
says simply, The truth .is, it was' 'my best.”. There is 
little doubt that Pitt was at his best 'also, and that the 
fortunate members who sat in the House of Commou- 
on the 23d and 24tli of May 1803 heard the Mghes 
expression of English eloquence. During Pitt's speech, 
however, the reporters were unluckily excluded, and we 
have only a jejune abstract of Fox's. Our legr.et must 
be for ourselves and not for the orators : as few speeches 
which have produced an electrical effect on an audience 
can bear the imcoloured photography of a printed record. 

Some days afterwards, a vote of censure was 
on the ministry. Pitt interposed, and proposed that the 
House should proceed to the Orders of the Day, for he 
would not censure and could not defend. He found 
himself in a mortifying minoiity of 34 against 275, 
curious contrast to his triumph less than a fortnight 
before. The same motion was defeated in the House of 
Lords by 106 to 18. Such was the influence of the 
King ; for, in truth, Addington represented nothing else. 
The strange contrast was between the moral and the 
voting power. A few days before this last division, 
Fox had proposed to accept the mediation of Eussia. 
Hawkesbury, the Foreign Secretary, followed Mm and 
warmly opposed the proposition. Then Pitt rose and 
supported it. On which Hawkesbtiry at once assured 
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the House that the Government would readily, ag:ree to 
it., A month later, Addington brought ' fo,rwar(i a 
plan lor a , renewal of the income tax, which he had 
abolished on the conclusion of peace. On this Pitt 
moved an instruction, aimed at a distinction that Ad- 
dington had drawn between landed and funded property 
on the one hand, and all other forms of property on the 
other. Addington resisted this instruction with vigour ; 
sharp words passed between the minister and Ms prede- 
cessor; Pitt was beaten on a division by three to one. But 
the next day Addington came down to the House and 
accepted Pitt’s suggestion. ‘‘ His influence and authority 
in the House of Commons,” writes Eomilly, a strong 
opponent, ‘‘ exceed all belief. The Ministry seems in 
the House of Commons, in comparison with him, to be 
persons of no account.” 

In the session which began in November 1803, the 
predominance of Pitt was equally apparent. On the 
question of the Yolunteers he made some drastic pro- 
posals; and, the next evening, the Secretary at War 
brought in a Bill embodying them. But Ms relations 
to the Government were becoming more and more tense. 
He declined, however, to ally himself with others in 
opposition ; for he felt that' his position was unique and 
must be maintained free from unnecessary complications, 
Grenville, always more extreme in hostility, and anxious, 
some thought, to be independent of his late leader, 
entered into a definite alliance with Fox,' and ■ pressed 
Pitt to do the same. Pitt steadily refused. ' ' This was in.: 
January 1804, and was in fact the last; confidentM com- ■ 
munication that passed: between them ; for the. Inter* 
change of letters in May was of a very different character. 
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III Frjbrimrj 1S04- the King’s mind once more gnve 
\ray, Aleanwliile, Addington’s Alinistry was dim- wing 
steadily to an iirilamented end. He became pee.vi.di 
and irritable ; Ms majority began to weaver ; the Wliigs. 
lomierly so frien(il,y, openly ridiculed him; and bfs' 
Ckmcellorj with the i^rescience then inherent in the 
wTjolsacky prepared , for a change. In March, Eiclon 
sent a cominiiiiicatiori to Pitt, and they met. In the 
ensiling month Addington Mmself sent a message to 
Pitt, begging him to state through a comm.oii friend 
what could be done. Pitt haughtily replied that to the 
King alone, or to any person deputed by the King, \roiild 
he. make such a communication. This wslb .Addington’s 
last signal of distress; it occuiTed on. the ITth or 18th 
of April (1804). He now agreed to advise the Sovereign 
to commission Eldon to see Pitt. -On the 21sfc of April 
Pitt sent a long letter to the King, which wiis put into 
the royal hands on the 27th. By that time the division 
had taken place, which, was to end the Ministry. On the 
25tli of 'April, their majority had .shrunk to 37 “-a 
majority, which m.any administrations wmiild hail with 
pious ■ rapture, hut which betrayed so great a shrinkage 
as to convince' Addington that his position v^as untenable. 
On the 26th of April he communicated this decisio'n to the 
King, and on the 29'th to' Ms colleagues. They concurred ; 
and', on the 30th lldon called on Pitt, by the King’s 
orders, ,' to furnish a written scheme for a newOovern- 
men.t.' ' . V. 

In reply, Pitt urged the claims of. Pox. He had 
drawn up the scheme of a cabinet, on. a broad basis, 
which still exists In Ms autograph,.' .He was to hold 
the Treasury; but two out of the three Secretaryships of 
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•State were to be, made oror to Fox .and FitzwilJmiiij and 
Grey was to become Secretary at War, ivliile for Gmih 
villa be reserved the significant sinecure of Lord President. 
But be bad also formally stated in a letter to Melville,' 
dated on the 29tb of March 1804, that he could not force 
the King, recovering from an.' almost moi’tal malady^, 
mental and bodily, to take as ministers persons he had' so 
long proscribed. “From va^iou^s considerations, how- 
ever/’ he wrote, “ and still more from this last illness, I 
feel that a proposal to take into a share of his councils 
persons against whom he has long entertained such 
strong and natin-al objections ought never to be made 
to him, but in such a manner as to leave him a free 
option, and to convince him that if he cannot be sincerely 
convinced of its expediency there is not a wish to force 
it on him. I should therefore at the same time, let His 
Majesty understand distinctly, that if after considering 
the subject, he resolved to exclude the friends both 
of Mr. Fox and Lord Gren^dlle, but wished to call upon 
me to foim a government without them, I should be 
ready to do so, as well as I could, from among my 
own immediate friends, united with the most capable 
and unexceptionable persons of the present Government ; 
but of course excluding many of them, and above all, 
Addington himself, and Lord St. Vincent.” 

This passage has been given at length; because it 
succinctly defines Pitt’s position in Pitt’s own words. 
Once more his kindness for the aged King, slowly sinking 
into permanent darkening of sight and mind, was to 
prove a cruel obstacle in his path. The monarch hiia- 
sell received Pitt’s letter with cold displeasure; he 
answered it in a note which betrayed the lingering 
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iiifliieiice of iiieiital disease, in its violence and want rf 
courtesy. He at , once saw.. the weak joint in Pitt/s 
armour — the te.iiderness for- Mmself ; and luiiclly refir-eil 
to have any thing to do with Fox or GTenville ; tho mere 
proposal o,f their names was an insult. He even ignoml 
PittH request for a personal interview. He could not 
get oyer the separation from Addington; poiguiaut 
indeed . must hare been the parting between those 
cori,g(3nial mediocrities. 

At lasts hj the mteryentlon of Eldon, a meeting 
with the King was arranged. Tho SovereigUj who had 
passed liis foiiner minister without notice the year before, 
now received him with astute cordiality. But, when 
they came to discuss the formation of the new Govern* 
m.ent, they were both put on their mettle. The contest 
raged for three hours. ■ Never was Pitt more urgent ; 
he 'seems to have forgotten in the heat of argument the 
limitations which he had set himself in his letter to 
Dundas. But never w-m the King. more stubborn. The 
contest ended' in a compromise, which was in reality a 
victory for the sovereign. ■ Grenville was admitted, but 
Fox excluded, though it was conceded that Fox might 
receive a foreign embassy. ■ The monarch afterwards 
went so far as to say , that he should prefer clHl war to 
Mr, Fox. , But^ the exclusion of ' the one confederate 
entailed the exclusion of the other, and so the King 
■carried^ both points. 

The new Mirdster at once communicated the result to 
B'ox and CSreiiville. Their answers were characteristic. 
The lifelong enemy said that ha did not care for office, 
but he hoped that Ms friends would join Pitt, The 
lifelong friend, coEeague, and kinsman, persuaded Fox^g 
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friends to stand aloof, and stood aloof liimself. It 
was the finest moment' of Fox’s life, and not the most 

auspicious of G-renville’s. 

It . is fair to say that Grenville might well .. be. 
sensitive to the charge that would have been liroiight 
against him of having used Fox as a ladder to retnrri 
to power. But from this imputation he was released 
by Fox himself. The very objection urged against 
Addington’s Administration was that the crisis re- 
quired the strongest possible Administration. Gren- 
\dlle’s action rendered the new one deplorablj^ weak. 
Had he entered it with Fox’s friends, it would have been 
exceptionally powerful, — a ministry of all the talents 
save one; — and the admission of Fox himself must soon 
have followed. These considerations would make Gren- 
\ille’s action difficult to explain ; but there is another cir« 
cumstaiice which makes it wholly inexplicable. Exactly 
a year before, he had urged upon Pitt precisely the coui’se 
which he now resented, and which Pitt now proposed to 
adopt. At the end of March, or the beginning of Aprils 
1803, he w^ent down to see his former chief at Walmer ; 
and had a conversation or negotiation so elaborate that 
he himself %yi*ote out and preserved an account of it. 
“After this,” he says, “I suggested to Mr. Pitt the 
great advantage which, in my view of the state of the 
country, he would derive from endeavoimng to form a 
government on a still more extensive foundation than 
that of which he had spoken, and from trying the 
experiment of uniting in the public service, under cir- 
cumstances of extreme public danger as the present, the 
leading members, not of the three parties who had been 
in his view, but of all the four into which public men 
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were now divided. I stated the reasons I diad for 
believing that, with regal’d to the old Opposition, this 
might be done by including in his arrangement only 
Lord Moira and Grey, and perhaps Tierney (the latter 
in some office subordinate to the Cabinet), md that Foz 
would be cmtenied not to take any personal share in the gmiem- 
ment so farmed; and on a subsequent day . . I took 

occasion from that circumstance to renew this sugges- 
tion.” It is clear, then, that the plan of forming a 
Cabinet of all parties, excluding Fox, w^as so far from 
being repugnant to Grenville that it was his own pro- 
posal. It was supported by Fox’s own ■wishes; it was 
at the moment the only practicable method of forming 
an efficient Administration. GrenviUe, however, threw 
over his own plan, and put every possible obstacle in the 
path of his old chief, who the year before had refused 
the Premierehip at the price of Grenville’s exclusion. 
In this gloomy crisis of the fortunes of his country , he 
thought that the proper course was to hunt down the 
new Ministry with inveterate hostility, so that he might 
succeed it at the head of a mongi-el, dubious assortment of 
all the extremes of poUtics, and with the public m en whom 
he had most bitterly denounced. But Pitt was not to 
be cowed. “I will teach that proud man,” he said, 
“that in the soi'vico and with the confidence of the 
King I c-’in do without him, though I think my health 
such that it may cost me my life.” As indeed it did. 

It must also be borne in mind as one of Pitt’s gi’eatest 
difficulties that the inclusion of Fox would have been 
profoundly repugnant to his own followers both in 
Parliament and in the country.^ It would have been 
a coalition enough to try any faith. In Scotland Ihis 
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'feeling was strangely strong.- Notlimg ksss tbaii Pitt/s 
aiitliority could'-, bare restrained it. Nevertheless, lie 
persei^erecl again and again in attem'ptiiig to persuade 

the King to receive Fox. 

To a.E such efforts, however, if politics be mdcec! an 
affair of principle and not a gani,e to be played, there 
is an obviou-s limit. There is, nioreover, a point of 
honour involved. A minister may find it necessary to 
yield to political forces beyond his control, and to change 
his policy. In doing so, he may ask for the admission 
to office of the representatives of that policy. It is a 
very diflerent matter, however, for a minister pursuing 
consistently the policy which he has carried out for 
years, to demand, as an administrative necessity, the 
iiiclus,ion of his principal opponent in a Cabinet of which 
that opponent has been the inveterate enemy during its 
entire dmation; who has ciiticised and resisted its every 
measure, tooth and nail, in letter and substance, in sum 
and in detail Such a proceeding is lacking in common 
dignity and 'Common sense; It is a surrender m the 
present and a reproach to the past ; no hostile can 
carry a deeper condemnation than so self-inflicted: a 
blow. In an acute crisis, and for the pressing purpose 
of some sup.reine Juncture, such a sacrifice may be m.ade. 
But Pitt, who had 'admmiste,red Government for eight- 
teen -years, not. merely without Fox, but' under .the un- 
relenting fire' of Fox’s opposition, could hardly say in 
the nineteenth that he could no't and would not enter 
office without him. Such a declaration, carried to 
extremes, would have been a confession of previous 
error and present impotence that would have gone far t«3 
prove he was not fit to be a minister at all. 
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Bo began I’itfc’s Huiidrocl Days ; for his second Addniiii- 
tration can only be compared to that second liiuited 
reign of Xapoleon’s, after their triumphant dictatorships. 
His new Cabinet was deplorable. So null was it that 
it was called “the new Administration composed of 
William and Pitt”; for, though some of its members 
afterwards attained eminence under the shade of Pitt, 
they displayed no such promise. There was Melville 
indeed, but Melville was in the House of Lords ; and 
his intimacy with Pitt was much less close than in the 
fomrer Cabinet, presumably since he bad accepted a 
peerage from Addington and undertaken to be his 
emissary to Walmer. He was, moreover, to be the 
means of inflicting on his chief a mortal wound. 
There was Harrowby, who twice afterwards refused 
the Premiership; and Hawkeshury, who held it for 
fifteen years as Lord Liverpool; hut the first soon 
retired from illness, while the other had so far dis- 
played little promise, and was indeed something of a 
butt. Castloreagh was Pitt’s only Cabinet colleague 
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in tli 0 Hoiiso' of Commons, and he in debate was 
disastrous., ■ And there was of course the ordinary 
domestic furniture of Pitt’s cabi.nets ; the , Fo.rtiarid3 
and Montroses and Westmorlands, the Camdens and 
the. Mul, graves. 

Tbe,re was also Pitt’s hrother, Chatham, an underrated 
fi,gure. He was, no doubt, indolent and extravagant ; as 
a general, he was a conspicuous failure ; he was useless 
as the' head of a department; he had no trace of the 
oratorical abilities of his father or his brother ; but, 
as a minister in Cabinet, he was of singular value. 
Eldon, who was shrewd, and in such a matter neither 
paradoxical nor biassed, gave it as his deliberate opinion 
that the ablest, man I ever knew in the Cabinet was 
Lord Chatham. He sat apparently inattentive to what 
was going on, but when his turn came to deliver his 
opinion, he tolled over all the others.” As a wretched 
general, a wretched administrator, a mute senator, and 
yet a Cabinet minister, Chatham represented to the 
world a glaring example of Pitt’s partiality. They 
could not know those qualities of counsel that preserved 
him, as they have many indifferent orators, in the 
Cabinet. Men forget that judgment is at least as much 
wanted in a government as agile fence; that the pos- 
session of eloquence by no means implies the possession 
of the other requisites of government; and that, for 
instance, any minister “would prefer as a Cabinet col- 
league Godolphiu to St. John, or Althorp to Brougham. 
There have been orators like Pulteney, who have 
Bhrivelled at the first contact with power. There have 
been statesmen like Cromwell, who could not frame 
an intelligible sentence, Pitt’s second Government 
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Wiw entlowcd with neither a Cromwell nor a ?..l- 
tcney ; but, curiously enough, although so universally 
derided, it contained no less than four future^ Prime 
Ministers— -Portland, Perceval, Liverpool, and Canning 
Iwhile Harrowby might, had he chosen, have made 

“pitt took his scat in the House of Commons as Prime 
Minister on the 18th of May 1801. That same day lus 
supreme foe, the First Consul, wa.s proclmmed Emperor 
of the French. Shortly afterwards Living.ston, ^ the 
^Vmorican minister in Paris, escorted by Fox and Grey, 
brought Pitt a vague and diibiou-s overture for peace, 
which came to nothing. This was the last of the rare occa- 
sions on which Pitt and Fox met in the same room. Ihe 
Minister’s military and financial measures (the latter 
incliKling, as usual, another of the shocking demands of 
£500,000 to pay off debt on the civil list) he earned by 
miorities, varying from forty to fifty, in the same House 
which had furnished him in the previous session mth tUe 
modest contingent of thirty-three followers. The session 
closed without incident on the 31st of July. In the recess 
he continued to discharge his military duties; and, m view 
of the army that Napoleon had assembled at Loulogne 
for the invasion of England, no precaution could he 

political preoccupations were scarcely les.s urgent. 
He' resolved to gratify the King and 
parliamentary support by the admission of Addington 
Their mutual feelings were softened, and they returned 
to something of their early intimacy. Addington became 
Viscount Sidmouth and President of the Council. _ A 
place was also found in the Cabinet for his principal 




afiherentj that Earl of 'Bucldiighaiiisliire wlio had iiia.rriC'd 
Eleanor, Eden,. PitBs o.iilj loTe., Anotlier (loiiieistic 
Incident occiirredj wliich. was cnrioiis if not impo,rteii.t. 
The Arclihishop of Canteroiirj had long been cljing^ 
and Pitt was determined that his tutor, -secretary, and 
friend, Bishop Tomline of Lincoln, should he the next 
Primate. The King was equally determined that the 
succession should not fall to that too acquisitive prelate. 
Ha’viiig received early news of the Ai'chbishop’s death, 
George III. hiimed across to the Deanery at Windsor, the 
residence of Bishop Maimers Sutton. The Bishop was at 
dinner; and was informed that there was a pe,rsoii outside, 
who wished to see him and would not take a denial He 
went out and found the King, who had come to offer him, 
the Primacy. The business was settled in a moment, 
and at the front door ; the Sovereign went off chuckling 
at having outwitted Pitt. It is said, however, that. 


knowledge than on open rupture, which were then not 
uncommon, and which were rendered necessary by the 
multiplicity of occult policies and subterranean agree- 
ments then prevalent in Europe, The Britisli Ministry 
were aware that a secret alliance had been concluded 
between Spain and France, and determined to strike the 
first Mow. Fox, who had been silent for the last four 
years, and was to be silent ever afterwards on tlio 
question, thought fit now to urge complete Catholic Emari’ 
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cipaf joi) r-i pressing and inrHspensaljle ; ljut vas casii} ^ 

■Jyffatr d. I’he. Budget provided for enormous t>ptns( <. , 

It l>eeamo nccesi-ary to find forty-four millions for the 

current year. Tim army figured for eigliteon mi wns i«3 ?;> 

and a half, the navy for fourteen million.? and a la 

the Ordnance for close on five millions ; and fi' e mi 1' >113 

\?ere ta1<cii for probaMe subsidies, though litt e or 

none of this last sum was spent. To meet the.m 

estimates, Pitt proposed a new loan of twenty mi wn^. ^ 

Besides, therefore, continuing the exi.sting vrar tai..es, 

he had to find another million for interest. F^r t iis 

he principally relied, in the spirit of modem finance, 

on an increase in the death duties. 

The supreme event of the .session was the success 
ful attack upon Lord Melville. That statesman was 
now first Lord of the Admiralty, where he disphtyed 
his wonted vigour and ability. But he had prev»u.s j 

held for many years the office of Treasurer to the Aavy, 

to which, it was afterwards remarked, he had avaja 
clung with strange persistence. A commission of nava 
inquiry had been sitting for three years, and now pre- 
sented a report on Lord MehiUe’s conduct as Treasurer. 

It showed that his paymaster had used the ’ 
balances for his private purposes. Altliough the pu ic 
had not thereby sustained any loss, the Commissioners 
rightly visited this iiroceeding with the severest mnsuie. 

It was also admitted by Lord Melville that e w 
sometimes, as a confidential minister of the ^ i 
advanced monies from these balances for the purposes 
of secret service. The Opposition alleged that he haa 
used these sums to his own profit; hut of this c large 
there was never the slightest proof, nor in ee any 
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pro I laid! I ty. Still, .ho ' had sliown I'llamahle laxity in « 
riiattor which ' roqiiiras the nicest precision of scruple. 
Whitbread brought ■ forward in the House a scries of 
resolutions condemning Mehille’s conduct. Pitt would 
have wished to meet them ivith a negative. P>iit Ad- 
it iogtoii lulled Melville,' and would consent to no stronger 
aTueadiTient than a ■ reference to a Select Committee, 
'Even that motion was not carried. It was a case in 
^vliicli .tlie House of Commons vindicated its i'lide- 
pcndeiice. It passed beyond party leaders and party 
considerations, and sought unbiassed guidance. The 
speech of Wilberforce was, therefore, eagerly looked 
for ; he was one of Pitt’s dearest frie'iids, but one also 
wbo-m, ill a matter of public morals, friendship could 
not sway. As he rose, Pitt bent forward and fixed an 
eagle glance of inquiry upon him. Wilberforce felt 
all iliat that mute appeal implied, but did not waver. 
He declared that he must vote for Whitbread. Not 
in his Slave Trade triumph did he hold a prouder 
poBltiori. 

The numbers were equal The Speaker, as he 
aiiiioiiiicecP them, turned white as ' ashes, for the re-' 
spoiisibility of decision devolved 'upon him. After a 
painful silence of many minutes, he gave thc' casting 
vote against the Government. Then arose a shout and 
turbulence of \ictory such as this generation has once 
at least witnessed, when senators behaved like school- 
boys, and passion ran uncontrolled. There wore view- 
halloas. We have killed the fox,” shouted one sturdy 
sportsman mtk some confusion of idea. Pitt pressed 
his hat on his head, and it was seen that this was to 
conceal the tears trickling down his cheeks. Some 


uiisiannerly lyhlgs pressed up to see 'how lie bore Ms 
friend’s political death. But a little band of bis younger 
followers rallied, round binij and thus unconsciously 
encompassed he moTed out of the House. It was the 
greatest blow that he had ever received. Some have 
ascribed Ms death to 'UIm, and some to Austeiiite; but, 
if the mortal " Wound was triple, the first stab was the 
fall of Duridas. can get over Austeriitz,” he said 

to Husldsson at Bath, “ but we can never get over the 
Tenth Report.” 

Melville of course resigned at once. He was suc- 
ceeded by an octogenarian member of his board, Sir 
Charles Middleton. Addington, who wanted the place 
for one of his followers, retired in dudgeon ; and, though 
this difference was patched up, his secession was only 
deferred. After the Easter recess, the attack was re- 
newed. The report was referred to a Select Committee. 
Whitbread moved an address to the Crown, praying that 
Melville should be removed from the Privy Council. Pitt 
at first resisted ; but at the request of Melville himself 
erased his name before the motion could be put. As 
he made this announcement to the House he almost 
broke dowm. Traces of this emotion, hitherto so rare in 
him, were not, indeed, uncommon during the short re- 
mainder of his life. The report of the Committee was un- 
favourable, and, after Melville had addressed the House 
of Commons from the bar, an impeachment was resolved 
upon. He was ultimately acquitted, but the divisions 
on the question of impeachment, in which Addington’s 
friends voted strenuously against Pitt, produced Sid- 
mouth’s final resignation. An ex-premier is usually 
found, by any Cabinet in which he may, serve as an 
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' o!M:iiiiary memberj. to be a fleeting and dangeims liixiiry 
A cMiagton was BO exception to the rale. 

The fall , of .MelTille was cliMj felt in Scotlanci. 
There he had long reigiied sopremej with general popu- 
larity and good-nature, by the exercise of ' a double 
patronage. 'While he had Scotticised, India, he had 
orientalised Scotland, lie had imported into India a 
splendid staff of Scottish adminstrators ; he ' had im- 
ported into Scotland the absolutism of a Giiicowar or a 
Kizara. When he fell, the air was cleared, and men, 
woo had sat in darkness under Ms shadow, saw the light 
once more. 

The Prime Minister’s arrangements to supply the 
places of Siclmouth, Buckinghamshire, and Melville were 
only temporary. He still clung to the hope of inducing 
the King to consent to the admission of Fox and Gren- 
ville and their friends. With that object he set out for 
Weymouth, where for hours he urged upon his sovereign 
every plea and argument for such an arrangement. But 
the King was obstinate. It was not necessary, he said ; 
Pitt could do well enough without them. He knew, 
in fact, that in the last resort he could always rely on 
Pitt’s pride ; that Pitt would never resign on account of 
gathering difficulties or. hostile coalitions. But, had he 
yielded now, he might have saved Pitt’s life. ' With a 
melancholy foreboding, theMinister said, a fortnight before 
his death : “ I wish the King may not live to repent, and. 
sooner than he thinks, the rejection of'the advice .which'. 
I, pressed on him at .Weymouth.” For the . burden .fell., 
now solely on the enfeebled shoulders of the dying 
Premier: the brilliant chiefs of ■ opposition.. might.' have.' 
relieved him of m'uch. " .Ajs , it was, if ' ■ Pitt;,' .las ' the 
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goii't tor a Bose, there Is an end of ns/' 

And so it proved. 

The Minister was thus -.at ' baj, but never had he 
shown a richer conception or a greater energy of resource. 
He had deterniined to oppose to Kapoleon the solid 
barrier of the European concert.' ^ Eor that purpose he 
had been maturing a gigantic alliance, which should em- 
ploy the fleets and treasure of England, and the vastest 
armies that Russia, Prussia, and Austria could put into 
the field. He, commenced with Russia. On the litii 
of April 1804, a treaty was concluded at St. Petersburg. 
Five' hundred thousand men ■were to be arrayed against 
France. Great Britain was to contribute ships and men 
and money. On the 9th of August, Austria signified her 
adherence. This was the Third Coalition. Prussia, ruled 
by covetous incapacities, wavered; and w^as wavering 
when the Coalition was crushed. So she escaped that 
fall ; but a worse fate awaited her. 

At this moment (August 1805), : Napoleon was still 
bent .on striking a. mortal -blow .at- England. He o.iiIy 
.awaited, ,the fleet which 'was to give -him command,- 
;of the Channel for the fatal rivelve hours. 'Daily he 
gassed intensely , at the horizon, till the tidings came 
that, his admiral had retreated into -Cadiz. , There 
:Wa,s no time to be lost, for he was well: aw^are of the 
, new , league. He 'iiistantly moved his collected legions 
to Germany, The ' Em.pire which ..possessed the Arch- 
duke Cha.rles pref eiTed to oppose to him General Mack ; 
a strategist of unalloyed, incompe-tency, and unvaried 
faiiime. . In .: a few marches .Napoleon cut off Mack from 
..Austria, ' and' surrounded Mm at ■ Him ; and the first 
. event ., in,. , the , M.story of .' the Third Coalition was the 
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■absolute m^rende.r^ of ' thirty, tb.ousaiid of thoir choicest 
troops/ 

, '..This was on- the ■' 19 th, of October. At end^ of 
, Octobers and' in - the. first days of 'No Yemberj there wem 
rumours, . of it .in London. , Pitt almost pe,evis!i!y con- 
tradicted them,. ■ But on ■ Sundays the 3d of Novembeiv 
: came, a Dutch- paper,, which Pitt brought to 'Malmesbury 
to translate,, and which told the worst. He went away 
with. a look in -his ■face which never again left it. ^ But 
Ms spirit did not quail On the 5tli of November a 
■despatch was on its way to Vienna, in which' Pitt made a' 
supreme appeal to Austria not to flinch. He had. ah’eady, 
he said, sent Lord Harrowby to Berlin to urge . the early 
activity of the Prussian armies. There seems 'at present 
'eveiy .reason to hope, that this mission will be effectual. 

. . Great as have been the pecuniary e.fibrts wdiich His 
Majesty has made for the, common cause, he is ready still 
to extend them to'-such a farther amount as may enable 
-thos.e Powers to bring an active force of from two hundred 
ho. twm liuiidred"and fifty thousand men ; and His Majesty 
has no doubt of being enabled himself to augment his own 
active force t.. 'to not less than sixty thousand men.” 
With objects so paramount in view, with such vast' 
means in -reserve,, these efforts could not fail. And in a 
gloma'g , sen,tencej:so like one of Pitt’s perorations that 
one'., can. , almost hear his voice in it, he says that, even 
should the enemy- plant Ms standards on the walls of 
Vienna, he is sure ** that the antient spirit of Austria 
would still remain unshaken and undismayed ” ; and 
that Napoleon would still have to encounter the con- 
centrated energy of a great and loyal nation and the 
united efforts of powerful allies,” 


A few days afterwards, the news was eclipsed by the 
tidings of Trafalgar, Nelson had attacked with an 
inferior force the combined French and Spanish fleets, 
consisting of thirty -three ships of the line and seven 
frigates. Of these no less than twenty struck their 
flag. But even, this consummate achievement was over- 
bought by the death of EnglancFs gi-eatest warrior. It 
is for this reason, perhaps,, that Tra.falgar is inscribed, as a 
victory in the Museum of Aims at Madrid unto this day 

The nation was profoundly moved by the double 
intelligence, but triumph predominated. The Miiiister 
himself, once so equable, when roused at night to read 
the despatches so full of joy and sorrow, could not 
resume his rest. The day afterwards, he was present 
at the annual dinner of the Lord Mayor. The populace 
had forgotten Ulm, and could think only of Trafalgar. 
Once more, and for the last time, they received him with 
acclamations, and drew his chariot in triumph to the 
Guildhall. There his health was drunk as the saviour 
of Europe. Pitt replied in the noblest, the tersest, and 
the last of all of his speeches. It can here be given in its 
entirety. “ I return you many thanks for the honoin 
you have done me. But Europe is not to be saved by 
any single man. England has saved herself by her 
exertions, and will, as. I trust, .save Europe by her 
example.” That pageant was in some sort a State 
funeral, for he was never seen in public again. 

A month afterwards (December 7) he sot out for 
Bath. Austerlitz, the battle of the Emperors, had been 
fought on the 2d. One Emperor was in flight, the other 
sullenly sustained defeat ; their armies were scattered ; 
a peace was being negotiated ; amid the shattered rains 
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of tlie Coalitio'o, Pitt alone remained. .Eiili even In the 
wreck of Ms lifej ^ his intrepid foresiglit siirvivecL 
N'otliiiig, he said, but a war of patriotism, , a national 
war, could now save Europe, and that war should begin 
IE Spain. Melville and Ulm had borne heavily on Pitt ; 
Aiisfceriitz killed him. 

He was at Bath when he received the news* Tradi- 
tion says that he was looldiig at a picture gallery when 
he heard the furious gallop of a horse. “ That must be 
a courier,” he exclaimed, ^*with news for me.” When 
he had opened the packet he said, “Heavy news indeed,” 
and asked for brandy. He huiTiedly swallowed one or 
two drams ; had he not, says an eye-witness, he must 
have fainted. He then asked for a map, and desired to 
be left alone. 

He had gout flying about ; the shock of the tidings 
threw it back on some vital organ. From this day he 
shrank visibly. His weakness and emaciation were 
painful to witness. Still, he did not abate his high 
hopes, or Ms unconquerable spirit. He wrote cheerfully 
to Ms friends. He was better, but wanted’ strength ; 
Bath was of no further use ; he would , return to the 
house which he had hired at Putney— a mansion still 
existing, and locally known as “Bowling Green tlouse.^1 
There, in a spacious and sunny room, from which one may 
still look out on Pitt’s green lawns and avenue of limes, 
he was destined to die. On the 9th of January he set out 
home. So feeble.was he, that it took three days to compass 
the Journey. He arrived at Ms villa , on the 1 2th, As he 
entered it, his eye rested on the. map of Europe. “ Boll 
up that map,” he saidj “it will not be wanted these 
ten .years,”.- 


On tho 14t}3 4Telleslc5j, jiist* rfituriicd frorji his gvenx 
proconsiikte, had a long interview : the last, for no one 
again saw Pitt hut his immediate family, among whom 
Eose and Tomlirie may be incliideclj and bis physlciarr^. 
He fainted indeed, while Wellesley was in the room. 
That old frif3nd, felt it his duty on leaving Putney to go 
to Lord Grenville, and warn him that Pitt was at the 
point of death. Wellesley loinicl Mm drafting resolii- 
tions of, censui’e, and concerting the fiercest opposition, 
to the Minister. On. learning the new's G.renville broke 
into a passion of giief. It is difilciilt to test the tempera- 
ture of tears, but it is easy to believe that these were 
both bitter and sincere. 

Party . hostilities were .at once suspended. There 
was, indeed, nothing left to dgiit against. ’ Fox , dis- 
played' a generous emotion : “Mentem niortalla tangunt,” 
he said. The address to the Crown was agreed to, and 
the Plouse adjourned. As the Speaker and members 
we,re proceeding with this address to the palace on the 
23d (January 1806), they learned that Pitt had died oaHy 
that mornin,g. ' 

Froni' the' time, that ha saw Wellesley, he had 
gradually declined. He could take little or no nouiish- 
ment. Early on the morning of Wediiesday the 2 2d, 
Tomline had thought it his duty to warn Ms' old 
pupil that death was . imminent, and to ofler the last 
sacrament. Pitt declined, as he had not strength ; but 
he joined' earnestly in prayer, ' ■ He threw himself, he 
said,' on the .mercy of God, and' trusted that the innocence 
of .Ms life might plead for'Mm': 'the same thought which 
had solaced the last moments ', of the Emperor Julian 
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, 'He tiie,ii bade a solemn farewell to Hester Starifiopej r.'-ic 
iiiece who had kept house .for liiiii, and who was to 
develop so fi..erce . an' eccentricity.' To her lie gave his 
blessing; “Bear £oulj”1a6'saidy “I know she loves me,” 
All Wednesday night he was delirious. His wandering 
mi rid revolved.- round- the mission, of. Har.ro why, whom 
he had sentj -as' has been saidj to fix the fickle energies 
of the Gouit of Beiiiiiy -the last hope of Europe. He 
constantly asked the- 'direction of the wdncl. “East, 
that will, that will bring liiin quick/’ he miiriiiiireci 
At 'midnight the end -was near; at half-past four it 
came. A short time previously, with that ■ strange 
recovery which so often precedes death, he said with a 
clear voice, “ 0 my country ! how I leave my country ! 
After -that last . note of anguish he neither spoke nor 
moved again. 

A motion was at once brought forward to provide a 
State funeral, and a public monument in Westminster 
Abbey ; it was agreed- to' by 258 to 89 votes. - - Fox, in 
spile of a personal 'appeal from CTreiiville, deemed-' it his 
duty to oppose it. - Such an opposition was in the highest 
degree distasteful to a natoe eminently generous. But, 
after a paiiiamentaiy opposition of twenty years, he 
could not stultify himself by paying honour to Pitt -as 
an “excellent statesman.-’ Ho one can blame such a 
course, though abstention had been perhaps less painful - 
and more dignified. 

Ho had, however, an opportunity of showing the 
purity of the principle on which he proceeded. It was 
proposed to fote .£40,000 to pay Pitt’s debts, to award 
. ^ See ■ Appendix I>. , . , 


life pensions of twelve hundred a year to Lady Liesttr 
Staniiope, and of six hundred a year to each of her two 
sisters. “ Kever in my life,” said Fox, “ did I a 
vote with more satisfaction than I shall do this night 
in support of this motion.” No wonder such a man 
had such friends. 

A month after his death Pitt was kid in the AldiCj 
by Ms father’s side, amid a splendid pomp of public 
grief. The statue of the father,” said Wilherforce with 
fine feeling, seemed to look with consternation at the 
vault that was opening to receive his favourite son.” 
‘^What sepulchre,” exclaimed Wellesley, who was also 
present, “ embosoms the remains of so much; excellence 
and' so much glory f ” . 

The Ministry, as Eose had " predicted,' criimhled 
instantly to pieces. Hawdcesbiiry was content wdth the 
Oinqne Ports as his share of the great inheritfince. Port- 
land was not thought of. Castiereagh had the courage, 
but neither weight, nor standing, nor speaking power. 
The Sovereign appealed to them iii vain; they were 
unanimously of opinion that their headless body coiu 
tained no principle of vitality. The King, without 
hope or resource, succumbed helplessly to fate. So 
was formed the ministry of “all the Talents,” and, it 
may he added, all the incongruities. Fox and Addington, 
Grenville and the Lord Chief Justice of England, were 
the strange chiefs of this dubious fellowship. It is 
not now possible to discover the burning principles 
which had impelled these eminent men to fight Pitt 
to the death ; for they at once abandoned the Catholics, 
and proceeded with the war In any case, their 
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Aclniiiiistratioii, ' alter . an inglorious .year, camo to a 
guileless end. . Tlien succeeded a long, goveriirjieiit 
of wliicli Po-Ftland was the first nominal head ; ; and 
twenty years of much glory without, and utter dark- 
ness within. . “ 


CIIAPTEE XV 

CHAEACTER AND POSITION OF PITT 

So passed Pitt. Cromwell and Napoleon yielded 
their breath amidst storms and tempests ; but no iiatui*al 
conYiilsion could equal the political cyclone that raged 
round that lonely bed at Putney. All Europe lay at 
the feet of the enemy. The monarchs whom Pitt had 
leagued together in a supreme alliance were engaged 
either in negotiation or in retreat. The Prussian ministers 
ready for either event, had also hurried to the con- 
queror’s tent to secure his friendship and a share of the 
spoil. There was not the vestige of a barrier to oppose 
the universal domination of Napoleon, but the snows of 
Eiissia. and the British Channel. Well might Pitt, in a 
moment of despair, roll up the map of Eimope. 

At., home his prospects were no brighter. He had 
to. meet , Parliament, with Trafalgar indeed to his 
credit,, but with Nelson dead ; with Ulm and Austerlitz 
as the, .result of his continental combinations; with a 
scanty and disheartened following. . Arrayed against 
Mm, and thirsting for his .overthrow, were^ the legions 
of Fox and Grenville, and the domestic circle of Adding- 
ton. His friends had 'no conception .of any resource 
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that coiiM mre ■ Mm. '■ Rose , aod Long coinpcted in 
clisBiay. Pitfc, li.oweYer, 'did.iiot seem greatly to trouble 
hiiiiself. He bad defeated a ■ more formidable coalition 
before^ and *' he . believed in himself. His calculation 
i?as probably right. With health he would have 
maintained ' himself. His last reception in the city 
sho-wed, that he had preserved or r6gai,ried iiis popularity 
witli the people at large. He had a working Biajority 
in Parliament. And though bis colleagues of the 
Cabinet were flaccid and null, he had a boiiiidlesa 
resource in Canning, Ms political son and political 
heir. Fox v/as not to live long ; and, after his death, 
even had Pitt once more failed to induce the King to 
receive him- as a minister, the long desired Administra- 
tion of all the capacities must have been formed. 

Of the private life of Pitt there is not much to be 
said. There are constant attestations of his personal 
fascination in that intimate and familiar intercourse 
wMch was the only kind of society that he enjoyed. 
He seems to have liked- that country house life, which is 
the -special gi’ace of England; we find Mm visiting' at, 
Longleat and -Stowe, at Wycombe and Dropmore, at, 
Cirencester and Wildetaess, at Buckden and . Short 
Grove, at the villas of Hawkesbury, and Rose, and Long, 
anrl Dundas, and Addington. Here w© find him indulg- 
ing — proh puclor — in a game of cards; ‘‘Pope Joan’^ 
and Speculation or Commerce, now relegated to children. 
In all these societies he seems to have left hut one un- 
favourable impression. A high-born spinster, who met 
him at Dropmore, says : “ I was disappointed in that 
tumed-np nose, and in that countenance in which it was 
impossible to find any indication of the mind, and in 
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iljat person which -vas so deficient in dlprdty iliat lie 
liad iiardly tlie air of a geiitleman. if not tropes, I fully 
^ expected the dictunis of Tvisdom each time iiiut lie 
opened Ms moiitli. From, what I then heard and saw j 
sboiild say tlmt. month was 'made for 'aating.'’ ' ■ This is a 
yharsii judgment. On the other hand, one of the choicest 
ladies of the French aristocracy, who. met Mm during the 
; :EevoIiitioii, expressed her delight- in' his.giaTe anci lofty 
coimtesy, and long ' recalled the patient pleasure witli. 
which he heard French books read aloud. . To the purity ol 
Ms French she also paid a tribute. Butler records that 
Ms talk w*as Msdn^itiiig, full of animation and playfulness. 
Pitt said ol Buckingham .that he possessed the condesceii-- 
sion of pride. It was said of his manners i.n society, 
that die possessed the .talent, of condescension,; than 
which,, if it means that he. made co.ndes.censioii tolerable, 
there is perhaps none more ..rare. 

Curiously enough, he seems to .haye preserved hia 
boyish spirits, to the end. . Miss Wynn when, she met 
him -at.Dropmore, and the crude portrait just quoted, 
records the competition of unearthly howls raised by Pitt 
and the other assembled statesmen chasing a bird out of 
the drawing-room, which distui;bed her rest and possibly 
gave her an iinfavoiirable bias. And Sir William 
: Napier, who as a young ensign first knew. Pitt in 1804, 
has recorded the romp when he and the young Stair 
hopes and Lady Hester succeeded in blacking the Prime 
Minister’s face with a burned cork. The straggle was 
interrupted by the. arrival of Hairkesbury and Castle- 
reagh ; and Napier graphically records the change that 
came over .their ■ playfellow as- he received them; how 
the “tall, ungainly, bony figure seemed to grow to the 
ceiling,” 'while the Secretaries of State bent like willows 
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bc'f{n“6 ■ Fem%. witlioijt tliese' ' test-iirio?'i.ie,% would 

loive suspected Pitt of being, addicted to those spo.rts 
kiiown to the. present generation as ^*bear-;riglitsd’ Ihit 
it is ' certain that Bothing could be more easy and 
familiar than the footing of that little set of peopli3 'with 
wlioKi he habitually li red, and wiio seem to have been , 
known among ■ themselves as “ the- .firm or the. gaiigd^ 

^ His' friendship, altlioiigh, like all W’'ortliy friendship, 
not lavislil? given, was singularlj/' warm and was entliiisi- 
asticviilly returned. Hotliiiig in history is iii.ore creditable 
and interesting than his aiiectio 2 iateaiidiifeioiigin.ti.m.acy 
wi'th ’Wil.berforce,so widely diileringfrom him in Ills views 
of life. Hardened pjoliti clans such as Eose and Fam- 
bo,rc>ugh. were softened by their intercourse with him, 
and cherished his memory to the end of their lives witli 
something .of religious adoration. This indeed was the 
posthumous feeling which he seems to have inspired more 
than any other person in. his'tory. Even Sidmouth, who 
had loved him. little d'ari.ng the last lustre of Ms life,' 
shared this, and boasted that he had destroyed every 
letter of FitPs vchich could cause the slightest detriment 
to Pi tPs reputation. Canning, Pitt loved as a son. There 
is nothing more hura.an in PitPs life than the account of 
liis a'ffectionate solicitude and absorptio'a at Canning’s 
marriage. Canning’s love for Pitt was something com* ■ 
binecl of the sentiments of a son, a friend,: and a disciple. 

The usual epithet applied to- him is haughty.^’ A 
truer light is thrown by the conversation which is 
recorded to have taken place as to the quality ' most 
required in a Prime Minister. While one said EIo- 
qiiGiice, another Knowledge,, and another . Toil, Pitt 
Patience. Eose in a close intimacy,' private and ' 
©.filckl, of twenty years, 'never once saw him out "of temper' . . ■ 
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; His family aftections were; wami' and constant. ITis 
letters to liis niotlier are 'pleasant to read ; lie was indeed 
tlie most diitifiii of sons. His grief at the death of hu 
favourite sister, Lady Harriet, and her . husband, Mr. Eliot, 

■ was beyond description. His kindness to his oppressed 
^ nephews and' nieces, the Stanhopes, was constant and ex- 
treme ; the father ivlio harassed them had long quarrelletl 
with him. It was truly remarked that he nnseltlshly made 
a great sacrifice and cheerfully ran a great risk, when, after 
a life of bachelorhood, he took his niece Hester to .keep 
house for him. She led him an uneasy life with her terrible 
frankness of speech ; but he bore ail with composure, .and 
she repaid him with the rare devotion of that vain, petulant' 
nature, which fretted of? into something like insanity. 

Once, and once only, he formed an attachment wdiich 
might have led to marriage ; ^ though he .liked ivomenbs 
society, and is even said to have drunk a toast out of the 
shoe of a famous Devonshire beauty. But in 1706 his 
feeling for Eleanor Eden, the eldest daughter of Lord 
Auckland, went so far that he wrote to her father to 
declare his affection, but to avow that circumstances, 
which, howmver, he did not specify, made it necessary fo.r 
him to renounce any idea of marriage. ' The obstacles, he 
declared,' were decisive and . insurmountable. Auckland 
reluctantly concurred, but urged that as a mark of good 
'feeling he should receive the Privy Seal To -this sugges- 
tion Pitt did not listen. He broke off his relations with 
the Eden family; a privation which he ■ sensibly felt. 
Two years afterwards the young . lady ' married Lord 
Hobart, afterwunds Lord Buckinghamshire, Lady Hester 
said that this nearly broke^ Pitt's heart ;■ but Lady Hester's 
statements do not impress 'one witL conviction. . Lord 
Holland, also an indifferent authority on this subject, 
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afterwards Ladj' Dalrymple Hamilton. Eiit trio re 
seems no lurtlier confirniatioB- of tills statement lUm- 
mm\ tliougli 'wa canBOt imagin,e a niaiTied idit more 
tliaii a married Pope, it is ■ clear that he did seriously 
contemplate the married state; and ■ cjiiics . may remarl: ^ 
with a smile that he afterwards showed a certain cli^ilike 
of Lord BiicMnghamsMre, and a reluctance to admit ■ 
hiixi to the Cabinet; though other reasons might well 
account for 

His life was pure; .in an age of eager scandal it was 
bejoiicl reproach. There was, indeed, Tfitliin ,li?iTig 
recoilection -a doorkeeper of the House of Coronions 
who from some chance resemblance was said to be ■ his 
son; but Pitt’s features, ’^rithout the intellect and majesty 
\Hiich gave them life, lend themselves easily to chance 
resemblance and ignoble comparison. Wraxall Hnta 
at a licentious amour ; but even Wraxall expresses his 
scepticism. The . austerity of ■ bis morals inspired manj^ * 
indecorous epigrams, but also a real reverence. 

His one weakness, ■ it is said, was for port wine. 
We have seen that he was reared on port from his 
childhood; and, when he arrived at man’s estate, he 
was accustomed to consume a quantity siii’prising in 
those days, and incredible in these. The habits of that ' 
time were conHvial ; , but- it is not till Pitt’s health* was 
broken that the wine which, he took seems to have had 
more effect on Mm- than a ' like measure of lemonade. 
Bishop Tomline has left a memorandum stating that never 
before 1798 did ha see Pitt the least affected by wine, 
Addington, w'hen questioned on this point, declared 
that Mr. Pitt liked a glass of port very well, and a 
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bottle better. SometimeSj indeed, the Speaker, who 
himself was decorously convivial, had to stop the sii|> 
plies and say, “Now, Pitt, yoti shall not have another 
drop ; ” though Pittas eloquence would usually extract 
... another , bottle. Addington, 'however, averred that 
• .never had die seen Pitt take too much- when he inui any- 
thing to do, except once when he was called from table 
to answer an uiiex|3eeted attack ' in the House of Com- 
mons. It was then so clear that he was under the 
influence of wine as to distress his friends. One of 
the clerks of the House was, indeed, made ill by it ; he 
had a violent headache. “ An excellent arrangement,” 
remarked Pitt; “I have the wine, and he has the 
headache.” 

We read of hard drinking at the Duchess of Gordords; 
of Thiirlow, Pitt, and Dundas galloping home, after a 
dinner at old JenMnson^ through a turnpike, the keeper 
of which, in default of payment, discharged his blunder- 
buss at them; and of Stothard, the painter, being told 
Dy an innkeeper, as Pitt and Dundas rode ofl, “I donk 
care who they are, but one of those gentlemen drank four, 
and the other three bottles of port last night.” But all 
this must be judged ])y the habits of that time and not of 
ours ; — when Scottish judges sat on the bench ‘with their 
stoiip beside them ; when at least one Viceroy of Ireland 
could die of drink ; when Fox and Norfolk vroukl after a 
debate get through a great deal of wine, (and what this 
last meant by a great deal it is scarcely possible to com- 
pute) ; when the English clergy are said to have considered 
their cellars more than their churches; when a great 
Scottish patron only stipulated , that the ministers whom 
he chose should be “ good-natured in their drink ” ; when 
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a riiliversity ■ coBimoii rooBi : could cmly be faced by :i 
seasoned toper ; when. Lord Eldon and bis brotluir could 
drink .'iny given . :qnaiitity . of port. It is hardly con- ' 
ecirable. If Pitt had been guilty of habitual excess, 
that Wilberforce should have been his constant host or 
guest at dinner. There is, however, little doubt that, * 
if he dined Tfith a party now', it would be tliouglit that 
ho drank a good deal ; and, while the Tories said that he 
died of a p;:ifcriot’s broken' heart, the Whigs averred 
that lie died of port. But in this, as in so much else, 
it must be constantly reiterated that he must be 
Judged by the temper of his owm times and not of ours. 

He was tall and slender in appearance. The early 
portraits by Gainsborough represent a face of singular 
sweetness and charm ; the last portrait by Lawrence, 
who only saw him a few weeks or months before. his 
death, represents a figure of' rare majesty, with powdered 
hair. His hair, hoTvever, was untouched by time ; it re- 
inained to the last of a chestnut hue, without a suspicion of 
gray. So much one gathers from a lock cut O'ff by Bishop 
Tomiine on the day of PitPs death, which survives in an 
envelope which still contains the powder. Of this picture 
a replica was painted for the King, and hangs in the great , 
Gallery at Windsor. One ■who had sat with him in Parlia- 
ment, and who survived until 'this generation, said that' 
he had a port-wine complexion, but the most brilliant 
eye ever seen in a human face much the same descrip- 
tion as is given of Sheridan^s appearance. Hoppner, who 
painted Pitt from the life for his colleague Mulgrave in 
1S05, gives him tints of this kind; as Wilberforce said, on 
seeing HoppnePs- portrait, “Plis face anxious, diseased, 
reddened with wine, and soured and irritated by dis- 
appointments. Poor fellow, how unlike my youthful 
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Pitt !” ■ Pox said that lie could see no indications even 
of sense in ■ Pitt’s face — “did you not know wliafc 
he is you would not discover any.” . G-rey ■ tii ought 
otherwise; but Wraxall agi’ees wn*.th Fox. “It was 
not till Pitt’s eye lent animation to Ms other features^ 
wMch ivere in tliemselves. tame,” says Wraxall, “that- 
they lighted up and ' became strongly , intelligent. 

. . , In his manners, Pitt, if not repulsive, was cold, 
stiii and vdthoiit sincerity and amenity. He ii.ever 
seemed to invite approach, or to encourage acquaintance. 
.. , From the instant that Pitt entered the doorway 
of the House of Commons he advanced up the floor with 
a quick and firm step, his head erect and thrown back, 
looking. neither to the right nor to the left; nor favouring 
with a nod or a glance any of the individuals seated 
on either side, among 'whom many who possessed five 
thousand pounds a year would have been gratified even 
by so slight a mark of attention. _It was not thus that 
Lord North or Fox tx^eated Parliament.” His nose, 
said Eomney, was turned up at all marikind. How 
many a vote he and Peel and Lord John Eussell may 
have lost by this shy self-concentration of demeanour, or 
how many have been gained . by the sunny manner 
of. Palmerston, or the genial face -memory of -Henry 
Olay, must remain a permanent. problem for the student 
of politics. and man. 

His action as a speaker, that might have been sup- 
posed to resemble the. majestic, .stateliness which a 
later generation admired in „ Lord Grey, was vehement 
and ungraceM, sawing- the ’ air . wdth windmill arms, 
sometimes almost touching the, -ground. Unfriendly 
critics said that Ms voice sound6d,/as'-if.he had worsted 
in his mouth ; but the generxd-. testimony is that it was 
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rich aorl soBoroiis. ; Fox ■ neyer- ased notes, and J?itt 
rareiy ; a specimen of' -these is given by Lord Stanhope, 

His eloquence must have greatly resembled that with 
which Mr, Gladstone has fascinated two generations, not 
merely in peEucid and sparkling statement, but In those 
rolling and interiiiinable sentences, wdiicli come thunder- ^ ♦ 

ing ill mighty succession like the x4tlaiitic waves on the 
Biscayan coast,— -sentences, which other men • have ' 

“ neither the imderstanding to form nor the vigour to ' 
utter.” It seems, however, to have lacked the variety: 
and the melody ; the modulation of mood, expression, 
and tone, wMch lend such enchantment to the longest' 
eflbrts on the least attractive subjects of' Ms gi*eat 
successor, 

“To Pitt’s speeches,” says a contemporary by no ',', 
means prejudiced in his favour, “nothing seemed 
wanting, yet there was .no redundancy. , He seemed as-, 
by intuition to hit the precise point, where, having 
attained his object as far as eloquence could effect it, he 
sat down.” This .-is high praise, indeed; but it' can 
hardly be believed that Pitt was never open to the 
chai-ge of dihuseness. In those days the leader stood , 
forth as the champion of Ms party, and stated every 
argument in a speech of exhaustive length ; private 
members had little to do but to cheer. It w^as, how- 
ever, calculated as an almost certain matter of propor- 
tion that, if Fox were three hours on his legs, the reply 
of Pitt would not exceed two, Butler says, not untruly, 
that, as Pox was verbose by his repetitions, so was Pitt 
by his amplihcations, ISTeither had before Mm the terror 
of the verbatim report, and the coming spectre of that 
daily paper in which the evening’s speaking bears so ill 
the morning’s reading. Had it been otherwise, they 
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rmist liave cviijclescended to eonipresslon ; and pmPaltly 
to those notes wMcli' guide: and restrain nrgiinie'iit, 
Sberidaii, iiideecl, said, of Pitt that his bmhi onij worlred 
when Ms toitgiie ¥/aa ' set ' agoing, like some machines 
that are set in motion bj a pemliiluia or some Giicli 
tMiig; blit this opinion hears, the stamp of a certain 
envy, of PitPs ready and- sporifcaneous - -liow of speech, 
felt by one to whom laborions . and even verbal pre|)j.ira» 
tiori was necessary. 

Lord Aberdeen, who was Pitt’s ward and had litiard all 
three, preferred the oratory of Caiming to that of eitlie;r 
Pitt or Pox. Sheridan made a more famous speech than 
either. ■" But no criticism can now affect Pitt’s place as- an 
orator. . Wilberforce, himself no mean orator, writing in 
1825 spoke of the brilliancy of the speaking at that time, 
wherj. Brougham and Canning and Piunket were at their 
best, , but said also that it was on a distinctly lower 
level than, that of Pitt and Fo,x. . The stupefaction 
produced by Pitt’s Slave Trade speech on the greatest 
minds of the Opposition- has.; already been recorded; 
Dudley, the most fastidious of judges, breaks into 
enthusiasm in speaking of Mm. Fox did not seek 
to disguise his admiration. He .said that, although he 
himself was never in want of wmrds, Pitt was never 
without the best words possiliie. His diction, indeed, 
was liis strongest point. Plis power of clear logical 
statement, so built up as to be an argument in itself, 
was another. And as a constant weapon, too often 
used, he had an endless command of freezing, bitter, 
scornful sarcasm, “wMch tortured to loadness.” This 
gave him a curious ascendancy over the waim and brih 
iiant iiatimes of Erskine and Sheridan, over whom he 
seemed to exercise a sort ol fascination of feeiTor. Wg 


272 


PITT 


C‘irA!‘* 


can scarcely conceive ^ an assemblj in wliich there were 
greater orators than Ersldne, Windliam^ Sheridarij Grey^ 
and even Bui'ke. But all contemporaries placed Pitt and 
Fox on a level apart. This alone enables us to coiiipiite 
their genius. And when we consider their generation .and 
those that preceded, we cannot but arrive at the belief , 
that, eloquence and stenogiaphy are not of congeiiial ' 
grovdh ; and that in an inverse ratio, as the art of report- ■; 
ing improves, the art of oratory declines. 

It is said that Pitt did not read much, or care to talk 
about books. It is probable that he had no time to 
keep abreast of modern literature, though we know that 
he delighted in Scott. But we possess a givaphic account 
of the little sitting-dining-room at HGllwood, with the 
long easy chair .on which the -weary mi.mster would 
throw himself, below" the hanging shelf of volumes, 
among which a thumbed and dog-eared ■•Ti.rgil wms 
specially paramount. His rooms at Hollwood' and' 

Walmer, says one of his friends, were strewn with 
Latin and Greek classics. Lord 6re,Gville, a consum- 
mate jfidge, declared that Pitt was the best Greek scholar 
he ever conversed with. He was, adds Wellesley, ' 
as complete a master of all English literature as lia 
undoubtedly was. of the English langi.iage. He es- 
pecially loved Shakespeare . and Milton, and recited , 
with exquisite feeling the finer passages of Par aim 
Lost It is unnecessary to multiply testimony of this , , ' 
kind. But it is also, somewhat unexpectedly, recorded' 
that he relished the Adventures of Telewmhusf./md 
especially enjoyed the speeches of the dreary Mentor 
in that too .didactic tale. His -ivell-known : anxiety to ' 
possess a speech of Boiingbroke^s seems to.have arisen.,'' 
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from curiosity as to &u ovdior so tkiii 

from any peculiar admiration of Ms style. He ceiisidercd, 
wo are toldj OH Bias the best of all aovds. 

All this does not ■ amount to., .much.- Few; PriiiiC 
Mi,msters are able to-.giye.imich .time-to literature^ w'heii 
in office ; espedally at a period wlieii rai intemiiifihle 
dinner took up all the leisure that could be sriatclied from 
work. As an author he did little ;- his' collected works 
would scarcely fill a pairiphlet. 'Dnrmg his last, 'st.ay at 
Bath two of his colleagues committed a crime '^vonhy of 
the lo'west circle of the Infermhy Bmding him their poe'iiis 
to correct. Wha-t, perhaps, was Tenial in Canning 'was 
iinpardoi.ia]}Ie i,!i lliilgrave ; but it shows that liewris con- 
sidered as great an authority in literatui'e as in po,litics. 
Of Ms own poetic faculty nothi.ng re-mains but the c],iibioiis 
reputation of having contributed -averse to. the 
versity of G!-ottingea’'*; two couplets 'which he bestowed 
on Mulgrave, and of •which it suffices to say that the}’ 
are '.not to be distiiigmshed - from MiilgravFs own; a 
translation of an ode of Horace ; and some liiii^s not 
less' insignificant. They are on . the same level as the 
stanzas which, we unluckily - possess of Ghathain^s. In 
prose' we have only the political articles w'hich he wrote 
for the AfdHJacoUny of which those on. Fina'iiee in 
Numbers II.', Ill, XIL, ,XXV., as w^eli as the Eevieir 
of the Session in XXXV., are by Mm. At least Canning 
has so ascribed them, in his owm handwriting, in his owm 
;copy. , 

He has been loudly blamed for Ms inse:n.sibility to 
literary merit; so far, at least, as such sensibility is 
shown by distribution of the funds and patronage of 
the Grown. "We do not know what were his principlen 
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tih to such mattersj lor .dmiBg hwtwmty years of govei’ii 
meiit 1,16 waSj' though assailed by Mathias aTid Moiitagiij 
never taken 'to ■ task in-.' Parliament cn that siiljjoet. 
This faetj while it deprives. us of Ms expltoatioiij tliroivs 
so remarkable ,'a' light .. on ' contein.|}C)rary opinion as 
possibly to illustrate his own. . If lie was convinced that * 
literature, like war. thrived best upon subsidy ^ he ivas 
culpable indeed .. But it is conceivably possible that lie 
may have- tlioiiglit diderentlj. He may have lielioved 
• that money, does not brace but relax the eii8i*gies of 
literature; 'that-morc Mltons have reraaiiiecl. mute and 
inglorious under the siihbcation of vfealthj than under 
the frosts of penury ; thak, in a word, half the best ' 
literature of the world has been produced l}y d.uiis. ' 
Pensionless poetry may at least bear comparison with ' ■ 
that wMch has' floimshed iipoii^ bounties. Under the 
chili rays of Pitt, we had Burns, Wordsworth, Cowper, 
Southey, Scott, Coleridge, Canning, Crabbe, Joanim 
Baillie, Eogers ; and even under the tropical effusion of 
twelve liiindred a year, dispensed in heat-drops of fifty . 
or a hundred pounds- apiece, we have ■ had notMng coii- 
spicuous .17 superior. It is not easy at any rate to cite 
the names, of many- eminent men of letters, who have 
received material assistance from the State since the 
time of Pitt. Hook and Moore had :■ reason even to 
curse, the ill-judged bounty .of- their country, and yet 
they were provided with lucrative offices. Nothing, 
Pitt may have thought, is so difficult as for a Parlia- 
.mentary Government to encourage literature, . :J.t '.:naay 
begin by encouraging a Shakespeare, but it is far more 
likely to discover a Pye. You start with a geniua 
and end with a Job. Apart from these arguments, a 
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aiore practical and pressing plea can be urged for Phi\ 
Govermueiit then rested large! j. on patrcmage— lie Tivcd 
in that respect from hand to mouth p' ancl, when lie had 
kit half satisfied the demands' of politics^ tkere was no 
'surplus for literatmu 

' HiS' exercise of ■patronage. 1ms been atkickcd on 
another point.: ■He is said '.to have advised the creation 
of too iiiaiiy peers. He did, ■ indeed, ennoble with 
imspa'riiig hands.' Diuing the .first five years of hk 
ministry, he bestowed forty-eight peerages; in tv/o sub- 
sequent years (1796 and 1797) he created and prornoteil 
thirty-five ; and when he resigned in IBOl he had credited 
or promoted hundred and forty. He nearly, in fact, 
doubled tlie pee,rage as it stood at. the accession of 
George III. This profusion had the strange result that 
the Eefoim Bill of 1831 was, it 'is said, rejected by M'r. 
Pitt’s peerages against those of older creation. 

Pitt had a, triple reason for this ■ excessive bounty. 
.In the first place,, the. economi.c meas'ure of reform ifi 
the civil list, which had been : passed in 1782, had sO' 
crippled and confined the patronage of ministers, that a 
profuse creation of peerages was almost the only resource 
of government, as carried on in those days. But Ms 
own reductions of tMs kind were enormous, and with 
this special distinction, Burke had reduced the patron- 
age of the Cromi and of ministers. Pitt as Prime 
Minister laboimed faithfully and indefatigably to reduce 
his own. Between 1784 and 1799 he abolished eighty- 
five absolute sineciu'es in the Customs with salaries of 
from £2000 a year dowmvards. He collected a revenus 
of twelve millions with 747 fewer officials than it had 
taken under previous governments to collect a revenue 
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of six. , All this was dona 'in the service of tlie .piiHic 
to make enemies for himself,, and dimiiiish the oppor- 
tunities of rewarding his followers and strengthening 
his government Conduct of this kind was unique in 
those days, and has not been too common since. ' 

He desired, secondly, to recruit and refresh the. House 
bj' large additions from various classes—from the old 
landed gentry and the commercial, banking aristocracy, 
iiiid,' tliirdly, it was necessary for the security of his own 
and any futoe governments to render impossible com^ 
binations of great peers to overset the Government. 
He had to destroy the Whig oligarchy, which had so long 
wielded a perilous and selfish power. It was on ' this 
groimd that he secured the cordial co-operation of 
the Crown in the creation of peers ; though to the end 
of life he called himself a Wliig ; a term which it must 
be remembered was then the only one to describe every 
shade of what we call Liberalism — the Eadicalism of 
Chatham, or the selfish oligarchy of the Eevolution 
families. 

One thing more must be said on this head, which is 
essential to a right understanding of the subject. The 
main reason which prevailed, consciously or uncon- 
sciously, with Pitt in his creation of peers vras his disdain 
of the aristocracy. His sympathies, his riews, his policy 
were all mth those middle classes, which then represented 
the idea of the people. By a strange accident, he became 
the leader of the nobility; but they supported ■ Mm on , 
their necks, for Ms foot was there. They were the 
puppets through which he conducted the administration 
of the country ; but he- scorned them, and snubbed them, 
and flooded their blue blood with a plentiful' adulteratio-n: , 
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of an inferior element. Eeadj for examplej the angnis'fi 
of the Duke of Leeds under Ms treatment; read his 
letters to ■ the brother of CornwalliB ■ and the .son of 
Cliicliesterj both noble bishopsj discreetly ready for 
the enlargement of their spiritual opportunities. Pitt 
® and the aristocracy had not an idea or a seiitiiiierit in 
common; Ms attitude to them resembled the earlier 
relations of the late Lord Beaconsheld to the magnates 
of the party. He was willing to give a peerage to arij/ 
decent possessor of ten thousand a jT-ear; as for liis' 
baronetSj their name was legion, and his knights were 
as the sand of the sea. But he had no sympathy 
with their sympathies, and regarded their aspirations 
with a sort of puzzled scorn. His mission to appease 
.Buckingham, wiien that , potentate was raging over & 
distribution of Garters from which ■ he wms excluded, 
must have been one of the most solemn .farces on record, 
for he could not understand the feelings that he had to 
soothe. He considered the peers as Ms . election agents ; 
: therefore ' the. mo.re the better. .And as regards their 
further objects of promotion or decoration he would, had 
he had the poiver, have satisfied them a,U.’ A minister 
of this temper may'" gratify, but he is not likely to 
strengthen, an aristocracy. 

:To estimiite Pitt as a statesman, to sum up his career, 

., .to strike his account with history, one must, take adequate 
means and scales. Jauntily to dismiss him as :a super- 
annuated prodigy, with an. account of; the reforms he 
projected and abandoned, with, a summary record of his 
loans and gagging acts, with 'a severe gaze at the corrup- 
tion of the Hnioirand the horrors of the Irish Eehellion, 
with an oblique glance at po.rt wine ; to. consider. Mni as 


PITT 




278 

li f-raiiied liberal who became one of the Eiitg's tools^ 
and then held power bj prerogatiTe in some form or 
another; to regard him as a man infirm of purpose and 
tenacious only of office ; is to take a view, justified by 
passages and aspects and' incidents of his career, but 
one , neither adequate nor comprehensive. 

Men will long canvass his ■ claims and merits as a 
minister, for the subject matter is so unparalleled. Lord 
Beaconsfield, for example, who delighted in political 
paradox, wrote a letter in 1873 to Sir William Harcourt, 
(whose kindness affords me the opportunity of printing 
it), wliich contains his view of Pitt : 

“ I do not at all agree with you in your estimate of 
Pittas career. It is the first half of it which I select as 
his title deed to be looked upon as a Tory Minister. 
Hostility to boroiighmongering,. economy, French Alli- 
ance, and commercial treaties, borrowed from the admir- 
able negotiations of Utrecht — the latter half is pure 
Whiggism, close parliaments, war with France, national 
debt and commercial restriction — all prompted and in- 
spired by the Arch-Whig Trumpeter, Mr. Biuke.” 

These sentences express perhaps rather the light scoff 
of a bantering spirit than- the cold results of historical , 
Tesearch. But they represent an opinion always worth *- 
reading, even when given partly in jest ; ■ and^ one which 
derives colour from the confusion caused by the neces- 
sary change . between Whiggism and Toryism - before 
and after the sure establishment of the Protestant Suc- 
cession. „■ 

The various classes of opinion have crystallised, 
roughly speaking, into two schools of thought. The 
first— the most common and the least informed — is that 
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wldclj lionuurj; Pitt as one whi fieeame Prime Miiiisier 
at tiie age of an ensign, mlio acaicTcd tlic Union wiih 
Ireland, and wlio tos the gj-eat antagonist of the Freneh 
Eevoliition, The other— the more recent and sdentilic 
school— is that wliicii seTerely dMdes the life cd Pitt 
«. Into two parts ; the first embracing liis Administration 
up to 1793, wliicli was entirely praise urmthy, ainl 'ivliieli 
might from its character rleserv-e the comiiienfhitftiii 
of Peel or Cobclen ; the second the remainder, ^vhich 
was entirely and, conspicuously blaraeworthy. 

It may be permitted to hold aloof from both parties ; 
the one does not go sufficiently into detail, the other 
draws a distin,ction which is not - natural. If you take 
two portraits of a man, one at the age of .three, and, 
the other at threescore and ten, you will trace no re- 
semblance whatewer between the faces depicted. And 
yet, the. change from, the 'one to the. other, is so gradual, 
that there' is no one day of his life at which you could 
say that a man was unlike what he was the day before. 
As with the natural, so it is with, the political man. 
A politician io.ay make a .sudden' and complete retracta- 
tion, and so abruptly change his historical . aspect ; ^ Just 
as an individual may meet with an accident that entirely 
changes Ms personal appearance. But, ■ putting such 
catastrophes on one side, it is not possible to di,w line 
across the life of a statesman with the declaration that 
all is white on one side and -all is Hack- on the other. ^ 
;With, Pitt, at 'any rate, it-, 'was; the-;,circuinsta-iic,es. that 
v^.:\changed, vaiM::, not' the .man.--,./: .And' -the,- circumstances 
lusolve themselves mainly into one — the French Itovolu- 
'-■--".-tion.. ■ d',, 

Mo man can understand Pitt wdthout saturating 
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liiiBssli’ with the French' Eevolutioii, and endeavour* 
ing to consider it as. it must have seemed at its first 
appearance. In the. first live years ■ he had not to deal 
■with it, and they .were fruitful years for England. 
He fcmmi our average imports in 1784 £11,690,000 ; 
in 1790 they had risen, by seven millions. In the 
same period our exports of British inercliandise had 
risen from ■ ten to eighteen millions, and of foreign 
mercliandise from £4,330,000 to £6,560,000. ' In 
December 1783 the. Three per Cents stood at 74; in 
1792 they stood at over 96. But the new element 
clouded the whole firmament. ' It is safe to say that 
there was not a sane human being then living in Europe 
so exalted or so obscure or so dull as not to be afiected 
by the French Eevolution ; except perhaps that tradi- 
tioiial Marc[uis de TAigle, ’who snapped his fingers at it, 
and went on hunting at Compiegne without interniptioii. 
Was it possible that. Pitt, and. Pitt alone, should remain 
heedless a.iid ' insensible 1 . Was it desirable 1 

We are now able' to fix epochs in the French 
Eevolution, to fancy that v/e can measure its forces, to 
point out exactly what, ia o'lii’ philosophical opinions, 
might have 'modified, or turned, or arrested it ; just 
as we calculate what would have happened if Hannibal 
had captured Eome; or as men of poiverfiil imagi- 
n.atioH have composed eloquent dialogues shoiving what 
eminent personages would, have 'said to each other, had 
they happened to meet. It is all cut and dried ; a 
delicate speculation of infinite science ' and interest, 
though critical minds may differ as to its . value. But 
Pitt could only perceive 'the. heavens darkened, and the 
Eouacl e! a rushing mighty" wind that filled all Europe 
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Seeing and liearing that, lie formed perhaps a jiisler 
Jiidgiiient than those who discussed .the rriatter as an 
elegant question of political .balance. / He saw that iiri- 
controlled' it was overwhelming, and he 'did not pause to 
' reason as to what might be its . eventual effect when 
another century had passed. An earthquake, or ' the 
movement of snows surcharged, or the. overflow of some 
swollen river, , may cause absolute ruin for the niomeiit, 
and great subsequent benefit. But the philosopher viio 
is specukting 0.11 the fifth act will disappear in the first. 
Pitt faced, the cataclysm, and made everything subser- 
vient to the tajsk of averting it, ' All refomis were' put 
on one side, till the barometer should rise to a more 
promising level It is impossible, said' Windham,, to 
repair, one’s house in the hurricane season.. It is impos- 
sible, it may be added, to put Pitt’s French Eevo.l.i.ition 
policy in a form more terse and more true. Many may 
profess to regret that we did not allow full play to the 
agitation, that we did not sit still to receive what 
should be prescribed from Paris. .'They may be .right.,',. 
But those may also be right who, -without .dogmatising 
one way or the other, feel unable to estimate the result 
of the sudden flow of so fermenting a vintage into the 
venerable vessel of the British constitution. 

It is probable that most people ,vdll think that Pitt 
was I'ight In his forecast of the Eevolution, and i.n, bis 
inability to accept it as a boon for a country of such 
different conditions. For’ there was no middle course ,- 
the Eevolution had to be accepted 'or, repelled., 'But 
if his \dew be right, a large latitude must b-e given, 
for his acts of repression, and suspensions of 
Cm'pus; for the enemy he had to., fight - was.- , as much'' 
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sill jteiTanean- as. external- ■. T'ke Freiicli foil, git not io.se 
by emiBsaries tbaii by . armies ;. -..and so, Pitt would say, 
if the tiling had to be done at all, it had to be done with 
all possible might and main; there could le no refine™ 
moiit as to means, any more than in a storm wth iniich 
mil tiny . on board. His case for Ms repressive acts 
depends on the reality and extent of the alleged con- 
spiracy. It is common now to think that it was exagger- 
ated. That is always the case with regard to such efFort.s 
when, they have been baffled. ' It was so said in the case 
of Catiline, and so in the case. of TMstlewood. What 
has been re,ndered abortive if is common to think would 
never have possessed vitality. But it must be remem- 
bered that what Pitt did was not a vain imagination „ 
of bis own, but foiuided on the solemn, anxious inquisi- 
tion and report of Parliament itself. It was Farliam.ent 
that instructed the Executive : it was Parliament that 
ordered repressive measures. It is impossible to ca.rry 
the matter further than this, : and there it must be . . 
left. 

Had he lived now, -his career would of course have 
been different. Instead of being a majestic and secluded 
figure, supreme in the House of Ooiiimons and: supported 
by the direct, incalculable influence of the Crown, he must 
have looked outside to great democratic constituencies ■ 
mth his ' finger- on .their pulse. . He would have ad- 
dressed mass meetings aH over the country ; . he must have 
lived not. so much in Parliament, as with a nation outside, 
and a nation vastly larger than that 'with which lie 
had to deal. Th.-at,, however, was not Ms position, or the 
position of. any minister then, or .for long ■ afterwards; ' 
He .had to deal with .powers which we .neither:, know.. ,. 


XV 


CHARACTER AHD '■.POSITION OF PITT 




Eor iiTiderstan.cI ; on tlie tlirone, an active and ardent 
pollfeician, Imjing boroughs by the dozen, and con^ 
tributing XlSjOOO at each dissoiiition to the election 
fund, of .everj' minister whom he approved, besides what 
he might spend at bye elections ; whose personal party in 
the House” of Commons numbered perhaps a third of 
' .that .assembly, and whose party in the House of Lords 
■ controlled that body, ■ Secondly, he had to deal with 
the boroughmongers, who required to be fed as .regu- 
larly as the lions at the Tower, 

These are the vanished factors of Government. But 
because he was supported by them, it is not to be supposed 
that he was not supported by the people. The people 
were then, politically speaking, the middle classes, and he 
was the man of the middle classes. When he took office 
he did so by the act of the King, but the King w'as clearly 
the interpreter of the national will. The petitions, the 
municipal resolutions, the general election clearly proved 
this. And the nation seem, so far as we can judge by 
the limited but sole expressions of their will, Ijy elec- 
tions and acclamations, to have followed Pitt to the 
end of liis long administration. Wilkes, who w^as him- 
self no bad test of popular feeling, followed him from 
the beginning. He had,. it is true, the King. and the 
aristocracy with him ; but he truckled to neither the one 
nor the other. Indeed, it is one of his singular merits 
that he managed to combine into a solid array of sup- 
port king, lords, and people. But it is no real charge 
against Mm that he utilised as an aid the King and the 
aristocracy, for there was no possible Government mth- 
out them. Nor, when the "^igs succeeded Mm, did 
they dream of introducing any other system. They 
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: only complained that the King ■withheld ,his election co,n' 
tribution from them. 

It is perhapS' unnecessary to say more of the circum- 
stances and surroundings of Pitt.' But it is, impos- 
sible to complete any sketch of his career, or indeed 
to form an, adequate estimate of Ms character, with- ® 
out setting him, ' if only for a moment, by the 
side of Chatham. Not merely are they father and' 
son ; not merely are they the most conspicuous English 
Ministers of the eighteenth century ; but their characters 
illustrate each other. And yet it is impossible for men to 
be more diiferent. Pitt was endowed with mental powers 
of the first order; his readiness, his apprehension, 
his resource were extraordinary ; the daily parliamentary 
demand on his brain and nerve power he met with 
serene and inexhaustible affluence; Ills industry, adminis- 
trative activity, and public spirit were unrivalled ; it was 
perhaps impossible to carry the force of sheer ability 
further ; he was a portent. Chatham in most of these 
respects was inferior to his son. He was incalculable ; 
sometimes sublime, sometimes impossible, and sometimes 
insane. But he had genius. It was that fitful and 
luideliriable inspiration that gave to his eloquence a 
piercing and terrible note which no other English 
eloquence has touched ; that made him the idol of his 
countrymen, though tiiey could scarcely be said to have 
seen his face or heard his voice or read his speeches; 
that made him a watchword among those distant in- 
surgents whose wish for independence he yet ardently 
opposed ; that made each remotest soldier and blue- 
jacket feel when he was in office that there was a man in 
Downing Street, and a man whose eye penetrated every- 
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' where ; tliat made liis name at once an inspiration and 
a' dread ; that cowed the tumultuous Cominoas at liis 
' frown. Each Pitt possessed in an eminent degree the 
qualities which the other most lacked : one was formed 
; by nature for , peace, the other for wan Cliaiham 
could not have, filled PitPs place in the ten years whicli 
followed 1783 : , but, from the time that wur was declared, 
the guidance of Chatham wmul.d have been wmrtli an 
army. No country could have too many Pitts : the^ 
more she has the greater will she be. But no country 
could . afford the costly and splendid luxury of many 
Chathams. 

To sum up : it is not claimed that Pitt was a perfect 
character or a perfect statesman. Such monsters do not 
exist. But it may be confidently asserted that few 
statesmen and few characters could bear so close a 
scrutiny. He erred, of coui’se ; but it is difficult to find 
any act of his career which cannot be justified by solid and 
in most cases by convincing reasons. It ■ may be said that 
Ms party acted more on Mm than he on. them; but the rela- 
trions of a successful leader' with- Ms party are so subtle that 
it is difficult to distinguish how much he gives andPow 
much he receives. It is, no doubt, true that the cha'iiged 
conditions,, of the world compelled Mm to , give up his 
.firs.t.task of educating Ms followers, and to appeal rather 
to their ■ natural instincts or prejudices. It may be 
alleged that he clung to office. This is said of every 
minister who remains long in power. -Office is, indeed, 
an acquired taste, though by habit persons may learn 
to relish it ; just as men learn to love absinthe or opium 
or cod-liver oil But the three years which Pitt spent 
out of place and almost out of Parliament seem to have 
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been . the happiest', of his life; and Ms ,, resignation 
was generally condemned as groundless and wanton. 
It may, however, be conceded that unconsciously ha 
.may have . become inured - to, office, and that as leaving 
it implies " at any rate a ■ momentary defeat, he may 
have been unwilling ho face this. Men who pine for 
unofficial repose dread the painful process of quitting 
office— the triumph ' of enemies and the discomfiture 
of friends and the wrench of habit — as men weary of 
life fear the actual process of death. It may also be 
said that, though he generally saw what was right, 
he did not always ensue it. What minister has or cani 
He has to deal not with angels but with men; with 
passions, prejudices, and interests, often sordid or 
misguided. He must, therefore, compromise the ideal, 
and do, not the best, but the nearest practicable to 
the best. But let us remember what is indisputable. 
No one suspected his honesty; no one doubted his 
capacity; no one impeached his aims. He had, as 
Canning said, qualities rare in their separate ex- 
cellence, wonderful in their combination. And these 
qualities were inspired by a single pui'pose. I am no 
worshipper of Mr, Pitt,” said Wilberforce in the House 
of Commons, long after PitPs death, but, if I know 
anything of that great man, I am sure of this, that every 
other consideration was absorbed in one great ruling 
.passion— the love of his country.” It was this that' 
sustained Mm .through all.' For he ruled duiiiig 
the . convulsion of a new birth at the greatest epoch in 
.history since the ."coming of 'Christ, and was...on , the 
whole not unequal to it. There let us leave Mm; 
let others quarrel over the details. From the dead 
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eigliteentli ceiitiiiy hh figure still facuvS us villi a 
mo,jesty of lorieliuess and courage. There may liaTCf 
been nieii lx)th aliler and greater than he-; though it m 
not easy to cite them,,; but in all history there is iix; 
more patriotic sgiritj ,mm more Intrepid^ ami iiouc 
more pure. 
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\ Year. 

! I’cRRiGsr State oa 

1 Potentate. 

j ■ Amount o»' 


1793 

Hanover 

. £4.9.2,650 

17 

11 


Hesse Cassel 

190,622 

16 

5 


Sardinia 

150,000 

0 

0 

1794 

Prussia 

1,226,495 

0 

0 


Sardinia 

200,000 

0 

0 


Hesse Cassel 

437,105 

1 

9 


Hesse Darmstadt 

102,073 

0 

0 


Baden 

25,196 

5 ' 

7 


Hanover 

559,375 

11 

3 

1795 

Baden 

1,793 

15 

3 


Brunswick 

97,721 

13 

9 


Hesse Cassel 

317,492 

11 

2 


Hesse Darmstadt 

79,605 

5 

6 


Hanover 

478,347 

17 

6 


Sardinia 

150,000 

0 

0 

1796 

Hesse Darmstadt 

20,075 

13 

8 


Brunswick 

12,794 

9 

5 

1797 

Hesse Darmstadt 

57,015 

3 

4 


Brunswick 

7,570 

11 

6 

1798 

Brunswick 

7,000 

0 

0 


Portugal 

120,013 

13 

0 

1799 

Prince of Orange 

20,000 

0 

0 


Hesse Darmstadt 

4,812 

10 

0 


Russia 

825,000 

0 

0 

1800 

Germany 

1,060,666 13 

4 


German Princes 

500,000 

0 

0 


Bavaria 

501,017 

6 

0 


Russia 

545,494 

0 

0 

1801 

Portugal 

200,113 

15 

4 


Sardinia 

40,000 

0 

0 


Hesse Cassel 

100,000 

0 

0 


Germany 

150,000 

0 

0 


German Princes 

200,000 

0 

0 

1804 

Sweden 

20,119 

4 

11 


Hesse Cassel 

83,303 

19 

5 

1805 

Hanover 

35,340 

14 

6 


Total . 

£9,024,817 10 

6 
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nL™-ACCOUXT Sliowiri^i; the EsHinalrd Ca, [ai.il VAIia: ..f 
(XoTK .- — Jiide (if hilrre4 
QllKAl 


j . ANHiriTl' ^ 

I? -rs'Asc’! Ah i " — — : ^ * — — — ir ^ 


1 Ykah. 

£62,791 

13 

4 

£86,500 


£58,500 


j £20,582 

1 

7 

■6* 



A 

d. 

£ 

s. 

fZ 

£ 


(1 

! £ ■ 

A’. 

(1 


1 1,205,00.0 

18 

5 










J 7 Oh- 6 

1,203,155 

7 

JO 

1,638,271' 

9 

s 







1 7m-7 

1,200,521 

5 

8 

1,684.684 

15 

2 

1,118,468 

10 

5 

392,610 

0 

0 

1707-S 

1,107,755 

18 

9 

1.680,919 

6 

10 

1,115,892 

3 

7 

391,658 
! 390.659 

10 

8, 


* LI94,S51 

16 

6 1 

1,626,964 

19 

4 

1,113,186 

11 

1 

0 

8 

iriJlL4800 

1 1,191,802 

18 

2 I 

1,622,813 

1 

8 

1,110,845 

15 

11 

j 389,609 

14 

11 

1800-1 

! 1,188,601 

10 

10 , 

1,618,454 

5 

S 

1,107,363 

9 

4 

388,507 

15 

4 

1801 -.2 i 

' 1.185,239 
1,181,710 

13 

6 ! 

1,613,876 12 

6 

1,104,231 

7 

6 

387,350 16 

7 

1802-1] 1 

8 

2 ! 

1,609,070 

13 

5 

1,100,943 

1 

10 

386,136 

1 

2 

lSOM-4 

1,178,004 

3 

10 i 

1,604,024 

9 

2 

1,097,490 

8 

5 i 

384,860 

7 

3 

1804 -5 1 

1 J.74,112 

7 

4 

1,598,725 

3 

5 

1,093,864 

11 

10 1 

383,521 

1 

4 

180r<-6 i 
! 

1,170.026 

10 

3 ! 

1,593,161 

13 

8 

1,090.057 

19 

11 ; 

382,114 

13 

6 


IRELAND 


ANNUITY 


r INA^niAL 
Y'KAn. 

£4500 


£4916 

13 

4 

j £9504 

£16,670 


£ A. 

(7. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. . 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1794-5 






98,648 

5 

9 




1795-6 






94,076 

13 

8 

173,028 

is 

S 

1 796-7 






89,276 

10 

4 

165,010 

6 

11 

1797-S 

85,837 17 

2 




84,236 

6 

n 

156,590 

17 

3 

1798-9 

85,629 14 


93,558 

5 

0 

78,944 

3 

2 

147,750 

8 

2 

1799-1 8* >0 

85,411 4 

4 

' 93,319 

10 

8 

73,387 

7 

5 

138,467 

IS 

5 

1800-1 

85,181 16 

1 

93,068 17 

8 

67,552 

14 

5 

128,72-1 

6 

5 

1801-2 

84,940 17 

6 

92,805 

12 

11 

61,426 

7 

6 

118,487 

7 

10 

1802-3 

84,687 IS 

7 

92,529 

5 

7 

54,993 

13 

9 

107,741 

15 

2 

1803-4 

84,422 6 

7 

92,239 

2 

0 

48,239 

7 

6 

96,458 

10 

9 

lSOi-5 

84,143 8 

. 7 

91,934 

7 

3 

41,147 

7 

0 

84,611 

15 

8 

1 805 —0 

83,850 12 

4 

91,614 

8 

9 

33,700 

14 

4 

72,172 

7 

7 


B — coirlimied , , • . 

TeriiiiiiaLle. Aiimuiias crrah-il (lomjg Mr. Pitt’s. AdiiiirdstiTitioiis 
(ithni. ol 5 pn' e«rnL) 

BRITAm 


OF 




Tm'ial 1. rr-iAii.i' 
Capita t4 V\i r r. 

. £39,000 

£36,875 

£75,000 

£230,000 

ANNLiUL-n ^i.r ri' 

IN CilJ'AT 

AT TUP 3,S}* 

rAuu Vr,ut. 

,, £ .sv cl 

743,928 2 B 

£ s. d. 



j 

£ s, ' d. 

... 

£ .s. d. 

3,241,600 4 0 
3,173,687 4 0 
13,102,371 2 0 

£ /I 

1.205,603 18 5 ' 
6,083,033 1 f} 

7,510,972 4 3 ^ 

1 8,182,525 3 10 j 

742,124 7 5 

701,688 2 1 1 

1 

; 3,027,490 0 0 | 

8,706,964 17 1 i 

740,230 10 7 

699,897 9 1 ! 


2,948,864 10 0 ! 

8,703,503 15 4 

. 738,242 6 2 

698,017 11 4 ! 


2,860,308 0 0 

8,605,495 4 8 

736,154 '5 0 

696,043 5 7 i 


2,779,823 12 0 

8,502,510 12 8 

733,962 1' 2 

693,970 10 9 | 


2,688,605 14 0 

8,394,308 5 6 

731,660 5 7 

691,794 3 6 ; 


2,593,036 2 0 : 

8'.280,860 19 9 

729,243 1 2 

689,508 13 3 ! 

... 1 

2,492,687 2 0 I 

8,161,662 0 4 

726,705 6 7 

687,109 4 2 : 

1,397,510 0 0 i 

2,387,321 16 0 j 

i 

9,43-1,007 4 1 


OF 










UP TN IliELAND, 

('treat BfcilTAIN AND 

£7385 


£14,250 


£16,731 


AT THE END 01' 

.If. EL AN D, 

\T THE 









EAUn lEAR. 


END OF EACH 1 EAR. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ $• 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. fl 









98,648 

5 

9 

1,304,312 

4 2 









267,105 

12 

4 

6,350,138 

13 10 

76,653 

15 

9 

133.858 

8 

4 



464,799 

1 

4 

7,984,771 

5 7 

73,101 

9 

3 

126,301 

6 

10 

202,199 9 

9 

•728,267 

. 7 

2 

8,910,792 

11 0 

09,371 

10 

9 

118,366 

.8 

0 

1 195,578 10 

7 

789,199 

1 

1 

9,586,103 

18 2 

05,455 

2 

4 

110,034 

14 

6 

188,626 9 

4 

754,702 

7 

0 

9,458,266 

2 4 

01,342 17 

4 

101,286 

9 

3 

! 181,326 14 

7 

718,480 

15 

9 

9,323,976 

0 5 

57,025 

0 

o 

92,100 15 

S 

1 173,662 1 

10 

680,448 

3 

6 

9,182;967 

16 2 

52,4.91 

5 

4 

82,455 

16 

4 

1 165,614 3 

3 

640,613 

18 

0 

9,034>12 

3 6 

47,730 

16 

, 7 

72,328 

12 

g 

j 157,163 17 

5 

598,582 

19 

1 

8,879,452 

18 10 

42,782 

7 

3 

61,695 

0 

11 

! 148,291 1 

5 

554,555 

8 

1 

8,716,217 

S 5 

3 / , 483 

19 

8 

50,529 

1 

7 

i 138,974 12 


508,325 

16 

6 

9,942,333 

0 7 


Total Estimated | Totai. Estimated 
Capital Value ' Caimtal Value op 
OF Annuities set ' Annuities set up in 



APPENDIX 0 


For tills Appendix, and inucli besides, I am indebted to 
my friend Mr. E. W. Hamilton of tlie Treasury. 

Mr. Pitt’s income deri%'ed from official sources is generally 
stated to liave been about Jil 0,000 a year. It may be inter- 
esting to show how these emoluments, somewhat under- 
stated, can be arrived at : — 

1. First Lord of the Treasury. 

(1) Salary as a Lord of the Treasury, charged on Civil 
List . . . . !! i:iooo* 

Less deductions on account of Land 


Tax and otlier duties . 

380 


Making net salary 

Salary as First Lord, likewise charged 


.£1220 

on Civil List . . 

402at 


Less deductions amounting to 

242 


Making net salary 


3780 

So as to bring total receipts of First Lord to 

£5000 


* Cf. Fifteenth Report from Select Committee on Finance, ordei'ed 
to he printed 19tli July 1797 ; and other House of Commons Papers, 
No. 147 of 1803, Ko. 309 of 1806, No. 17 of 1830, and No. 366 of 
1869 (p-jp. 586-90). 

t Cf. Fifteenth Report from Select Committee on Finance, or<lered 
to he printed 19th July 1797, etc. 


PITT 


2, CkanceUor of the Exche^m^ Great Britain, 

0) Salary as Chancellor ■ of the Ex- , 

cireqner clmrged on Civil List . £180()J 
Less deductions on account of duties 148 

.:ei652 

(2) Exchequer fees, amounting to about 80()J 


Total receipts of Chancellor of the Exchequer ,£2452 


?j, Wardm of the Gmqiie Ports (or Gonstahle of Dover Gastk). 

(1) Salary as Warden, charged on Civil 

List . . . . , £4100 

Less deductions on accouiit of duties 
and salaries to s uhord i nate officers, 
amounting to (about) . . 1300 


Blaking net salary . £2800§ 

(2) Further salary, charged on Army 

Votes, amounting to (about) . 280§ 


Total receipts as Warden of the Cinque Ports £3080 


4. Summary of Mr. FitPs Emohmsnts. 

(1) First Lord of the Treasury ... . £5000 

(2) Chancellor of the Exchequer for Great Britain 2452 

(3) Warden of the Cinque Ports . . . 3080 


Total emoluments . . . £10,532 


Kote . — Prior to 1797, the First Lord and Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had a shaj*e in (what was called) ISfew Year’s 
Gifts,” of varying but trifling amounts, which may be put at 


J House of Commons Paper, No. 322 of 18^1. 

§ Cf. Appendix to Bei>ort on Select Committee of Finance, ordered 
to he xminted 19th July 1797. 
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al:)oiit;j40 aiid"£80 a year respectively.^ / Tliese casual 
receipts were abolished that, year by Mr. Pitt biraself, on ihe 
recomm.endation, of a Select Committee. 

■ ■■Wbile Mr. Pitt held the Wardensbip of tbe'Clnrpie Porta 
there were also occasional receipts, which, arising from 
ancliors, cables, and other droits, were attached to the office, 
but which must have been of msigniticant as well as uncer- 
tain amount 


APPENDIX D 


Mr. Disraeli, in the more genial and less majestic daya 
before 1 874, used to tell a sardonic story of this time. When 
he first entered Parliament, he used often to dine at the 
House of Commons, where he was generally served by a grim 
old waiter of prehistoric reputation, who was supposed to 
possess a secret treasure of political tradition. The young 
member sought by every gracious art to win his confidence 
and partake of these stores. One day the venerable domestic 
relented. You hear many lies told as history, sir,” he said ; 
“ do you know what Mr. PitPs last words were ? “ Of 

course,” said Mr. Disraeli, ‘Hhey are well known. ..." 0 my 
country! how I love my country!’” for that was then the 
authorised version. “ Nonsense,” said the old man, ITi 
tell you how it was. Late one night I was called out of bed 
by a messenger in a postchaise, shouting to me outside the 
window. * What is it ? ’ I said * You’re to get up and dress 
and bring some of your veal pies down to Mr. Pitt at Putney.’ 
So I went ; and as we drove along he told me that Mr. Pitt 
had not been able to take any food, but had suddenly said, 


* Of. Report from Select Committee on Fiiiauce, ordered to be 
printed 19th July 1797 j and House of Commons Paper, 303 oi 
1806. 


lias AwmBix i) . . 

tliink I could eat one of Bellamy's veal pies.’ And so 1 
w"as sent for post-baste. When we arrived Mr. Pitt was dead. 
Them was bis last word.s: tliink I could eat one of 

Bellamy's veal piesP . 
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Acre, repulse of Bonaparte at, 
142 

Addington, 12, 230 ; endeavours 
to recall Pitt, 236 ; rupture 
between tbem, 236 ; his fall, 
239 

American war, 11, 17, 59 
Austerlitz, 256 

Austria, defeat of, 129, 130; 
receives subsidies from Pitt, 
132 ; makes peace with Bona- 
parte, .133 

BarriSe, 35 ; receives oiHce from 
Pitt, 55 

Bentbam on Shelburne, 50 ; on 
Pitt’s Bill for relief of the 
poor, 170 

Birmingham riots, 166 
Budget, Pitt’s, 68 
Burke opposes Pitt, 21 ; Ms in- 
vective against- Shelburne, 36 ; 
opposes the French Treaty, 
87 ; votes against Hastings, 
87 ; political views, 112 ; on 
Irish affairs, 177' 

Camden joins the Ministry, 69 
Camperdown, battle of, 137 
Catholic Question, 173, 182 
Chatham, illness of Lord, 93 ; 

estimate of his character, 246 
Coalition, formation of the, 40 ; 
its fall, 45 

Commercial crisis, 118 


Corn'wallis becomes Viceroy of 
Ireland, 188 

Dumodriez, defection of, 129 

Diindas, 21, 46, 79, 85, 109, 146, 
250,251 

Dunkirk, York evacuates, 129 

East India Company, 64, 66 

Egypt, the French in, 137, 141, 
146 

FiTzwiLLiAM'is made Viceroy of 
Ireland, 174 ; his indiscretions, 
176 ; dismisses supporters of 
Pitt, 179 ; his recall, 181 ; 
character, 182 ; sequel to his 
dismissal, 186 

Foreign policy of Pitt, 100-104, 
109, 117-121 

Fox— early opinions of Pitt, 16, 
20, 21 ; his resignation, 23 ; 
quarrel with Pitt, 24 ; char- 
acter and private life, 28-32 ; 
opposition of Pitt, 37 ; recon- 
ciliation with North, 3S, 41 ; 
accused of instigating an assault 
on Pitt, 54; supported in tJie 
elections by the Duchess of 
Devonshire, 57 ; speech on the 
Westminster scrutiny, 65 ; 
attacks the French Treaty, 86 ; 
supports the claims of the 
Begent, 90 ; rupture with 
Burke, 96 ; opposes the Bus- 


;if)0 


■pITf . 


«irm war, 106 ; ott / tha FteHch ' 
ilevoluticai, 110 ; on theBVencIi 
wafj 144, 145, '237 ;■ proposes 
llnssian mediatioB, 237;'..bta ■ 
norainatiun to oflice advocated | 
by Pitt, 240 ; votes against 
Pitt’s ■ State fnneral, 250 ; but 
supports tlie grant to pay 
PltpB debts, 259 

France, commercial treaty v/itb, 
8S, , 87 ; declares war, 126 ; 
siiccessfnl ■ campaign, 130, 
131; alliance %vitli Spain and 
Prussia, 132; coalition against, 
141, 253 

French . Be volution, ■ 94 ; Pitt’s, 
attitude towards it, 119, 122 ; 
Fox’s speech, 119, 156 

Gkorgjj irx., 10, 13, 33, 70; 
mental intirniity, 89 ; recovery, 

92, 127, 241, 248, 252, 283 

Cribboii, 16 

Gibraltar, 37 

Grattan denounces Pitt’s policy, 

74 ; supports Fitz william, 174 

Grenville, 13, 111, 115, 122, 
143, 176, 242, 243, 257 


Habbas Corpus, suspension of, 
164 

Hastings, Pitt votes against, 84 ; 

his probable reasons, 85 
Holland, complicated affairs of, 
100 ; alliance with Great Britain 
and Prussia, 104 ; reoccupied 
by the French, 130 
Hollwood, Pitt at, 79 ; sale of, 
231 

Howe, victory of, 131 

India Bild, 44 ; its rejection, 
45 ; Pitt’s new, 67 
Ireland, unsuccessful French in- 
vasion of, 133 ; rebellion in, 
136, 138, 172 - 200; Fitz- 
williain becoraea Viceroy, 174 ; 
dismissal of Pitt’s supporters, 


179 ; the Union, 190- 199' 

222 

Irish policy, Pitt’s, 70-76, 99 , , 

Leeds, resignation of, 107, 111 
Leoben, Treaty ol’, 1 3 3 
Loans, 68 

Loughborough, ti'eachery of, 222, 
223 ; disgrace, 231 
Lowther, 9 

Luneville, Peace of, 147 7 

Malta taken by the English, 

. 147 

Melville, attack on, 249-251 
Morningtoii, Pitt’s letters to, 20 „ 
221 

Mutiny Bill, 36 

i National Debt, Pitt plans the 
redemption of the, 81 - 83 ; 
great increase of, 135, 151 
Navy, cost of, 103 ; mutiny, 134, 
135 ; superiority of, 15S, 159 
North, character of Lord, 14 

OczAKOW incident, 104, 1 10 

Parliamentary Government, 77 
Portland Ministry, 40 

Quiberon Eat disaster, 131 

Bayneval on Shelburne’s char- 
acter, 51 
Regency, 89-92 
Bheims, Pitt at, 42 
Bichmond, Lord, 34 
Rockingham, death of, 22 ; its 
effects, 26 

Russia, Triple Aliiaoca against, 
104; encroachments of, 105; 
unsuccessful mission of Paw- 
kener to, 107 ; alliance with 
Great Britain, 140 

Scheldt, the French navigate 
the, 125 

Scotland, affairs in, 163, 164 
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Scr'iit'uiy on tlie V/estminstur 
election, 65, 69 ,,, , 
Seriiiga[#atam., Wellesley’s Ticton’'' 
at, 142 

Shelbonie, 21, 23, 33 ; resigna- 
. tioE ofj 39; character of, 48- 
52 

Sheridan, 20, 87 
Siiildag Fund, 82^ 1:54 
Slave, trade, Pitt on the,. 97, 98 
. Fox on' the,' 98 
Smugglmg, 67 

Spain, , condition of, 101 ; con- 
vention with Great Britain, 
102 ; war, 248 

Speeches, Pitt’s, 270., 271 ; maiden 
speech, 14; on Parliamentary 
reform, 18, 20, 69 ; on the 
Peace censure, 38, 39 ; on 
Ireland, 73, 74 ; on the slave 
trade, ■ 98 ; on the French 
Revolution, 120, 121 ; .on Poor 
relief, 169 ; on the French 
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Temple, resigij 
Thnriow, 21, ■ 
■95, 109 ■ 
Tieraey, Pi it.’a 
Toulon, fall o.f, 
Trafalgar, -255 . 


U'lm,'253 


Versailles, Pitt at, 4i 


War, Pitt’s detestat.lon oi^ 121, 
124,,' 132, 137 ; declared ' by 
France, 126, 129-147 ; Pitt’s 
policy, 14S-160 

Wilberforee, illness ■ of, 97 1 m 
Pitt, 286 
Window-tax, 68 
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twelve En^Usb Statesmen, 

Edited By JOHN MORLEY. 

Crown Sm ■ 'zs. 6d, each, , 

WILUAM THE COHQTJEEOE; By E:dward A. 
Freeman, D.C.L., LL.D. - . ^ ^ 

TIJif£!S. “ Cifives with great . picturesqueness , . the dramatic incidents oi 
a memorable career far removed from our times and our manner of tbi;nkirig.“ 

HENBY II. By Mrs, J. R, Green. - ' 

TIMES.-— It is delightfully real and readable, and an spite of severe com- 
pression has the charm of a mediaeval romance.” 

ED WARD I. By T. F. Tout,' M.A., Professor of 
History, The Owens College, Manchester. 

SPEAKER.— txntx or more Hfedike picture of .the king, the conquerGr, 
the overlord, the duke, has never yet been drawn." 

HENBY VII. By James Gairdner. 

A THENAR UM.— ' The best account of Henry Vll. that has yet appeared." 

OABDHSTAL WOLSBY, By Bishop Creighton, D, I), 
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briefest and most triustworthy of the many books that in this generation have 
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OLIVER OBOMWELL. By FREDERIC Harrison, 

TIMES. — “ Gives a wonderfully vivid picture of events." 

WILLIAM III. By H. D. Traill. 
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although sometimes trenchant, are substantially just." 

WALPOLE. By John Morley. 
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of one of the most prominent politicians of the day, but for its intrinsic merits. 
It is a clever, thoughtful, and mteresting biography." 

PITT. By Lord Rosebery. 

TIMES.— *‘BnlU!int and fascinating. , . . The style is terse, masculine, 
nervous, articulate, and clear ; the grasp of circumstance and character is firm, 
penetrating, luminous, and unprejudiced ; the judgment is broad, generous, 
humane, and scrupulously candid. ... It is not only a luminous estimate of 
Pitt’s character and policy ; it is also a brilliant gallery of portraits. The 
portrait of Fox, for example, is a masterpiece." 

PEEL, By J. R. Thursfield, M.A. 

DAIL Y/NEWS.— ' A model of what such a book should be. We can give it 
no higher praise than to say that it is worthy to rank with Mr. John Mbr ley’s 
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OHATHAM, By Frederic Harrison. 
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